





.. B.D. 1896, .. 


OXFORDEe | 
+ «(Dississippis «% 


~ 1m D. C. PERKINS, Crxsx.............. 
oR J, M. TATUM, Taasuasn..............Taylor’s; 


: 
| 


nadine 





TIME AND PLACE OF NEXT SESSION: 
» 10 o'clock a. m., before the 


897, with 


_ A Dit 





ae 
—— 
7 eel 
: nal 
eel 
ir eeeneeesieeeiainniaal 
J Se ee 


ay es 
aes Se” 





PROCEEDINGS 
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HELD. WITH THE 


CONCORD BAPTIST CHURCH, 


SIX MILES WEST OF 


Taylor’s, Lafayette County,, Miss., 


Thursday, Frriday and Saturday, 


September 3rd, 4th & 5th, A. D. 1896. 


——+ enone 
OFFICERS, 
S. R. LAMB, Moperaror. 
D. C. PERKINS, Crerk. 
J. M. TATUM, Treasurer. 
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TW?! NTY-SEVENTH ANNUAL SESSION 


Order of Business. 


Call for petitionary letters. 
Miscellaneous. 

Receive reports of Messengers. 
Miscellaneous. ; 

Appoint a Finance Committee. 
Miscellaneous. 

Receive reports of Standing Committees. 
Miscellaneous. 

Receive Treasurer's Report. 
Miscellaneous. ~ 
Receive report of Finance Committee. 
Miscellaneous. ~ 
Appoint Standing Committees. 

Appoint place of next meeting. 

Appoint Brother to preach Introductory Sermon. 
Miscellaneous. 

Call and Correct Roll and Read Minutes. 
Adjourn. 
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DIRECTORY. 


os 





EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. 





M. M. Randolph, H. W. Rockett, H. L. Johnson, J. P, 
Groves, R, H. McElroy, J. W. Higginbotham, W. ie 
Faulkner, J. D. Woodruff, J. G. Hill, J. H. Few, 
Pleas. Burkhalter, A. J. McKee, W. I. Har- 
gis, A. A. Lomax, W, M. Vanderburg, 

Henry Wilson, W. R. Gore, R. C. 

Henry, E. L. Wesson, George 
Lusk and B. F. Tatum. 


LOCAL COMMITTEE. 


J. W. Lamb, J. A. Woodruff, Fred Lamb, D. E. Hall- 
man and M. S. Hendrix. 


STANDING COMMITTEES. 


Epucation—A. A. Lomax, P. D. Childress. 

STATE Missions—E. E. Thornton, F. A. Lamb. 
Home Missions—H. W. Rockett, S. A, Woodruff. 
ForeIGN Missions—A. M. Croxton, R. M. Levell. 
Pustications—R. G. Hewlett, C. G. Blount. 


Tora Apstinence—W. I. Hargis, J. W. Higgin- 
botham. 


Woman’s Work—P. H. Lowrey, H. L. Johnson. 


PRAYER MEETING AND FAMILY Worsuip—J. A. Lee, 
G. W. Hollowell. 


Cicgarerre Hasit—W. W. Dickens, R. C. Hewlett. 
Sunpay Scnoots—B. T. Kimbrough, J. L. Sisk. 
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ORDALNED MINISTERS. 





A: A. Lomax. és iccsicses eae wiele.8ce . Batesville, Miss. 
H.W... RROCKGEG a5 sccicis 00. sila. nis cipieis oi Harrison, Miss. 
R. G. Hewlett...4 4.6 16.0%. .e0i0% Burgess, Miss. 
W.1. Hargis.ccccsees. seawewseewe University, Miss. 
Au ME, Croxton os5 cbs: siiatsic seid oveises Oxford, Miss. — 
S. A. Woodruff... cc ccccccces -+eeFredrick, Miss., 
H. L. Johnson......... pe sialatere Water Valley, Miss. 
E. E. Thornton. .....00sseccees Water Valley, Miss: 
Samuel Wilkins............006- Water Valley, Miss. 
Terry Box.........ecceee webs ...Oxford,. Miss 
DW. House iisiccs cae civciscice is Water Valley, Miss 


LETTER FROM CLERKS. 





In reply to the letter from Pilgrim's Rest Church, 


concerning the omission of the pastor's name from the 
“Ordained Ministers,” we have to state that we attempt- 
ed only to give the names of ministers whose member- 
ship is with a church of the Association. Pastors, with 
postoffice address, are given in “Statistics in Association 
al Letters.” 


Brethren, bear in mind that your Clerks j;are called 


upon annually forinformation, and that your statistics 
and church letters furnish “the facts” as you give them 


So, brethren, give the most earnest care to keep- 


ing and reporting your own church matters, for in so 
doing you furnish correct stories for the great history 
makers of the age. If we love our Baptist family let us 
be more concerned about matters that go into the maga 
zines. Yours in bonds, 


D. C. PERKINS, - 
A. T. Boso, Clesks. 


September 10, 1896. 
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= * MINUTES + ‘a 


4 HE OXFORD BAPTIST ASSOCIATION met in its 
Twenty-Seventh Annual Session with the Concord 


‘Baptist Church, six miles Fast aylor's, Miss., at 10 


o'clock, a. m., on Thursday, September 3, 1896. 
Bro. S. R. Lamb, acting Moderator. 
Upon motion the Associational Sernion will be at II 


o'clock a. m. to-day. 


The Association proceeded to organize. 
Upon motion the Moderator pro tem. is authorized 


to name a Clerk pro tem. 


Bro. D. C. Perkins is appointed Clerk pro tem. 

Letters being called for, Brethren W. I. Hargis and 
5. R. Whitten are appointed Reading Clerks. 

The letters are read, seating delegates as follows : 

Antioch—W. M. Laster, 

Bethany—No letters. 

Big Springs—W. H. Boydston, W. E. Hudson. 

Burgess—W. J. Beard, Wm.Crow, J. W. Smith. 

Clear Creek—P, D. Childress, R. G. Hewlett, J. D. 
jones, R. F. Wallace, I. H. McElroy, J. D: Williams. 

Courtland— J.A. Leigh, E, G. Leigh, Willie Leigh. 


Concord—J. M. Tatum, E. S. Moore, J. W. Higgin- 


‘botham, F. M. Jones, W. R. Tatum, R. M. Mitchell. 


Good Hope—S. R. Lamb, S. A. Woodruff, F. A. 
-amb. 

Liberty Hill—Jesse McCullar, W. H. Tyler, F. F. 
White. 

Mt. Gilead—E. W. Barton, J. H. Few, A. F. Alex- 
ander. 

Mt. Pisgah—No letters, 

New Liberty—C. A, Crumby, J. J. McKee, Samuel 
Wilkins, 








6 , TWENTY-SEVENTH ANNUAL SESSION 


Oxford—W. I. Hargis, W. S. Mallory, S. P. Levell 

Panola—A. A. Lomax, Burgess Perkins, P. H. Low- 
rey, D. C. Perkins. 

Pilgrim's Rest—G. W. Hollowell, L. C. Pollard, W. 
M. Vanderburg, J. R. Jones, John Broom, J. W. Thorn, 

Pope’s—H. W. Rockett. 

Shady Grove—W. R. Tatum. 

Union—W. H. Hudson, R. T. Henry. 

Water Valley—C. G. Blount, E. E. Thornton; Sisters 
S. A. Johnson, M. A. Royal. 

Yellow leaf—Wm. Hollowell, Thos. Tubbs, J. M. 
Mooney, Paul Knight, Bro. Metts. 

Yocona—-G. B, Taylor, J. L. Sisk, B. F. Tatum. 

/ Bethel itionary )—J. T. Johnsey, R. W. Wilburn. 

Paris (petitionary )— Jamies Hendrix, R. D. S. Greg- 

Taw bes. 

Ballot for permanent organization was had. electing 
S. R. Lamb, Moderator; J. M. Tatum, Treasurer; D. C. 
Perkins, Clerk. 

Bro. E. G. Leigh, so long our Treasurer, stated that 
on account of feeble health he could not longer serve as 
Treasurer. 

Brethren J. A. Lee, P. D. Childress and J. L. Sisk are 
appointed to digest the letters, 

Eleven o'clock a. m., the hour for preaching, the 
congregation sang, “Come Thou Fount of Every Bless- 
ing.” Bro. H. W. Rockett read Scripture lesson, Acts, 
17: 4-16; preaching from text, “Come over and help us,” 
Acts, 17-9. 

Benediction by Bro. A. A. Lomax. 





EVENING SESSION. 


At 1.30 o'clock p. m., singing, “What a Friend We 
Have in Jesus,” and prayer by Bro. H. J. Legg. 

Petitionary church letters from Bethel Church and 
Paris Church, asking membership, are received duly in 
this Association, Bro. R. G. Hewlett extending the hand 
of fellowship. 

Upon motion Moderator appoints pastor and dea- 
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cons of Concord Church Committee on Devotional Ex- 
ercises, 

Upon motion, carried, that the Association meet at 9 
o'clock a, m., adjourn at 12 m., convene at 2 o'clock p. 
m., adjourn at pleasure. 

Resolved, That there be preaching at 11 o'clock a. 
m. each day during the Association. 

Upon motion, Brethren A. A. Lomax, H. W. Rock- 
ett, R. G. Hewlett, are appointed a committee of three Y 
to consider and answer queries in Church letter from 
Concord Church, to-wit : 

“1st, Should the Churches of this Association recog- 
nize as proper and right divorces granted by our Civil 
Courts for other causes than that spoken of by Christ in 
the New Testament ?” 

“2nd, If not, what should be done with Church mem- 
bers who marry in violation of the law of Christ, as con- 
tained in the New Testament?” 

Devotional Committee announced services as fol- 
lows : Preaching, 11 o'clock a. m. Friday, by Bro. A. A. 
Lomax; and Saturday at 11 o'clock a. m., by Bro. E. E, 
Thornton in this house; and to night, at early candle 
light, at Rock Hill, by Bro. W. 1. Hargis: and at Brown- 
ing school house by J. R. G. Hewlett, 

The following corresponding brethren are present, 
and welcomed: Brethren H. J. Legg, Coldwater Asso- 
ciation; A. Bruner, of Calhoun Association; J. W. Powell, 
W. P. Winter and J. J. Gipson, of Chickasaw Association. 

Brethren H. W. Rockett and A. A. Lomax, Messen- 
ers to Southern Baptist Convention and State Baptist 
Convention, reported that they had attended these grand 
bodies, and that it was a great blessing; and that the 
work and workers are to be loved. 

Bro. W. I. Hargis had attended Yalobusha Associa- 
tion, and it was a good meeting. Had attended Cold- 
Water Association, and that it was the poorest of this 
body he had ever attended. 

Bro. J. R. Graves Hewlett, of Mississippi College, is 
with us, and welcomed as our own boy. 

Bro. E. E. Thornton is substituted on Committee on 
Prayer Meeting and Family Worship. 
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Bro. G. W. Hollowell 1s substituted on Committee 
on Home Missions. 


Resolved, That State Missions be special order for 2 
o'clock, p. m., Friday. ‘ 








Report on Foreign Missions. 


Your Committee on Foreign Missions, with humble 
gratitude, beg to submit the following concise excerpt 


from report of our Foreign Mission Board at Chatta- 
nooga: 


FINANCE. 


“The receipts from all sources were $108,150 50 for 
the year. ‘The expenses of collecting in the various 
States were $6,094 41. Our indebtedness May Ist for 
money borrowed was 25,140 71; our Chapei fund, 
$6,760 00; making a total of $31,900 71. 

“The interest account has been very heavy, $2,039 68 
We need $10,000 00 in cash every month to pay for the: 
work. We always begin to get in debt the first month of 
the year, even while the Convention is in session. Spe- 
cial efforts have always been made just before the Con- 
vention, and then for several months after the contribu- 
tions are very small. The past year, for instance, we 
needed, to meet current expenditures, trom May Ist 
to October Ist. about 350,000 06. We received 
in that time $23,140 00, thus forcing us to borrow 
nearly $27,000 00, in addition to our other in- 
debtedness, paying interest on that sum. In eleven 
months less than $70,000 00 was received, and in April, 
the 12th month, over $35,000 00 was received. Thus 
one-third of all given was received in the last. month. 


Are we honoring God by carrying on His work in this 
way ? 


TABULATED. 
“We have the following statistics, showing the con- 
‘dition of the work in all the fields: Churches, 98; Out 
>tations, 128; male Missionaries, 38; female, 48; ordained 
natives, 34; native females, 8; males, 67; baptisms, 735; 
present membership, 4,295; houses of worship, 30; day 
schools, 31; scholars, 851; contributions, $5,553 20. Taken 
altogether, the year has been one of gracious blessings. 
We have a noble band of workers in the foreiga lands. 
Thus again are we encouraged by the Master, with 
“Lo, Iam with you always, even unto the end of the 
world.” Let us cease not to praise His holy name. 
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But when we contemplate the open doors to the 
Gospel, the magnitude of the trust, “Foreign Missions,” 
and the feebleness of all we have done, ought we not bow 
our heads in shame, confessing our sin of omissicns, and 
beg earnestly for the spirit of obedience and love for the 
Master's commission: “Go preach My Gospel, that we 
may give.” Go and preach because He has said go. 
May we obey, because to obey is better than sacrifice. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Avex A. Lomax, 
D.C. Perkins, 

Speeches by Brethren A. A. Lomax, E. E. Thornton 

and G. C, Blount. Report adopted. 


The Association, standing, sang “All Hail the Power 
of Jesus’ Name !" 


Committee. 


Sunday Schools. 


During the 116 years of the Sunday School move- 
ment as we now have it, wonderful progress has been 
made, Robert Raikes and his contemporary, Wm. Fox, 
a Baptist of London, could not foresee the magnitude to 
which the Work to which they put their hands would at- 
tain within a century. To-day no church is regarded as 
fully alive to its obligations and privileges that does not 
have a Sunday School. We live inan age of schools and 
learning, and there is great danger that in our anxiety 
for the literary and scientific training of our children, we 
may neglect the more important part of their education, 
namely, a knowledge of the Holy Scriptures, which is 
able to make them wise unto salvation. 

I desire to see the time when go one will be regard- 
ed as educated who does not have a good knowledge of 
the Scriptures. Whence the growth of infidelity that char- 
acterizes the 19th century? Chiefly ‘the non-religious 
schools. By far the largest per cent of infidelity is found 
among those who have enjoyed the greater educational 
advantages. One of the chief works of the Sunday 
School is to counteract the pernicious influences of the 
times by implanting in the characters of the children 
such fixed convictions concerning the truths of God's \ 
word that no after influences can shake them. From 


the best information I can get, there seems to be only 


ten Sunday Schools in Oxford Association of twenty- 
one churches. This is not as it should be, for every / 
church should have a Sunday School. 

As to the literature used, I would leave that to the 
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preference of each school, as the publications of both 
our Sunday School Board and the A, B. P. Society, are 
admirably gotten up, aud would.well answer the purpose 
of our schools, 
Submitted, 


W. I. Harais. 
Speeches by Brethren W: I. Hargis and E. E. Thorn- 
ton. Report adopted. 
Moderator appointed Committee on Finance, J. W. 
Higginbotham, Wm. Beard and J. R. Jones. 


Resolved, That we meet tomorrow morning at 20 
minutes to g o'clock for devotional service, and Bro. J. 
J. Gipson is appointed to conduct the service. Benedic. 
tion by Bro. W. P. Winter. 


‘ 
SECOND DAY— Morwninc Sussion. 
8.40 O'CLOCK A, M. 
SEPTEMBER 4th, 1806. 

Devotional service conducted by Bro. J. R. G. Hew- 
lett, and his talk was real good. 

9 o'clock a. m.— Minutes of first day read and ac- 
cepted. 

REPORT OF CONCORD CHURCH QUERY COMMITTEE. 

With reference to said questions, your committee 
beg leave to answer the first by saying, the Civil 
Courts can not interpret the Scriptures for us. Hence 
we emphatically answer in the negative. 

As to the second, our answer is, they should be 


brought under the censure ana the discipline of the 
church. } 


Respectfully submitted, 


Avex A. Lomax, 
H.W. Rockertr, 
R. G. Hewett. - 
Calmly discussed by Brothers A. A. Lomax. W. I. — 
Hargis, J. W. Higginbotham, P. H. Lowrey, G. C. Blount. 
The report is unanimously adopted. 


Report on Woman’s Work. 
Report on Woman's Work was read and adopted 
without speeches as follows: 
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Deak BRETHREN:—Your committee begs leave to 
submit the following report: That the christian religion 
has elevated woman to a higher sphere than all other re- 
ligions may be seen by comparing her condition in 
christian lands with that of her sisters in heathen lands. 
Where Christ reigns, woman is loved, trusted: and hon- 
ored, while in heathen lands is not regarded as man’s 
equal, but is his burden-bearer and slave. We thank God 
for the high position she now holds, and commend her 
to the brotherhood as an example in perseverance and 
liberality. Her persistence is manifested in that she has 
gone steadily on with her work and in many instances 
under protest of the brothers. Her liberality is manifes- 
ted in what she has and is now doing. During the last 
conventional year they contributed something over $s,- 
377.44 In State of Mississippi. We rezommend that the 
brethren encourage the sisters in their work, and that the 
sisters seck the co-operations of the brethren, and that 
they make their reports and contributions through and 
inthe name of the churches to the Secretary of our 
State Board. May the Lord bless their labors. 

Respectfully submitted, 
J. A. Ler. 


Total Abstinence. 


Your committee on the above subject offers the fol- 
lowing: First, a definition of terms. 

1. Abstinence, Webster defines —“ The refraining 
from an indulgence of appetite, or from customary grati- 
fications of animal propensities, It denotes a total for- 

Carance of the usual quantity. In the latter sense it 
may coincide with temperance, but in general it denotes 
4 more sparing use of enjoyments than temperance.” 

2. Total, “ whole, full, complete.” 

Therefore, total abstinence means complete absti- 
nence. Abstinence from what? We are not told, but 
are left to infer or judge from the past method of hand- 
ling this subject. It at least embraces abstinence from 
intoxicants, and should embrace abstinence from any- 
thing and ¢verything that is hurtful to the physical or 
moral nature of man. 

; Intoxicant is defined, ‘anything that can intoxicate’ 
Norcester). Intoxicate means to make drunk. There 
are other things that are used besides alcoholic drinks 
that are hurtful and that will intoxicate. The highest 
form of total abstinence requires that all these things 
should be refrained from. Prominent among these age 
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tobacco, opium or morphine. The only sure preventive 
against drunkenness is never to use anything that will 
produce drunkenness. The persen who uses intoxicants 
is in danger of becoming at some time intoxicated. The 
curse of God is denounced against the drunkard, while 
we are told in the scriptures that drunkards shall not in- 
herit the kingdom of God (1 Cor., 6:10). It is not said 
drunkards who are made drunk by wine or whisky, but 
simply drunkards, regardless of the means by which they 
are made drunk. The opium, morphine or tobacco 
drunkard is just as much condemned by God as the wine 
or whisky drunkard. 

The prevalence of the accursed and accursing cigar- 
ette habit among the boys of our land is enough, in the 
estimation of your committee, to cause all users of the 
accursing weed to call a halt and seek to view this thing 
of tobacco using from a Bible standpoint, while they hold 
the judgment and eternity in view. 

Respectfully, 

R. G. Hew cetr, 
J. M. Tatum. 

Discussed by Brethren R. G. Hewlett, B. T. Kim- 
brough, A, A, Lomax, J. R. G. Hewlett, J. W. Higgin- 
botham, D. C. Perkins, E. E. Thornton, F. F. White and 
H. W. Rockett, generously, when the following amend- 
ment was offered and adopted: 


Resolved, That the “Report on Total Abstinence, 
be amended by striking out the word tobacco when re- 


ferred to as an intoxicant. Report as amended was 
adopted. 


Committee. 


11 O'CLOCK A. M. 

The Association standing, singing: “There isa Foun- 
tain Filled With Blood,” and joined in prayer led by 
Bro. A. M. Croxton. Bro. A. A. Lomax read Scrip- 
ture lesson from First Cor,, oth chapter, and preached 
from text, Epistle of Jude, 22, 23 and 24. Oh! that 
that sermon could be written, printed and read as it 
was heard by his congregation. Let us remember the 
fire company. 


Prayer and benediction by brother R. G. Hewlett. 


EVENING Session—2 'OCLOCK P. M. 
Special hour for report on 
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State Missions, 


There is one feature of State Missions that does not 
belong to Foreign Missions; and in a sense, all missions 
beyond the State are foreign. I allude to the direct 
secular benefit we get in State missions. We get our 
money back in kind, as #t were. We are providing for 
the protection of our property from the incendiary, the 
thief, and from the robber; for the protection of our 
homes and our children from the debauchee and the 
saloon; yea, more, our own lives, it may be, from the 
red-handed musderer. If we build a church anywhere 
in the State, that church may make the man w ho goes 
from that neighborhood or county to the Legislature a 
better man;and may create back‘of that mana better moral 
and public sentiment; and on aclose vote in the Legisla- 
ture that man’s vote may make a good law or prevent a bad 
one for the whole State. And thus a church planted-on the 
coast may give a personal and pecuniary benefit to us on 
the Northern borders. The State is. the integral, as it 
were, of our civilization, and we cannot help any county 
or community of it, however remote, without benefitting 
the whole. 

his is not 1 time for us to forget that the wise man 
said, and said it from God, “When the wicked rule the 
people mourn,” and “when the righteous rule the people 
rejoice.” Nor should we suppose that this is absolute, 
nor that we know better. . We need to be constantly re- 
minded that this is a christian civilization, and the jible 
base and foundation; and when its great truth§ are 
ignored, or stolen away by the skillful, cunning hand of 
infidelity, we may expect anarchy, and every disaster it 
brings to follow.” Our laws do not allow an Athiest to 
hold office and they require every man from Governor to 
Constable who does hold office to kiss the Book and to 
appeal to God on oath before he can enter on_ its duties. 
No juror can take his seat in the box to try a case till he 
has taken such an oath. You will not hear a witness tell 
what he knows in any case in court till he has made 
such appeal to God. 

Attention directed everywhere in the administration 
of government to God and the Bible;—to the fact that 
this is a christian civilization. 

_ But are these oaths kept to-day? Do officers do 
their duty and witnesses always tell the truth? Every 
church planted and every sermon preached by our state 
Missionaries ought to make some woman or man better 
and help make a better public sentiment, and thus help 


IS its 
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give the State better laws, better officers, and laws bet- 
terenforced God has given us great civil ii 
name, I beseechyoy-let us do all we can to preserve it, 
This is first; without it we can do nothing for toreign mis- 
sions. 

In presenting this secular plea, if | have properly 
so termed it, I would nothave you lose sight of the 
fundamental first great object of all missions, the salva- 
tion of souls. A soul saved in the State is as much asa 
soul saved in Italy. 

And let us, my brethren, also remember that he who 
works or gives in this greatest of all Causesthat can en- 

age the attention of men—Missions— receives back from 
Gord to himself the greatest spiritual blessings and the 
largest measvre of earthly happiness allotted to man, 
not to mention the unspeakable riches of the joys and 
rewards reserved for the faithful children of God in that 
Better Land. 
Respectfully, 


B. T. Kimpeoucu. 


Moderator appointed Committee on Apportionment 


as follows, to-wit : 
Antioch W. M. Laster. 
Wm. Crow. 
Bethany . W. Rockett. 
Big Springs Willie Hudson. 
Bethel . M. Wilburn. 
P. D. Childress. 
..+- E.G. Leigh. 
Concord... Jas. Tatum. 
Good Hope F, A. Lamb. 
Liberty Hill W. H. Tyler. 
Bit. Gilead.................../ A. F. Alexander, 
New Liberty................. Samuel Wilkins. 
Oxford B. T. Kimbrough. 
Panola P. H. Lowrey. 
Pope.... .. H.W. Rockett. 
Pilgrim Rest W. M. Vanderburg. 
Shady Grove W. R. Tatum. 
Union ’. H. Hudson. 
Water Valley..... Hiss elavisws nates’ C. G. Blount. 
Yellow Leaf -.-. Paul Knight. 
MON wii suinis uichle giana vagy ce J. L. Sisk. 
Paris....... Terry Box. 


Nore—Report of Digest Committee was not called 
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Devotional Committee announced that Brother J. J. 
Gibson will preach at Rock Hill Church to-night at the 


asual hour, 
A special moment was granted to Bro, W. I. Hargis, 


who spoke in behalf of the “Orphans’ Home.” 


Report on Publication. 
We, your Committee on Publication, beg leave to 


submit the following report : 

We earnestly recommend our State papers, the Bap- 
tist Record and the Baptist Layman, to our brethren. 
We recommend the Foreign Mission Journal, the publi- 
cation of our Sunday School Board, published at Nash- 
ville, Tenn. We recommend the American Baptist Pub- 
lication Society for books, tracts, etc. We wish we could 
report only one good, strong paper for the State, but we 
have two, and neither one covers the whole field, so that 
it is nccessary to tkae both to keep up with the affairs 
of the State. We hope the proprieturs of the Record 
and the Layman will see their way to consolidate the 
two and give us a better paper at the price of one. 

H. W. Rockerrt. 
R. H. McEroy. 

Bro. WV. A. Hurt, of the Baptist Layman, being pres- 
ent, was invited to, and did speak to the report, and on 
the subject of the denominational papers. The report is 
discussed by Brethren B. T. Kimbrough, S. R. Lamb, A. 
A. Lomax, R. G. Hewlett and H. W. Rockett, and heart- 
ily adopted, 


Report of Apportionment Comittee, 
Your Apportionment Committee, composed of one 
member from each church, met and apportioned to the 
twenty-three churches as follows : 


PUI 0 a0 ai ie bib 6 8 gi Neda o Oe oh gS $8 00 
Bethany........... Gee Oa cewek waisn Saale 25 00 
SOUR Bip os nkawidestcauminsas 1§ 00 
ON 6585 sc inex ddoesces een wakes 16 00 
Cleat Creek ois ci's adoie cess cas eeec.. 40 oo 
SAO on Sie dddesa se canta sa deck 50 00 
SII 60 ein gs sn wea vineiis tnd oatscde 16 00 
Good Hope ©i8.0, 050 56:0; 6, Beiwiens ie © da dleveieeolw ae 40 OO 
Liberty Pil... . cc. ccc cccccecce. ele. 10-00 


Mt. Gilead... 0.0.0... ..cccecce, soso 5 00 
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New Liberty.... 00 
Oxford 00 
Panola 00 
Pope 00 
Pilgrim's Rest sels co 
Shady Grove 

Union,. oo 
Water Valley oo 
Yellow Leaf 


P; 


5 00 
00 
00 


B. T. KimprouGu, Chairman. 


Report on Home Missions, 


While Home Missions, in its broadest sense, means 
alk Mission work at home, however and by whomsoever 
done, itis here used to designate especially the work 
done by the Southern Baptist Convention in the South- 
ern States and Cuba. This work is under the immediate 
direction of the Home Mission Board. This Board is 
elected by the Convention and is under the control of 
the Convention and makes its report of the work done to 
the Convention at each annual mecting of that body. 

The Gomicile of the Board is at Atlanta, Ga. Henry 
McDonald, of Georgia, is now President of the Board, 
and Rev. I. T. Tichenor is Corresponding Secretary. All 
communications to the Board should be directed to Rev. 
I. T. Tichenor, Atlanta, Ga 

The last report of the Board to the Convention, at 
Chattanooga, of its work for the year ending May Ist, 
1896, shows fine work and encouraging results. We take 
from this report the tollowing encouraging statistics: 
Missionaries, 411; churches and stations, 1626;- baptisms, 
5617; received by letter, 6672; churches constituted, 217; 
houses of w orship built, 92; houses of worship repaired, 
146. 

We will not undertake to give here the financial sta- 
tistics, but refer to the report of the Board, which is 
given in full in the Minutes of the last meeting of the 
Southern Baptist Convention on Pages §5 to 72 inclusive. 

The werk of this Board is confined mostly to efforts 
among the Negroes, the Indians, the foreign population 
of the various Southern States and the strong Catholic 
«centres, like New Orleans, and to Cuba, but it also em- 
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braces help to destitute places among other classes. 

We would emphasize especially the encouraging re- 
sults of this department of our work: 411 Missionaries 
and 5,617 baptisms, besides 6,672 added to the churches 
by letter. 

In importance it seems to us that the Home Mission 
work ranks second to none. Upon America more than 
upon any other Nation rests the execution of “The Great 
Commission.” Without a Christian America the world 
would long remain in darkness. Being the home of lib- 
erty our land is therefore the home of Christianity. Jesus 
said, “The truth shall make you free.” As America is 
the home of Christianity, so is the South the home of 
orthodox Baptists. From here must radiate the truth in 
its purity. How vastly important, then, that our own 
people, and those who come to live among us should be 
Christianized and baptized und indoctrinated, and thu; 
equipped and furnished for every good word and work. 

Respectfully. submitted, 
P. H. Lowrey, 
for Committee. 

Report is spoken oa by Brethren P. H. Lowrey, B. 
I. Kimbrough and A. A. Lomax. Adopted. 

The order of business is suspended, and the matter 
of selecting place of next session of this Association is 
taken up. Goodhope Church is chosen. Goodhope 
Church is about 714 miles easterly from Batesville and 
Courtland onthe I. C. Railroad, about one hour’s drive 
over splendid upland roads. The brethren are now about 
completing a neat and comfortable house -of worship. 
Goodhope Church, at old Sinners’ Camp Ground, Panola 
county, Mississippi, was made historic by the member- 
ship of Father Holly W. Middleton, of polemic fame, and 
others of note. It is the home church of our loved 
Moderator, S. R. Lamb, and his large family connection, 
associated with the Thorntons, Paynes, Hallmans, Joslins, 
and Woodruffs, from among whom the Lord has but late- 
ly called to his service our loved young. brother, S. A. 
Woodruff. Goodhope isthe very home of hospitality 
and christian fellowship and brotherly love. 

Benediction by Bro. R. G. Hewlett. 
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TWENTY-SEVENTH ANNUAL SESSION 
THURSDAY—o o'crock a. m, Sept. 5, 1896. 


It has been raining since 4 o'clock a.m. The con- 
gregation is belated. The clouds are passing off, the air 
is balmy and “nature seems refreshed.” 

Bro. A. A. Lomax conducted the devotional exer- 
cises, reading the Scripture and talking on the longing of 
the christian heart for power to obéy, to do good, to lead 
others to salvation. 


Report on_ prayer meeting and family worship, 
spoken on by Brethren E. E. Thornton, A. A. Lomax, 
W. S. Mallory, E. W. Barton and P. H. Lowrey, and 
then adopted as follows, to wit: 


The prayer meeting holds an important place in the 
ministry and work of our churches. For the develop- 
ment and application of spiritual giftsamong the mem- 
bers, there is no power greater than the prayer meeting. 
It affords a season for gaining spiritual strength. “They 
that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength.” It 
is a means of union in desire, harmony in expression, a 
supply of needed help and power for christian duty and 
church work, and spiritual enthusiasm in speaking gos- 
pel truth to others. “These all continued with one ac- 
cord in prayer and supplication. And when the day 
of Pentecost was fully come, they were all with one ac- 
cord in one place. And suddenly there came a sound 
from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled 
all the house where they were sitting. And they were 
all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak as the 
spirit gave them utterance.” Such. was the power and 
results of the first prayer meeting after our Lord’s ascen- 
sion. But it is to be confessed that, in all our churches, 
the prayer meeting might be made a greater power for 
good. Then, how ean the prayer meeting be made 
more fruitful in union, strength and power for the 
achievement of its God-ordained work? 

Your committee will venture to suggest,--(1) Prayer- 
ful preparation for the prayer meeting. (2) Punct- 
uality on the part of each individual member of the 
church in attendance, and earnest effort to get others to 
attend. (3) Hearty co-operation with the leaders while 
in attendance, 


FAMILY WORSHIP. 


The family is older than the tabernacle, the temple, 
orthe church. Abraham and all the patriarchs wor- 
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shipped Jehovah in their families. The form of the 
Lord's Prayer suggests a family altar. “When thou 
‘on- prayest, enter into thy closet”—and, “after this man- 
air ner pray ye: “Our Father which is in Heaven,” 
The “our,” “we,” and “us” running through the 
prayer indicate that it is to/be used where the sins 


ney and wants of more than one person are presented; and 
, of yet it is to be used within closed doors. “Give us day 
ead by day our daily bread” implies a daily use of this form 

of prayer, and hence it must be in the home, and not in 
‘i the occasional public assembly. 

P, I Wawa Mhdek iat : rn ‘ “ 
Ue. n the very beginning of his work of preparing “a 
am people, made ready for the Lord,” God commanded 
ind through Moses,—“and these words, which I command 

thee this day, shall be in thine heart, and thou shalt teach 
the them diligently unto thy children, and shalt talk of 
op- them when thou walkest by the way, and when thou 
m- liest down, and when thou sittest up.” These solemn 
ne. and impressive words call fora “double daily” reading 
ey of the Scriptures and prayer in the family. God de- 

It clares, in His word, that piety is to continue from gener- 
a ation to generation by the fathers instructing the chil- 
nd dren. Nothing else can take the place of home instruc- 
n§- tion, home worship and home piety. 
ac- Your committee, therefore, most earnestly recom- 
‘‘~ mend daily reading of the Scriptures, and prayer in the 
chs family circle, 
nd E. E. Tuornton. 
ed S. A. Wooprurr. 
re 
he The Committee on Education not being present, the 
nd usual written report is not had. Education, Mississippi ] 
'n- College at Clinton, Miss., Blue Mountain School for / 
= Girls, and other schools were discussed by Brethren A. 
Ne A. Lomax, E, E, Thornton, H. W. Rockett, P. H. Low- 
he rey and P. D. Childress. 

Bro. A.A. Lomax asked and was gladly granted 

F- time and Opportunity to take up an offering for Ministe- 
ia rial Education. 

to Upon motion, it was carried that a committee for 

le next Association be appointed on the cigarette habit. 

' Committee as follows: R. G. Hewlett and W. H. Dick- K 
ins, 

e, Moderator announced Standing Committees as fol- 


r- lows: (See Standing Committees, ) 
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the funds according to the several objects, 
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Report of Finance Committee, 


Received for Missions.............. 000005. $17 85 
Received State Missions......... a deesp terete cove 12 58 
*Received for Minutes.............0005..,.. 31 35 
Received for Clerk's Fees...... Corer recoccoe 3 50 
Received for Mississippi College....... coors 400 
Received to-day on Ministerial Education.... 1 6< 
Total amount received....... ee ee ++ 870.90 
J. W. Hiceixsoruam, 
J]. R. Jongs, » Committee. 


W. J. Bearp. 
Adopted. 
*Nore—The amount given here for minutes does 
not correspond with the letters: 


Report of Executive Board, 


We the Executive Board beg leave to report that we 
organized after our appointment at Oxford during the 
session of the last Association by electing Brethren A. 
A. Lomax, President; and W., J. Faulkner, Secretary. 
Since then we have held no regular meeting till the pres- 
ent. We have come to the conclusion that since we do 
our work through the State Board there is no longer any 
necessity forthe .existence of our board. We there- 
tore recommend that the constitution be so changed as 
to dissolve our board, and that the officers of the Asso- 
ciation be invested with the same duties and powers of 
the board. A. A. Lomax, 

W. J. Harais, Seretary. President 

Adopted without speeches. 

Upon motion the present Executive Board is con- 
tinued. (See directory.) 

Brother E. E. Thornton is duly elected to preach 
next Associational Sermon, and A. M. Croxton, alternate. 

Upon motion it is carried, that the Association meet 
at 10 o'clock a. m. on Thursday before the 2nd Sunday 
in September, 1897. 


Brother. H. W. Rocket gave due notice that a motion 
will be made to change Constitution at next meeting of 
Association as refered to in report of Executive Board. 

Upon motion it is carried that Treasurer disburse 
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Resolved, ‘That we, the delegate’ from the churches 
in the Oxford Association assembled, do, with united 
voice express our sincere thanks to the brethren and 
sisters of the Concord Baptist Church and the kind peo- 
ple at Concord for the abundant hospitality and exceed- 
ing kind reception and brotherly attention given us, and 
that we go to our homes praying God's blessings upon 
them as a church and people. A. M. MALtory. 

Clerk is instructed_to print Minutes and send out to 
the churches according to the money sent in, as shown 
by Church letters, for that object. 

Upon motion it is carried that each church which 
has not done so be requested to send to the Clerk the 
um of one dollar. 

Bro. S. R. Lamb, Moderator, is elected as delegate 
to Southern Baptist Convention at its next meeting, and 
Bro. H.W. Rockett is Alternate. 

It is requested that the churches will send funds to 
the Clerk to defray the expense of the delegate to South- 

1 Baptist Convention. 

Moderator appointed following delegates to next 
State Baptist Convention: R. G. Hewlett, A. A. Lomax, 
H.W. Rockett, J. W, Higginbotham, E. E. Thornton, 
W_ H. Hudson, D.C Perkins, C. G. Blount, P. H. Lowrey, 
As T: Bobo, G. W. Hollowell, H. LL. Johnson, W. E. 
Hudson, W. W. Dickens. 

Upon motion S. R. Lamb, Moderator, is adde d. 

Kesolved, That the Churches be requested to increase 
their “Minutes fund” to pay for publishing Constitution 
and Rules of Decorum of this Association, and that each 
Church hereafter send as much as one dollar, Clerk's 


ices, 

The hour for preaching having arrived,:the Associa- 
tion sang with spirit, “Rock of Ages Cleft for Me.” 

When Bro. E. FE. Thornton had read Scripture lesson, 
Paul's letter to 2d Cor., 5 chap., standing, the congrega- 
finn sang “Jesus, Lover of My Soul.” Bro. Thornton’s 
text was from the latter portion of the 17th Ps., preach- 
ing on the “Christian Hope.” 

Prayer by Bro. H. W. Rockett. Benediction by 
Bro, R. G. Hewlett 


, 
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~ MINUTES 


-OF THE.... 


OXFORD BAPTIST ASSOCIATION 


~»..OF.... 


MISSISSIPPI, A.D. 1897. 


OFFICERS : 


§ R. LAME. Moperaron, . + - Frederick. Miss. 
A.T BOBO. CLERK, “4 - - - - Batesville, Miss. 
JM. TATUM, Tarasumea, “> +e - Taylors, Miss. 


PAAR BOD LAIST 


TIME AND PLACE OF NEXT MEETING : 


Thursday Before the Second Sunday in September, A.D. 
In97, at 10 o'clock a.m, with the Water 
Valley Baptist Church. 


BPP 


TO PREACH THE INTRODUCTORY SERMON : 
8. A. WOODRUFF. J. R. G@. HEWLETT, Aurerxate 


PPADS 
WATER VALLEY, MISS.: 


HERALD STEAM JOB PRINT, 
1897. 
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PROCEEDINGS 


OF THE... & 


a 


TWENTY. EIGHTH ANNUAL SESSION 
OF THE.... 


| OXFORD BAPTIST ASSOCIATION 


| HELD WITH THE 


| GOOD-HOPE BAPTIST CHURCH, 


Eight and One-Half Miles. East of Batesville. 
Panola County, Miss., on Thursday, 
Friaay and Saturday, September 
9, 10 and 11, A.D. 1897. 


Ws 
SATIN 


OFFICERS: 


S.R. LAMB. MopERATOR. A. T. BOBO, Cierk 


J.M. TATUM. TREASURER 





Order of Business. 


Call for Petitionary Letters. 
Miscellaneous. 
Receive Reports of Messengers. 
Miscellaneous. 
Appoint a Finance Committee. 
Miscellaneous. 
Receive Reports of Standing Conynittees. 
~Miscellaneous. 
Receive Treasurer's Report. 
Miscellaneous. 
Receive Report of Finance Committee. 

2 — Miscellaneous. 
Appoint Standing Committees. 
Appoint Place of Next Meeting. 
Appoint Brother to Preach Introductory Sermon. 
Miscellaneous. 
Call and Correct Roll and Read Minutes 
Adjourn. 





DIRECTORY : 


EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE, 


1. N. Lowry. W. J. Edgar. W. J. Beard 

P. D. Childress. E. T. Leigh. W. R. Tatum. 
J. D. Woodruff. J. G. Hill. E. W. Barton. 
M.A. Burkhalter A. J. McKee. W. I. Hargis 
A. T. Bobo. . James McKee. H. W. Rockett. 
J. L. Sullivan. R. C. Henry. J. E. France 
J.P. Wilbanks. J. L. Sisk. J.T. Johnsey 
Terry Box. L. H. Shuford. J. Mize. 


LOCAL COMMITTEE. 


A. M. Croxton. H. L. Johnson. 
A. J. Jackson. E. L. Wesson. 
Z. D. Jennings. 


STANDING COMMITTEES. 


Epucation— P. H. Lowry and D. C. Perkins. 
State Missions-- A. M. Croxton and W. I. Hargis. 
Home Misstons— E. L. Wesson and C. G. Blount. 
ForEIGN Missions R. M. Leavell and S. R. Lamb. 
Pustications —E. W. Barton and S. A. Woodruff. 
Toray Asstinence —H. L. Johnson, J. W. Higginbotham 
Woman's Work H. W. Rockett and J. D, Woodruff. 
PRAYER MEETING AND Famity Worsuie— A.A. Lomax and 
W.W. Dickins. 
Cicarerre Hapir J. R. G. Hewlett and J. L. Sisk. 
Scnpbay-Scnoois. J. A. Lee and G. W. Hollowell. 


ORDAINED MINISTERS. 


A. A. Lomax, Batesville. H. W. Rockett, Harrison 
R. G. Hewlett, Burgess. W. I. Hargis, University. 

A. M. Croxton, Oxford. S. A. Woodruff, Frederick 
H L. Johnson, Nolen. E. L. Wesson, Water Valley 
lorry Box, Paris. C. C. Brown, Splinter. 

G. W. Hollowell, Reynolds. J. R. G. Hewlett, Burgess 


LICENTIATE. 


W.H. Hudson, Water Valley. 
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T THIS Pamphlet printed good enough 


for you? If se. we know our price for 
such work willl sult you We have the 
Cheapest and Best Pablishing House, in the 
Stute We know the meaning of words, and 
when we say cheapest and best, we mean 
than our work Is as good as can be had any- 
where, and our price for the same class of 
work the Lowest : therefore we are the Best 
wcause Weare the cheapest. Charch Clerk 
from every where, send as your Minutes, and 
save your Assoctation money 
HERALD STEAM JOB PRINTING OFFICE 

WATER VALLEY. MISS 








...fDinutes.... 


The Oxford Baptist Association met in its Twenty- 
eizhth Annual Session with the Good-Hope Baptist 
Church, eight and one-half miles southeast of Batesville. 
Miss., at 10 o'clock a.M., on Thursday, September 9, 1897. 
[t was called to order by the Moderator, Bro. 8. R. Lamb. 
Devotional exercises were conducted by Bro: J. E. Barnett, 
prayer by Bro. E. D. Hustler 

Bro. D. C. Perkins, the Clerk. being absent, Bro, Fred 
A. Lamb was appointed Clerk pro tem. 

Letters being called for, Brethren E. L. Wesson and J. 
R. G. Hewlett were appointed Reading Clerks. Letters 
were presented and read from twenty-two Churches. 
naming délegates to represent them as follows : 


Burgess W. J. Beard, W. FE. Crow 

Big Springs T. L. Boydston, J. L. Langdon, W. J 

BRethany No delegate 

Bethell R. M. Wilboura 

Clear Creek— BR. G. Hewlett, J. RB. G. Hewlett. P. D. Childres, J.D. Wil- 
jams, Miss Lizzie shelby and Miss Lizzie Buford 

Concord —E. 8. Moore, F. M. Jones, J. M. Tatum, J. W 
W.R. Tatum 

Courtland—J. 8. Barnett, E. T. Leigh, A. H. Leigh. 


Edgar, H. L. Johnson. 


Higginbotham 


Good-Hope--E. M, Thornton, B. B. McCullough, J. W. Lamb. =. A. Wood- 
ruff, D. E. Hollman, J. A, Baker, 8. R. Lamb 
Liberty HUL—J. G. HHL, W. Nixon, Jesse McCullar 
Mount Pisgah— David Patterson. 
Mount Gilead—E. W. Barton, Levi Williams, Walker Gibson 
New Liberty—A. J. MceKee,.J no Scott, J. A. Wells. 
i) 


Oxford W. 8. Matory, W. I. Hargis, Ernest Hargis, B T. Kimbrough 
Kimbrough, A. M. Croxton and Mrs. F. 8. Leavell. 
Panola—A. A. Lomax, P. H. Lowry, T. P.Gooch, W 
T. Bobo 

Hope's H. W. Rockett and C, A. Lipe 

Pilgrim's Rest—G. W. Hollowell, L. D. Jones, John Brown, J 

Varis—Tersy Box and J. 8. Martih. 

Ptocowa—L. H. Shuford. 

Pisgah—J. Mize and J. A. Mize. 

Shady Grove J. L. Sullivan. 

Union— W. C. Haire, 8. L. French and 8.G. Henry. 

Water Valley—A, J. Jackson, J. D. Peacock, J. M Smith. E. L. Wesson 

Yellow Leaf—J. M. Mooney and J. P Wilbanks. 

Yocona— J. R. Taylor, W. R. Gore and Jesse Sisk. 


\ 


W. Dickins and A 


ames McKee 
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Balloting for permanent officers resulted in the election 
of S. R. Lamb, Moderator ; J.M. Tatum, Treasurer, and 
A. T. Bobo, Clerk. The appointee and alternate to preach 
the introductory sermon both being absent, Bro. J. E. Bar- 
nett, on invitation, preached an able and impressive ser- 
mon. Text : 2 Kings, 7:9. The choir sang: ~ All the 
Way My Suviour Leads Me.” Prayer by Bro. E.L. Wesson. 

On motion, the order of business of the last meeting was 
adopted. 

Adjourned until 2 o'clock P.M. 


Evening Session. 

Met at 2 pw. The choir sang : “ What a Friend We. 
have in Jesus.” Prayer by Bro. D. A. Givens. 

On call for Corresponding Messengers, the following 
Brethren responded and were cordially weicomed to seate 
with us: D. A. Givens, of Yalobusha Association ; J.E 
Barnett, M. J. Derrick, N. F. Metts, E. D. Solomon and 
D. G. Young. of Coldwater Association ; J. J. Gibson, of 
Chickasaw Association, and -W. V. Johnson, representing 
the Baptist Layman. 

Committee on Devotional Exercises: 5S. A. Woodruff, 
B. B. MeCullongh and J. W. Lamb. 

Petitionary letters from Ptocowa and Pisgah Churcher 
were presented, read, and the Churches duly received 
Bro. A. A. Lomax extending the hand of fellowship to 
their delegates. 


REPORTS OF M ESSENG ERS. 


\ Brethren H. W. Rockett, R. G. Hewlett and A. A 
Lomax attended the Southern Baptist Convention. Bre 
W._ W. Dickens attended the Baptist State Convention 01 
Mississippi. and Brethren A. A. Lomax and H. Ww 
Rockett attended the Coldwater Association. 

Resolved, That in as much as our sisters in many 0! 
our Churches are we: king along with us in Woman's Mir- 
sion Societies, that we suggest to them to form an Associa- 
tional Meeting, to be held in connection with this As- 


sociation, and that the proceedings of said meeting be 
published in the minutes of this body. 
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The Moderator appointed the following Finance Com- 
mittee : W. W. Dickens, J. W. Higginbotham and Jesse 
Sisk. 

A motion to change the Constitution so as-to abolish 
the Executive Board of this Association, after a pleasant. 
liscussion, was defeated. 

A motion prevailed that the Executive Board be lo- 
located at Water Valley for the ensuing year. 

The Moderator appointed executive and Loci Com- 
mittees. (See Directory ). 

On motion, 9:30 o'clock a. m_ to-morrow ‘is set for read- 
ing and discussing all reports on Miss ‘ons. 

On motion, the Moderator appointed Brethren E. L. 
Wesson, A. M. Croxton and W. I. Hargis a committee to 
arrange programs for Fifth-Sunday meetings to be pub- 
ished in the minutes. 


TREASURER'S REPORT FOR 1896. 
September 4th, to cash for minutes......... $31 35 


4 5O 
State Missions... 12 55 
Missions ........ 17 &5 
Miss. College....- 4 00 
* Ministerial Edu- 
cation 65 


w) 


September 6th, to amount paid J.R.G. Hewlett for 
Mississippi College 

September 6th, by amount paid J.R.G. Hewlett for 
Ministerial Education 

September 11th, by amount paid D. C. Perkins for 
ininutes 

ar aged 11th, by amount paid D.C. Perkins for 

er 

October 6th, by amount paid A. 
general work 7 SD 

‘Jet. 6th, by amount paid A. V. Rowe for State 
missions 2 55 


MM) 


On motion, the Moderator appointed delegates to th 
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Baptist State Convention, as follows: H. W. Rockett, 
A. A. Lomax. R.G. Hewlett, 8S. A. Woodruff. E. L. Wes. 
son, H. L. Johuson, G. W. Hollowell, Tersy Box, P. H 
Lowry, T. L. Boydston, P. D. Childres, D. C. Perkins. 
W. I. Hargis, A. M. Croxton. J. R. G. Hewlett. W. R 
Crore and A.-T. Bobo 

Ou motion Bro. S. R. Lamb is added to the abov: 
Committee 









8.8. Work, 







COMMITTEE ON APPORTIONMENT. 
Antioch —-G. E. Laster. 
Big Springs -T. L. Boydston. 
Buryess——W. E. Crow. 
Bethel—I. O. Adams. 
Clear Creek —J. D. Williams 
Courtland—E. T. Leigh 
Concord—J. M. Tatum. 
Giood-Hope—.J. W. Lamb. 
Liberty-Hill—J. G. Hill. 
Mt. Gilead—Levi Williams 
New-Liberty J.J. McKee. 
Oxford—W.S. Malory. 
Panola—-W. W. Dickins. 
Pilgrim’s-Rest—J. W. McKee. 
Popes—C. A, Lipe. 
Ptocowa —L. H. Shuford. 
Paris Tersy Box. 
Pisgah —J. Mize. 
Shady-Grove —J. L. Sullivan. 
Union — W. C. Haire. 
Water Valley A. J. Jackson. 
Yellow-Leaf—James Mooney 
Yocona—W. R. Gore. 

Ou motion, the Committee on Mississippi College being 
absent, Brethren J. R. G. Hewlett and S. A. Woodruff 
are substituted. r 

Sang * Praise God From Whom all Blessings Flow;:” 
prayer by Bro. J. J. Gibson. 

Adjourned until 9 a. mi. tomorrow. 
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SECOND DAY MORNING SESSION. 





Met at 9a. m.: devotional service conducted by Bro 
M. J. Derrick; read 108rd Psalm - prayer by Brethren N 
F. Metts, M. J. Derrick and A. A. Lomax. 
Minutes of yesterday were read and approved. 
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Bro. E. W. Barton was substituted on prayer-meeting 
ind family worship. 


REPORT ON STATE MISSIONS. 


Missions are the outgrowth of the direction of Christ, 

(io ve into all the world and prea 
creature“ Christ sont his dis ‘iple 
and the Church at Antioch, dir: 
apart Paul and Barnabas to “vo 
Grosp-l. and other Churches chose 
and in this way was started the 
more hearts, causes 


th the Gospel to every 
3 to teach every nation. 
scted by the Spirit, set 
to the Gentiles with the 
others to go with them; 
work which now burdens 
Kreater sacrifices and diffuses more 
light than any other work on earth. Christ, in his Wis- 
dom, laid the plan for, not only the enlightning of the 
world, but for the Kreatest development and happiness of 
those who have the light of life We have, for conveni- 
ence, divided the work of Missions into three departments : 
Foreign, Home and State Missions. State Missions means 
the mission work done within our State, and is carried on 
by the contributions of our Churches, through the co. 
operative management of the State and Associational 

Mission Boards. The State, or Convention Board, has on 

it the responsibility of looking after the destitution in the 

entire State. and receives po compensation whatever in 

Money for its time and work. The Corresponding Secre. 

lary looks after the mission work in the entire State, em. 
ploys and settles with all the 


missionaries ; visits every 
Association he 


possibly can ; manages and keeps account 
of all the Foreign and Home Mission Funds, Sunday- 
school funds, Sustentation funds, and will, in the future. 
manage the funds for church extension, besides going 
Whenever and Wherever he ean and preaching to the 
Churches, and he receives for all his work only $1,500. 

This much in explanation of the work and its cost, 
During the last convention year there were employed by 
the Convention Board in the State over one hundred Mis- 
‘lonaries, and these did - 


D 


Jays of actual Service 


COS $8 SSeS 2a Ene “Coaneéies ate-0% 6,500 
‘umber of miles WOVONED sic t salir ycue races ote 25,000 
Naber of stations... 001 c172Teritteses 137 
Number of miss sistas ra PE Te 3,850 
Church Prayer-Meetings atteended.............. 1,250 
“amilies Visited for religious purposes ........... 5,000 
Aumber of persons Baptized..........007 700° MAT 
Baptised by others in meetings where I labored 645 
ecelved by letter 


Restored to ( ‘hure Sais « wige Sa 
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Number of Churches organized 

Sunday-schools organized 25 
Officers, teachers and scholars in same 500 
Total number of Sunday-schools W 
Officers, teachers and scholars in same 5,000 
Sunday-school addresses delivered 140 
Number of pages of tracts distributed .. 32,000 
Subscribers obtained for “ Record” 268 


$2,000 
1,100 
Money collected for other purposes. . 
Number of Houses of Worship commenced 
Number of Houses of Worship finished 


Number of Houses of Worship repaired ) 


Value of Houses of Worship $ 6,000 

From this you can see something of the greatness of our 
mission work in our State, and can somewhat appreciate 
the work of our Secretary, who must keep in touch with 


every Missionary and assisted Church, or Mission Station. 
This, brethren, is our work. God has given it to us to ac- 
complish for His glory, and we can never let up until the 
last destitution has been supplied. The Convention asks 
us to bear our part in this work, and we ought to acquit 
ourselves }ike men who love the Lord, and appreciate His 
sufferingy for us. Besides your gifts, the Based needs 
your prayers for Divine guidance, for their work is as re- 
sponsible, in every appointment they make, as that of your 
Church in selecting its pastor. Be assured that the Board 
fully realizes its sccountability and responsibility, and 
asks and interest in your prayers. As we must meet our 
record at the bar of God, let us pray and give for the glory 
of God. Respectfully submitted, 

E. L. Wesson. 

F. A. Lama. 

REPORT ON HOME MISSIONS. 

As no changes have taken place in the management and 
methods of our Home Mission work during the last twelve 
months, we beg leave to quote the following from the ex- 
cellent report, on this subject, to this body at its last ses- 
s10n : 

“ While Home Missions. in its broadest sense, means al! 
mission work at home, however and by whomsoever done. 
itis here used to designate especially. the work done by the 
Southern Baptist Convention in the Southern States and 
Cuba. This work is under the immediate direction of the 
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Home Mission Board. This Board is elected by the Con- 
vention and is under the control of the Convention, and 
inakes its report of the work done to the Convention at 
each aunual meeting of that body. The domicile of the 
Board is at Atlanta, Ga. Henry McDonald, of Georgia, 
is now President of the Board, and Rev. I. T. Tichenor is 
Corresponding Secretary, All communications to the 
Board should be directed to Rev. I. T. Tichenor. Atlanta, 
Georgia.” 

We quote the following st itistics from the report, on this 
subject, to the last State Convention : 

“The Board had in its employ last year 372 Missionaries, 
who made 62,175 visits, baptized 4,709, received by letter 
4,746. Under their labors 139 Churches were constituted, 
and 57 houses erected, 129 Houses of Worship improved, 
and 313 Sunday-schools organized, with 10,700 teachers 
and pupils. Missis sippi gave last year in cash $3,191.36- 
not including value of boxes something less than was 
asked for. She was aided by the Board to the amount of 
$1,125. Besides this the Board has agreed to pay $1,000 
and interest to our Church at Jackson for five years, 
$2,000 of which has been paid. We are asked this year to 
xive $4,000, and your committee earnestly recommends 
that the pastors press the claims of this Board upon their 
people.” ‘ 

In round numbers there are 105,000 white Baptists in 
the State. This would be less than 4 cents apiece, A 
arge number of these gives nothing. If all were brought 
to exercise their strength in religious work, what an in- 
ee we would wield for truth and the uplifting of the 
pe ple. 

May the 


day soon come when each one of us shall realize 
that his dr 


ity here is to help some one else. 
H. W. Rocker, 
S. A. Wooprurr. 


REPORT ON POREIGN MISSIONS. 


Anti-mission is anti-Christian, and is, therefore, anti- 
Christ. When Christianity extends itsely to the remotest 
points in the cirele, it remains pure at the center : but 
When it ceases to extend itself to every point of the cir- 
cumference, it becomes corruptat the heart and rotten to 
the core. The inner life of a tree is manifested in outward 
; 80 is the inner spiritual iife of Chris. 
in its gifts to missions. Dead trees are 
are ; 80 are dead Christians, The Christian’s 
ife hid with Christ in God is a fruit bearing life. “ Here. 
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in is my Father glorified. that ye bear much fruit : and so 
shall ye bear my desciples.” 

We rejoice to be able to report that there is a semblance 
of life in our churches. though it be somewhat feeble. Ac- 
cording to the report of the Foreign Mission Board sub- 
mitted to the Convention last May in Wilminzton, there 
had been paid in for the preceding year $125,681.99. The 
statistics show 1,529.19] white Baptists in the South, 
making an average contribution of about S4 cents per 
member. How account for such niggardly giving ? “The 
love of money,” was declared in Apostolic times to be “a 
root of all evil.” and it is by no means an antiquated doc- 
trine in this boasted Nineteenth Century of ours. Our 
Churches are filled with people who rejoice in their re- 
ligion principally because it costs them nothing ; and a 
man’s religion is wortl. to him just what it ec. sts him. The 
statistics of Mississippi Baptists giye us a membership of 
105,323, and a contribution to missions of 323,000, being 
about 21 4-5 cénts per member. We are reported as 
having 1,696 members in the Oxford Association, con- 
tributing $685.45, or a little less that 41 cents per member. 

During the past year the sum of $15,367.79 of the cur- 
rent contributions had to be applied to the past indebted- 
ness of the Board, and thereby the debt was reduced to 
$13,532.79. This debt was provided for at Wilmington by 
pledges from the representatives of the different States. 
and the Board was able to begin the new year’s work with 
a clean balance sheet. The Board would never have been 
reduced to the ne ‘es-ity of going in debt had Southern 
Baptists been alive to their opportun.t.es. We are prone 
to boast over other religious denominations when we con- 
sider our fidelity tothe Master's command in regard to th: 
ordinances of His house. Baptists are strong on the ordi- 
nuances, but weak on the commission, In Mar. 16:16 the 
Master says: “He that believeth and is baptized shall 
be saved :” but in the preceding verse He commands : 
“Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to th: 
whole creation.” Only the comm*ssioned have a right to 
the ordinances, 

The per cent. of conversions is like a vanishing num- 
ber when compared with the increase in population and 
the increasing miseries of the unsaved. We content our- 
selves with yrudging out a mere pittance of our abund- 
ance, and delude ourselves into the belief that we have 
done our Christian duty by grumbling at results and find- 
ing fault with men and methods. The many are relieved 


and the few are burdened We reap where we have not 
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sown and gather where we have not strewn, “ If any man 
hath not the spirit of Christ. he is none of His,” “ Hard 
times” is the devil's “ watchword,” with which he mashals 
tens of thousands of church-members “ like dumb, driven 
cattle.” The harder the times the harder his emmissaries 
work: e. y., from 1890 to Us96 was the hardest period in 
our national life. The people of the United States, in the 
year 159), consumed 972,578.87 gallons of malt liquors 
and wines Estimating the population at 65,000,000, would 
xive each man, woman and child about 15 gallons. The 
year 1591 was a little harder. and the consumption rose to 
1,097,971,118 yallons : 1892, 1.114.292.9201 gallons ; 1893. 
the hardest year, the consumption was 1,207,731,903 gallons. 
about 17 gallons for “very man, woman and child in the 
United States, estimating the population at 70,000,000. 
Now, compare the contributions to missions and benevo- 
lent objects during these years, and see how the Churches 
went baekward. and the devil advanced with his army, 
Estimating the cotton crop of the South at 3238,600,000, 
it would take about five crops of cotton raised in the South 
'o pay for all the liquor drank in this country. In addi. 
Hon to the $3,469,661 barrels of malt liquors sold in the 
revenue year. ending June. 1895. this country imported 
310,909,655 worth of liquor for 1896, The total produc- 
tion for the world for 1896 was 5,659,726.670 gallons. 
“Hard times !” Yes, but never so hard as to stop the 
traffic and cousumption of liquor. The devil can stampede 
4 whole church with that cry when a call is made for mis- 
sions. His emmissaries have a patent on it. 

[t vives me great pleasure to be able to call your atten- 
tion to the noble work of our consecrated Christian women. 
[f she was the instrument. in the hands of Satan to disin- 
Herit Adam's race, she is found to be a more powerful in- 
strument in the hands of the Holy Spirit in the restora- 
lion of the race to its hope of life through Jesus Christ. 
It was-of a woman, and of a woman ouly, that Christ said - 
“ She hath done what she could.” From the reports to 
the convention last May we find that these noble women 
raised last year for Foreign Missions, $23,476.33 = for 
Home Missions, $29,931.31; the grand total, $53,407.64. 

" View of the limited means for making money ‘at her 
‘Sp umand, and the narrow position men insist ‘that she 
shal] occupy, a comparison of our work with hers ought to 
“ause us to blush « crimson.” 

f A. M. Croxton, 

Reports were discussed by Brethren E. L. Wesson and 

A. V. Rowe. 
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The hour for preaching having arrived. the conyrega- 
tion, standing, sang : “ Jesus, Lover of My Soul.” Prayer 
by Bro. E. L. Wesson. Brother Wesson then read the 
oth Chapter of Hebrews, using the 11th verse as his text. 
from which he preached an edifying sermon. Prayer by 
Bro. R. G. Hewlett. Benediction by Bro. E. L. Wesson 


Evening Session. 

Met at 1:30 o'clock. Sang : “Come, We that Love the 
Lord.” Prayer by Bro. H. L. Johnson. The Moderator 
being sick, Bro. B. T. Kimbrough was elected Moderator 
pro tem. 

Discussion of the miss'on reports was resumed. Bro. E 
L. Wesson read a letter from Bro. J. G. Chastain. of 
Mexico. 

Reports adopted. 


REPORT ON EDUCATION, 


I shall not discuss so much the question of education. 
ur the necessity of education as the kind of education 

Education of some kind is a foregone conclision. The 
very nature of the mind. its hungerings for food. its ever- 
opening capacities, its imperative demands, — all conspite 
to insure its education as a certainty by which to maintain 
its existence. The mind, like the body, must feed or die 
The food may be inferior, it may be ruinous, destructive 
in the end, as food to the body may be, and yet the altern- 
ative confronts us, the mind must feed or it must die 
inanition is the logical inevitable sequence, mutual pab- 
ulum of some kind in less or larger measure is an absolut: 
necessity; mind, nature and invironment conspire to meet 
and supply this necessity. 

The law of self-preservation impe's the mind, as the 
body, to seek and secure in some way and at almost any 
cost. that which perpetuates sane continuance. 

Shall this imperious, inexorable demand be supplied 
with vicious or wholesome nutriment ? This is the ques- 
tion, not simply the questson-of supply or no supply, but 
what kind of supply ? And from whence and from whom 
and what sources shall the supply be brought? From 
sources with a downward trend or an upward incline * 
From sources vile. or virtuous ? From sources whose grac- 
uation is finished character and eternal life, or moral de- 
formity and eternal despair ? 
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The kind of education is fraught with interest as big as 
the eternities and as lasting as the ages. Observe, [am 
not writing of Academic, Collegiate or University courses. 
but of the kind of educa‘ion —not scientific or mechanic, 
neither popular nor. professional. - 

It is the kind that brings the pupil, boy or girl, old or 
young, to know Goland Jesus Christ. whom he has seut 
into the world. That kind of education which civilizes 
the affections and brings all the inherent forces of life in 
subjection to God and His will. It is the kind which de- 
thrones “the self” and enthrones the Christ which sinks 
self and exalts the Lamb,— which loves humanity and 
strives to rescue a perishing race. This and this only is 
the kind,--Christian Education this is the foundation 
and copestone, of all education, the bed-rock of character 
and the finial of perfection. It is God’s ideal, our high- 
est attainment and the world’s vreatest need 

In our favored land it begins in the nursery, and 
the mother the first teacher and the home the first school, 
the Bible the great book, and an immortal the first pupil 

a pupil with afuture—a future that reaches on and on 
‘till we come, if it were possible, to the gravestone of duty. 

What of this teacher? What of the home where this 

first school opens? It is for you who hear to answer. 
(iod’s mandate to you and me_ is “ Train up a child in the 
way he should yo.” Bring them up in the nurture and ad- 
monition of the Lord.” “ Fathers, provoke not your chil- 
dren,” as many do in fault-finding, in refusing wholesome 
books, papers; in omitting Bible reading at home, and 
family prayer, in neglecting the Sabbath-School and crit- 
icising the preacher. 
_ I cannot enlarge; the subject is too great and our time 
is too limited. Christian culture is heart culture, — soul 
culture. It is within reach of the peasant, is not be- 
neath the prince. One and all, high and_ low, rich and 
poor may share its blessings. 

God speed the day when it may be universal. 

Respectfully Sabmitted, 
Avex. A. Lomax. 

Discussed by Brethren A. A. Lomax and J. L. Sullivan. 

Rep rt adopted. 


REPORT ON MISSISSIPPI COLLEGE, 


On the 3d day of last June Mississippi College closed 
one of the most prosperous sessions that has ever been re- 
corded in her history. The conduct and work of the 
student body, at large was above the average. The work 
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of the faculty, with the exception of one department, 
which has been strengthened, was of a most excellent 
quality. In adtinistering discipline, the faculty has en- 
deavored to be impartial and kind, but discreet and firm 
The past history of the College not only reflects honor 
upon the institution, but upon the Baptist denomination 
that has held her in its strong Christian like embrac> from 
the early dawn of her history down to the present day 
While her past history has boon written in letters of gold 
upon the page of fame, we should not forget her future 
With her strengfhened faculty and a large number of the 
most brilliant young men that our “ Fair Southland ” can 
“afford, Mississippi College, on the fifteenth day of Sep- 
tember, will open the session of 1897-98. 
New boys will answer to the call of her clear sounding 
bell, and old boys will cheer her with song and tears 
We heartily recommend her to the young manhood of 
our free God-given America, b-cause she has a curriculum. 
in some respects, equal to that of the University of Missis- 
sippi, and in some respects its superior. Mississippi Col- 
lege has a Commercial Department which is a credit to 
the Institution. The difference between Mississippi Col- 
lege and other schools is, while other schools are culti- 
vating the brain, Mississippi College is cultivating the 
heart also, and is a college for the poor and rich. 
J. R.G. Hewverr 
S. A. Wooprvrr. 

Spoken to by A. V. Rowe, A. M. Croxton, P. H. Lowrs 
and B. T. Kimbrough. 


Report adopted. 


On motion, the Board of Trustees of Mississippi Col- 
lege is requested to appoint P. H. Lowry solicitor for eu- 
dowment fund in this Association. 


REPORT OF APPORTIONMENT COMMITTEE. 


Your Apportionment Committee, composed of one men- 
ber from each Church, met ang elected E. L, Wesson 
Chairman and W. W. Dickens Clerk, 


and apportioned to 
the Churches as follows - 


- 
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Antioch $ 10 OO/Mt. Gilead 
Bethany 5 25 0O Mt. Pisgah 
Big Springs 10 0O0|'New Liberty 
Burge 16 00 Oxford 
Bethel 5 00 Panola 
40 00 Popes 
Courtland 5) 00 Pilgrim's Rest 
Concord 25 00 Paris 
Good Hope 
Liberty Hill 
Shady Grove 
Union 5 00: Yocana 25 
150 00 Total........... $901 
E. L. Wesson, Chairman. 
W. W. Dickens, Clerk. 
REPORT OF FINANCE COMMITTEE. 
Received for minutes..............0..0........ $ 35 00 
4 General Missions... . 33 20 
Clerk’s Fee 15 
35 
, and his receipt accompanies 
this report. -. W. W. Dickens, Chairman. 
RECEIVED OF FINANCE COMMITTEE. 


For minutes 


$106 35 
J. M. Tatum, Treasnrer: 
On motion, the Treasurer is instructed to disburse the 
funds according to the purposes for which it was con- 
tributed. 


REPORT ON* PUBLICATIONS. 


This is an age of publications. “Of making many 
books there js noend.” Millions of pages of all charac- 
ters and on all subjects flood the world and carry with 
t em a tremendous power for good and for evil. Good 
publications are among the greatest blessings on earth, 
while evil or corrupt publications are one of its greatest 
curses, 

Christians should utilize to the utmost limit the power 
of the press for the promulgation of truth. There are 
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thousands of good books and papers published daily. As 
the best of all books, we would recommend the Bible, It 
should be the daily study of all Christians. It is em. 
phatically a Baptist ‘book. Among Baptist papers arc 
the Layman, Record and Orphanage Gem, of our own 
State. So Mississippi Baptists need not go abroad for 
Baptist papers. The publications of the Board of the I. 
B. C. at Richmond and Nashville should be patronized by 
Southern Baptists. The branch house of the American 
Baptist Publication Society, at No. 63 Whitehall Street. 
Atlanta, Ga., can furnish any Baptist books that may be 
desired. Also the Baptist Book House at Louisville. Ky. 


Respectfully, 
+ R. G. Hewcerr, 


Chairman Committee. 


Adjourned until 9 a.m. tomorrow. Prayer by Bro. H 
’. Rockett. 


Third Day--Saturday. 


Met at 94M. Devotional services conducted by Bro 
E. D. Solomon. - Choir sang: “Pass Me Not.” Prayer 
by Bro. H. L. Johnson; read the 5lst Psalm ; prayer by 
Bro. G. W. Hollowell. 


The Moderator being sick and unable to be present, the 
Moderator pro tem, Bro. B. T. Kimbrough, presided. 

The minates of yesterday were read and approved. 

The report on publications. read yesterday evening, was 
spoken to by Brethren RG. Hewlett, J. L. Sullivan and 
W. I. Hargis, after which it was adopted. 

Bro. A. H. Ellett, of Blue Mountain, was introduced and 
made a brief speech. 


REPORT ON TOTAL ABSTINENCE. 


No argument is needed to show the impropriety of Chris- 
tians indulging in intoxicating liquors as .a beverage. 
whether occasionally and with moderation, or frequently 
and immoderately, Total abstinence would exclude every 
drop of anything that intoxicates, whether it be beer, wine: 
or any other form of fermented liquors,or distilled liquors 
And, indeed, if even a very moderate use of intoxicants 
does no good, it must do harm as an example, if nothing 
more. 

* Touch itl taste not, handle not,” is a good motto for 
every Christian. In the iudgment of the writer, the us 
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of intoxicating liquors is not more demoralizing to the one 
who us°s them than the use of opium or morphine ; and 
vet it is a lamentable fact that many of the Churches have 
in their membership persons addicted to the opium habit, 
and nothing being done to correct the evil. Itis seldom 
tuat a line is published in any of our papers concerning 
tuis growing vice ; and more, I doubt whether an article 
upon that subject could be gotten into one of our papers, 
however well written, while they freely open their columns 


‘to articles upon the whiskey phase of intemperance. Wil] 


some one answer why it is thus ? 
Is my position too extreme when I say that I would 
about as soon my boy would bring into my home for his 


own use a bottle of whiskey as a pack of cigarettes ? Of | 


the two enemies, when taken into the mouth, the cigarette 
will steal away the brain forces soonest. If any one 
doubts this, the evidence is not far to find. 

Total abstinence means to abstam entirely from all that 
Vitiates, and effects detrimentally the mental. moral and 
physical poures, Respectfully submitted, 

W. 1. Harars. 


Report adopted. 
REPORT ON PRAYER-MEETING AND FAMILY WORSHIP. 


Prayer is indispensable to growth in grace and the 
knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ; and in order that 
the growth and development of Christians be insured and 
illastrated for the benefit of our Master’s Kingdom, it is 


needful that the Church “be instant in season and out of 
Season,” in fervid, earnest prayer ; and there is no better 
VPpertunities to manifest and emphasize our faith and 
hope than in the regular prayer-meeting service, where 
Christians bring their requests to the Master’s feet in the 
presence and hearing of each other, 

Solomon Says: “As iron sharpeneth iron, so doth the 
countenance of man that of his friend.” The Christian’s 
Spiritual countenance is readily beheld in the prayer- 
meeting ; the hope, courage, happiness and earnestness of 
pne tends to enthusé and inspire another. A revival of 
ove to God and mankind in one heart springs into life 
and impresses and directs the spiritual energy of others. 

In the prayer-meeting Christians are brought to look in 
the Same direction, and desire the same things ; their faith 
18 quickened, their humility is deepened, and a realization 
of their dependence broadened, and their hearts are com- 
forted, and by waiting, witnessing and working in the 
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prayer-meeting they are made “strong in the stren: th 
which God supplies through His eternal Son.” 

The prayer-meeting is the effective medium through 
which Christians openly manifest and demonstrate their 
vital touch with their Lord to others, but in the closet and 
athe family altar the fire is kindled. 

The fittest place for a Christian to begin to let his light 
shine is in the family circle. It is there that he can aptly 
invite the confidence of his children, and impress his con- 
victions of right and truth. Early impressions are re- 
membered longest. A child’s mind may be said to be in 
# plastic state, as easy to impressions as wax, but destined 
to become like granite or bronze in retaining the marks 
and lines of right training in the home. 

The faith and trust of the Christian should be exhibited 
in the morning and evening prayers and study of the 
Scriptures. 


Report adopted. 
REPORT ON SUNDAY-SCHOOLS. 


The Sunday-school today isa large institution. Some 
of us may not know the extent of it. We have now not 
only the Church school, but also the county organization. 
the district and the State. This is one s ystem in which 

he State Inter- 
denominational Convention several times, and can testify 
that it requires no sacrifice of denominational views to be- 
long to it and act with it ; but there is great opportunity 
for benefit and improvement, by comparison of methods 
in use in the different emia and denominatio:s. 

This State Convention meets at Oxford next May, and I 
now give you a cordial invitation to send delegates and 
attend. Every Sunday-school of every denomination has 
a right to send delegates. Then we have the International 
Sundsy-School Union. I had the pleasure of attending 
the International Sunday-School Convention last year, at 
Boston, of which our State organization isa part. It 
meets every third year, and brings together a number of 
the great men-leaders of all denominations. It is called 
International because it takes in Mexico, Canada and al! 
North America, with, of course, the United States ; and I 
believe one or two foreign countries. 

This isthe Convention that appoints the committee 
which select the lessons we study every Sunday. Our 
own Dr. Croxton helped to select’ that committee at Bos- 
ton last year. It is chosen every thir! year.. Dr. Broadus, 
when alive, wasa member of ‘that Lesson Committee. 
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There are three Baptists on it now, and no denomination 
has a larger number on it. Dr. B. F. Jacobs, a Baptist, is 
its chairman, and is really the originator of the system, 
and is its great leader to-day. 

Iam the member of the Executive Committee from 
Mississippi for that body. This Committee has one mem- 
be-,oaly from each State. It puts out workers, organizers, : 
etc., amon both white and colored, — such as Prof. Ham- 
mel and Mr. Maxwell, (Col). The Executive Committee 
is wholly different from the Lesson Committee. 

Then there is the World Organization. The World’s 
Sunday-school Convention is to meet in London next 
year, but efforts are being made to postpone it to 1900, 
whon cheap rates to the Paris Exposition will enable a 
larger number to attend. What a gathering will be there ! 

I have given this brief outline of these great Union 
Organizations, to get you interested more in them, They 
stimulate and instruct: and Baptists are making a great 
mistake and losing the opportunity of this age for Sunday- 
school advancement in failing to lay hold of and co-oper- 
ate more unitedly with these great agencies. 

They do not in the least restrict the freedom of the 
ssperate schools. The schools tof each denomination use 
the denoninational literature. I trust every school in the 
bounds of this Association uses our own literature pub- 
lished by your Board at Nashville,—Dr. J. M. Frost, Sec- 
retary. Do we need the Sunday-school ? Where else so 
learn the Bible ? At home ? In the day school ? From 
the pulpit ? 

Do we need it for children only ? Are grown men and 
‘een too well informed in the Bible for it to help them ? 
Who should go,and what should be taught ? Ah, my 
rethren, these questions multiply and press home to your 
‘very heart. “Hethat knoweth his duty and doeth it 
not, to him it is sin.” Motto,—A Sunday-school for every 
Church, and every member a “ scholar,” 

B. T. Kimprovan. 

After a pleasant discussion the report was adopted. 


REPORT ON CIGARETTE HABIT. 


As the world progresses, evils seem to increase. Among 
the later agencies for evil is the Cigarette Habit. The 
fruits of this habit are evil and only evil, and that con- 
tinually in the judgement of your Committee, from what 
the papers say about it, it is one of the greatest curses of 
modern times. It seems to be making wrecks physically, 
intellectually and morally, of thousands of the boys of our 
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land. It is laying thus one of the heaviest taxes on what 
should be the future manhood of our land, that the so- 
called civilized world has ever known. 

There are causes that have brought this evil upon us, 
and there doubtless are remedies that should be used to 
oppose its progress and ravages. The causes should be 
sought out, and, if possible. removed; and the habit should 
be combatted by all legitimate means. Your Committee 
is of the opinion that the Cigar Habit is the parent of the 
Cigarette Habit, as the man is the father of the boy. 

We fail to see how the cigar man can condemn the 
cigarette boy without condemning himself; and would 
sug est that happy will be the man whose hands shall be 
found to be clean when we ull stand before God in the 
judgment. 


R. G. Hew tert. 
Report adopted. 


REPORT ON WOMAN'S WORK. 


The duty assigne | to us is a hard one. Woman's w rk 
in the churches is so closely allied to man's work, or to ex- 


press it differently, the work ef women and men is so 
nearly the same that it is difficult to make a report on the 
seperate work of cither. Woman was created as man’s 
i moet, and not as his rival; yet in these latter days 
the various Churches and religious organizations have as- 
signed to her a seperate work. 

In our Baptist Churches, various organizations of the 
women have been effected, all of which might be included 
under the general name of Women’s Missionary Societies. 
The object of these Societies is to augment or suppliment 
the general Church work, 

In this Association, if we are to take the reports made 
by the Churches through their letters. as a criterion, these 
Societies amount to very little. Only two Churches re- 
port any sugh Societies, and of : these one has contributed 
$34.25, and other $9.25 to various objects. Two other 
Churches refer to Seperate work done by the women, 
one toa weekly wom in'’s prayer-meeting, and the other 
to about $200.00 raised by the women for Church furnish- 
ing and organ fund This, of course, is not to be taken 
as the full work of our women. No doubt a large part of 
the work done, and the contributions made, as reported in 
the letters, were by the women, and it is more than prob- 
able that of the contributions credited to the women sep- 
erately, some were made by the men. 


We are not prepared to say to what extent these Socie- 
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ties ought to be encouraged, but if they are right and 
proper there ought to be some effort made to increase 
their number and efficiency in our Association. Let us, 
however, emphasize the importance of al] auxiliary organi- 
zations being subordinate to, and a part of the Church. 

On the general subject of Woman’s Work. we beg to 
call attention to Proyerbs 31st Chapter, and verses 10 to 30. 

Respectfully submitted, 
P. H. Lowry, Committee. 
Report adopted. 


Minutes of the Woman's Missionary Union of 
tbe Orford Baptist Association. , 


The Woman's Missionary Union of the Oxford Associa- 
tion was called to order at 2 o'clock, Sept. U, 1897, by 
Mrs. C. E. Jeffres, Acting Vice-President. 

Devotional exercises conducted by Mrs. Jeffress, com. 
menced by reading the 27th Psalm. Prayer by Miss 
Tecoa Burnett, of Courtland, 

Miss Maud Payne was appointed Secretary. 

The object of the meeting was stated by Mrs. Jeffress, 
viz.: to excite a stronger missionary spirit; to effect a more 
thorough organization of all existing Societies : to inagu- 
rate other Societies in each Church in the Association. 
and to report the work of said Societies in a more system- 
atic manner to the Central Committee. 

Only four Societies were reprgsented in the meeting, 
\iz.: Oxford, by Mrs. F. S. Leaya 1; Courtland, by Miss 
Tecoa Burnett : Panola, by Mrs. 8. R. Yarborough ; Good 
Hope. by Mrs. M. A. Todd, and only partial reports were 
received from them. 

ut interest in the work seémed to be aroused, and 


lca ladies promised to enter the work on their return 
1ome, 


An interesting letter from Mrs. Aven, of Clinton, the 
Corresponding Secretary of Central Committee, was read. 
It contained an earnest appeal for missions,—its motto 
being: “4 Voman’s Society in every Church, and every 
worn & member of that Society.” 

n order to fall in line with this motto, the following 
resolutions were offered : 

Ist That we earnestly solicit the aid of the pastors and 
delegates of this Association in organizing such Societies 
in their respective Churches, and cultivate a spirit of 
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giving among our women; and arouse each to individual 
responsibility in the cause of Missions. 


2nd—That the work may be systemized and reported 
regularly. 


Prayer by Mrs. Jeffress. . 
Mrs. C. E. Jerrress, 
Acting Vice-President. 
Miss Maup Payne, 
Secretary 

Resolved, That the sisters of our Churches are entitled 
to and should exercise the same rights, privileges and 
powers in our Associations and Conventions, that are 
given them by the Scriptures, in our Churches. 

On motion, the Clerk is ordered to publish the Con- 
stitution and rules of decorum of this Association, in the 
minutes of this session 

Moved and carried, that the Clerk be required to have 
published the usual amount of minutes, and distribute to 
each Church in proportion to ths amount ¢ mtributed by 
that Church, and keep the overplus, if there be any. 
for his own services. 

On motion, proceeded to select places of next meeting, 
and Water Valley is selected as the place, and Thursday 
before Second Sunday in September, 1898, the time of next 
meeting. 

Bro. 8. A. Woodruff is chosen to preach the introduc- 
tory sermon, and Brother J. R. G. Hewlett alternate. 

A motion prevailed that the Moderator pro tem., be 
authorized to appoint Standing Committees, on his re- 
turn home, and forward them to the Clerk for publication 
in the minutes. 

Resolved ; That the thanks of this Association are due 
and are hereby tendered the good people of this com- 
munity for their very generous hospitality during this 
session of this body. 


On motion, Brother E. D. Solomon was requested to 
take collection for ministerial education, which he did, 
receiving fifteen dollars. 

Roll called and corrected. 

Minutes read and approved. 

‘Adjourned, to meet at Water Valley on Thursday before 
second Sunday in September, 1898. 
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CONSTITUTION. 


ARTICLE 1. The Association shall be called the Ox. 
ford Baptist As-ociation, which shali meet annually. The 
object of this union shall be to cultivate fraternal inter- 
course and love between the churches composing this 
body, and to unite their efforts in the great work of 
advancing the Redeemer’s kingdom, In the prosecution 
of these objects, the dissemination of the gospel by mis- 
sionary operations, both at home and abroad, shall receive 
their encouragement, fostering care and supp rt. It shall 
be the aims of this Association to promote the cause of 
Sabbath-schools, also the interest of general education, 
and more especially the education of the ministry. All 
Christian and charitable euterprises shall receive their 
encouragement, among which the support of superanuated 
and worn-out ministers will receive especial attention 

Art. 2. Each church be'onging to this Association 
shall be entitled to three representatives until the number 
of members reaches tw mty-five, and one delegate for 
every twenty-five ; provided in no case shall any church 
have more than eight delegates. 

Art. 3. The delegates present representing churches 
shall, during the session. present their letters of corres- 
pondence, which must state their appointment, together 
with the number of members in fellowship ; the number 
baptized ; received by letter: restored ; dismissed by 
letter, excluded and died during the year. 

ArT. 4. Any church of this Association failing to rep- 
resent hers-lf at one meeting wil be expected to state the 
reason thereof at the next meeting ; and any church thus 
failing at two successive meetings, the Association may 
consider her dropped from her number, or may appoint a 
committee t» inquire into the cause of such failure. 

Art. 5. Other churches approving our Articles of 
Faith, and desiring to act and live in fellowship with us, 
may be admitted into this body by signifyin, their ap- 
proyal and desire by delegates and letters. 

ArT. 6. This Association shall have a Moderator, 
Treasurer and Clerk, who shall be chosen by ballot at 
each annual meeting as soon as the letters from the 
churches are read and the names of the delegates enrolled. 
A majority of the votes cast being necessary to*an elec- 
tion. 

ART. 7. Membership in this Assaciation shall be 
essential to eligibility to any office within the body. 
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Art. 8. This Association shall have no power to 
adopt rules or institute proceedings that shall infringe 
upon the independence or rights of churches ; but it may. 
wen requested by a church in its letter or correspond- 
ence, and not otherwise, give advice to such body, and it 
may separate from such churches as are known to walk 
disorderly, 

Art. 9. This Association may correspond by letter or 
messenger with other representative bodies of the Baptist 
denomination, 

ArT. 10. This Association shall, at its annual meet- 
ings, appoint an Executive Board, composed of as many 
members as there shall be churches repressnted, with 
five additional members living in the same vicinity, an 
five of whom shall constitute a quorum, Each | Bhs 
shall have the privilege of nominating its own member of 
the Board. Said Board shall elect its own officers and 
shall have power to transact the business of the Associa- 
tion when the Association is not in session, and for this 
purpose shall meet as often as its chairman shall deem 
hecessary, An annual report of the proceedings of the 
Board shall be made to the Association, 

Art. 1l. The Constitution may be altered or amended 
at any regular meeting by a majority of two-thirds of the 


members present, provided the proposition to change 
be made at a previous meeting. 


RULES OF DECORUM. 


ARTICLE 1. The Association shall be opened and closed 
'Y prayer, 

Aar.2. The Moderator shall be considered judge of 
order, and shall have discretionary right to call to order at 
any time. 

ART. 3. Any member not satisfied at his decision may 
epbeal to the Association the same day, but at no other 
Ime, 

ART. 4. The Moderator shall have the same privilege 
of speech as any other member of the body, provided he 
call some brother to the chair ; but shall not be permitted 
to vote except in case of tie. 

ART. 5, Every motion made in order and seconded, 
after Sufficient time for discnssion, shall be, by the Mod- 
*rator, put to the vote of the Association, a majority of 
whom shall fovern, and the decision shall be publicly an- 
hounced by the Moderator. 





SLT 


atiiterature Used 


30 MINUTES OF THE 


Art. 6. But one member shall speak ata time, who 
shall rise to his feet arid address the Moderator ; and the 
Moderator when addressed by a member for permission to 
speak, shall signify the same by naming the person, or 
otherwise. 

Art. 7. Every member in addressing the body must 
confine his remarks to the subject under discussion, and 
no member shall be interrupted while speaking, unless he 
departs from the subject, or use words of personal reflec- 
tion. 


Art. 8. The application “Brother,” shall be used in 
our addresses. 

Art. 9. No member shall be allowed to speak more 
than twice on-the same subject without leave from the 
Association, nor more than once until all have had an 
opportunity of speaking. 

Art. 10. No member shall be at liberty to absent him- 
self during the hours of business without leave from the 
Moderator. 

ArT. 11. It shall be the duty of the Clerk to keep a 
correct record of the prceeedings of the Association and 
submit the same for the correction of the Association at 


the close of each session, and to preserve a file of all pro- 
ceedings of the bod 


ArT. 12. It shall be the duty of the Treasurer to re- 


ceive all moneys presented for Associational purposes and 
pay them over by the order of the body. 


ArT. 13. In case of a motion to suspend any rule of 
ion, a vote of two-thirds shall be necessary. 

Art. 14. The roll of delegates shall be called at the 

close of each session, and absentees without permission 


shall be designated upon the minutes as such, without 
leave from the Moderator. 
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PROGRAMS _ 7 
FIFTH SUNDAY MEETINGS 


IN THE— 
OXFORD ASSOCIATION 


FOR THE— 


Associational Year from Sept. 1897, to Sept. 1898 


OCTOBER, 1897. 
PLACE—LIBERTY HILL CHURCH. 

Time, 1] A.M., Friday—Devotional exercises, conducted by 
C.G. Blount. Sermon at 1] A.M. by W. I. Hargis. 
we : “Our Need of the Holy Spirit in Christian 

ork. 

1:30 P.M. —“ The Gospel Plan of Contributing to the Su 
poe of Church Work.” S. A. Woodruff and J. L. 


ullivan, 


2:30 Pim, —« Regeneration or Reformation, Their Differ- 
ence and our need.” 

3:30 Pom. Meeting of Associational Board ; every mem- 
ber urgently requested to be present. 

9:30 a.m., Saturday—“The Bible Idea of Training Chil- 
dren, and Our Young People’s Need.” ’. I. Hargis 
and J. A. Woodruff. 

11 A.M.—Sermon by E. L. Wesson. Subject: « Bap- 
tism ; its Significance, and the Scriptural Subjects 
for the Ordinance, ” 

1:30 P.M.— Reasons why the Missoionary Baptists should 
Exist.” 4. 4. Lomax and P. H. Lowry. “ The duty 
of Christians to Cultivate and Manifest Brotherly 
ve."—Essay, W. L. Houston and W. M. Vander- 
pury. 

A.M. Sunday - Sermon by H. W. Rockett. Subject : 


e Commission, and its Binding Force on the 
Churches now.” 


JANUARY, 1898. 
PLACE— BATESVILLE. 
: AM. Friday— Devotion Service, by H. W. Rockett. 


l A.M.—Sermon, by A. M. Croxton. Subject: “The 
Scriptura] Doctrine of Sanctification.” 
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1:30 p.m.—* The Origin and Benetit of Bodily Manifesta- 
tions in Protracted Meetings.” A. A. Lomax and G. 
W. Hollowell. 


2:30 p.m:--“ The Endowment of the Spirit for Effective 
Work in Soul-Winning ; How Obtained and How 
Maintained.” P. H. Lowry and B. T. Kimbrough. 

10 a.m. Saturday—*Our Duty to the non-Church-Going 
Classes, and How Best to Reach Them.” W. L. Har.” 
gis and H. W. Rockett. 

1l a.M.—Sermon by R. G. Hewlett. Subject: “The 
Possibilities of Christian Attainment in this Life.and 
Our Obligations.” 

1:30 p.m —* The Bible Teaching on Forgiveness, Malice 
and Envy.” H. L. Johnson and Terry Box. 

2:30 p.m.—“ The Best Methods of Teaching in the Sun- 
day-School.” A. M. Croxton and Geo. Leavell. 

11 a.m. Sunday—Sermon left with the Church. 


MAY, 189s, 
PLACE— OXFORD. 
10 a.m. Friday —Devotional Exercises, by S. A. Woodruff. 
11 A.M. Sermon by A. A. Lomax. Subject; “ Ohurch 
' Life, and the Secret of Success or Failure in Spiritual 
Growth.” 

1:30 p.m.— The Relative Responsibility of Each Church 
Member to Attend the Charch Meetings and Con- 
tribute to Church Support and Mission Work.” R 
M. Leavell and W. I. Hereis 

2:30 P.M.—“ A Scriptural Prayer-Meeting, and the Best 
Way to Enlist the Members in Prayer testing Work. 
B. T. Kimbrough and C. G. Blount. “ 

9:30 a.m. Saturday —“ Should There Be a Uniform Stand- 
ard of Discipline Among Baptist Churches ? For 
What and How Should Churches Discipline ?”  H. 
W. Rockett and E. W. Barton. a 

11 a.m.—Sermon by S. A. Woodruff. Subject : “The 
Kind of Preaching Most Needed.” ay on 

2 p.u.—“ The Best Method of Conducting Revival Work. 
A. M. Croxton and G. H. Holltowell. 

3 p.M.—* The Best Way to Shape the Character and De- 
velop Right Aspirations in Our Boys.” P. H. Lowry 
and H. L. Johnson. 

Sunday—Preaching left with the Church. 

There will be no meeting in July, 1898. 
E. L. Wesson, 

Chairman Committee. 
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SUNDAY-SCHOOL PUBLICATIONS 


~ Periodica Is and P Prices, | Svnday Shoot Socks ana’ Supplies 
’ 


| Infant Class Question Book B 
The Toacher A Monthly. Journal | Rev. be I Shncke on tos ak, BY 
tr and tile v. B. 


oi 
: M@centen Your. Manly, DD. ber doz. 50 conte 


Advanced Quartorly—2% counts a _Littlé Lessons No. 2-Hy fev. i 
eee coats 8 rear. ———. | Manly, 1D. Por dos, 6) Bowe” 

n te rterly-—-2% conts “TThe Cullis Gedstiee bow < 
a gearter: tconts a yous, i-ily Kev. B. Nantes, DD target 
' ter 3 ae Seine 
inert Suartery ao ape, Soya! Que 
t 
pt 


et Rev 
Leafiets--Fifty-two num on. Kuch Be. Perdoz, 
bers a year; 14 cont. *@ quarter; 5 | 


cents a year. tind necilp din: ee 
s Gem—Piity-twe sambers a 


Yoar; 64 conts a quarte r:D cents 
ear. 


ist Sanday-school W@stlion 
Rook. Vol. 2-1 i . 
Rach ne. Por doz, @._ a 
The Sunday-sehool Priiner--Por 
| Uttle ones. ler dozen the. a 
Words ~Pifty-two Catechisms tor Bible Teaching-- 
12% conts a quar. | Ry John A. Broadus, D.D..LL Db 
3 8 year. wo | (Meron. ec. pert? 
thiy Kind  Words-@q Ford's Sunday-schoul Nocord -- 
warter; 3 cents a year. | Simple. compte. accurate. Each ¢| 


ev. A.C. Dayton 
&. 


fad Words—4 ccuts & Class s--Per doz. We, “Claas 
martor; 16 cents a yeur. _ ———-. | Culleetions Envelopes--Per doz. fo- 
ure Lesson Cards for the Lit-  Testaments--Each be. by mall ic 
tle Ones—Vrinted in bright colors. Bibles--Each Me.; by mail 25 
Jconts a quarter; t2 cents a year. Peloubet'# Notes—Oloth. each #1. 
Bible Lesson Pictares—In colora. OKewarl Caris--Prlee: as , 
Size Mx: Ha year; $i a quarter. | 14, 0. 3, 90 and Cents per pack io 
‘vung People's “Leader Ae ai cards each Reward Tickets,dorna- 
page paper for youuz le—for | ented, with verse on tach. In 
Sucletles. Sunday Sehouts ane the le 3 fom, aa Te ioe ce ge 
Home 9 cents a quarter: T cénts arze, with pletores, Se. Hed and 
oie aa | bine, per Sm) 100. , 


SONG BOOKS. 

Baptist liymnal. Best book for church. Masie, round notes only @ (iy 
mails - Worlse..(hy mail  ¢ Select Gems. Ailmirable for Sunday 
school and Prayer-mevting. Masiv, round notes only, bumrd s+ Se (ay mal! 
Heh masic. cloth, Be cy U #9); words. fe "y wall ie), 

Harvest Bells iy BF WA Penn, Kaptise Evuewel ist Nos. 1, 2 and 4. 

round of shaped no boards, by mail, each Ge; same, boards, 
words only. hy mall, Skc.. paper, Le 

Manly’s Chotee Ky Basil Manly, Dp. Mausie edition. Round notes 
only. cloth, cach, The ( mall Se); music, boards, fhe thy mail 400); words 
only. boards. Ide (by mall te). 

or Hytans. Urrrsest dated. shaped or round notes, boards, Tae (by mai 
Se. Words. boards, gue {by mall 2); words, cloth, We iby mail tle); words 
se tiny eS A we t). No. & music. bourds, Me (by mull ie); words. board. 
he m 2). 

Alt single numbers are the same price as No. & §=Nos. Sb and 6, combined 
musle, boards. Ge (by mali 0c); word « boards, Se (by mall Ve); cloth. words 
loe (by pat le); paucr. Words, be (by . } 

Nos. »o covapleto, music, round notes only. $1.00 (by mail $1.20); word. 
boards. 2ie (by mall a: words, cloth, tne (by oa ' ised x 

State whether runnd ar Shaped notes are wanted in song books. We wil! 
send tound notet unless otherwise ordered Sen | Deices by mail when you 
want books by mai). 


Address all orders with cash to 


BAPTIST SUNDAY-SCHOOL BOARD, 
J. M. Erost, D.D., Cor. Sec. . Nashville, Tenn. 
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MINUTES 


‘OP THE... 


» OXFORD BAPTIST ASSOCIATION 


AOR... 


MISSISSIPPI, A. D. 1898, 


Les wee 


OFFICERS: 


- ODERATOR, - - Oxford. Miss. 
COCK, (ner. . 


- Water Valley, Miss, 
TREASURER, 


Taylors, Miss 
PPOBPOALIA 


MIME AND PLAGR OF NEXT MEETING - 


before the Second Sunday in September, A. D 


“at 10 o'elock 4. wy. with the Pilgrim’s 


Rest Baptist Church 


LI 


TO PREACH THE INTRODUCTORY SERMON: 
JOHNSON, W. I. HARGIS. ALTERNATE, 


een 


H. L 


WATER VALLEY, Mise: 
HERALD BOOK AND JOB PRINT. 








PROCEEDINGS 


TWENTY-NINTH ANNUAL SESSION 


OF THE.... 


OXFORD BAPTIST ASSOCIATION 


ELD WITH... 


WATER VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH, 
Dec. 1, 2 and 3, 1898. 


OFFICERS : 


W. I. Harais, Moderator. J. D. Peacock, Clerk. 


J. M. Tatum, Treasurer. 





ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


1—Call for Petitionary Letters 
Miscellaneous 
Receive Reports of Messenurts 


Miscellaneous 


wblene 


4 


Appoint a Finance Committee 
Miscellaneous. 

Receive Reports of Standing Committees 
Miscellaneous 


ee 


Receive Treasurer's Report 

Miecel lane ous 

Receive Report of Finance Comm:tice 
Miscellaneous. 

Appoint Standing Committees 

Appoint Place of Next Meeting 

Appoint Brother to Preach Introdactory Sermon 
Miscellaneous 

Call and Correct Roll and Read Minates 
Adjourn 


' 





iterature 


TE. 
/ ait is A : A 





DIRECTORY : 
aA. a 
STANDING COMMITTEES. 


PusLications---M. J. Derrick and J. D. Woodruff. 

Prayer MEETINGS AND FAMILY Worsnip—G. W. Hollo- 
well and D. A. Givens. 

Epucation—A. A. Lomax and P. H. Lowrey. 

Missions—H. W. Rockett and D. C. Perkins. 

OrPHanaGe —W. I. Hargis and J, R. Taylor. 

Duties or Baptists as Crrizens B. T. Kimbrough and 
R. H. Leavell. 

Sunpay-ScHoois —H. L. Johnson and Dr. W. H. Bell. 

Woman's Worx—C. G. Blount and J. D. Peacock. 

SusTenration—R. G. Hewlett and J. W. Higginbotham. 


REVISED MINISTERIAL REGITER-—ORDAINED MINISTERS. 


A. A. Lomax, Batesville. R. G. Hewlett, Burgess. 
H. L. Johnson, Nolen. G. W. Hollowell, Reynolds. 
H. W. Rockett, Harrison. _W. I. Hargis, University. 
©. C. Brown, Splinter. J. R. G. Hewlett, Burgess. 
D. A. Givens, Coffeeville. M. J. Derrick, Courtland. 


LICENTIATES. 


W. A. Hudson, Water Valley. J. R. Taylor, Taylor. 
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ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


—Call for Petitionary Letters. 


Miscellaneous. 

Receive Reports of .Messengers. 
Miscellaneous. 

Appoint a Finance Committee. 
Miscellaneous. 

Receive Reports of Standing Committees. 
Miscellaneous. 

Receive Treasurer's Report. 
Miscellaneous. 

Receive Report of Finance Committee 
Miscellaneous. 

Appoint Standing Committees. 

Appoint Place of Next Meeting. 

Appoint Brother to Preach Introductory Sermon 
Miscellaneous. 

Call and Correct Roll and Read Minutes. 
Adjourn. 





DIRECTORY: 


STANDING COMMITTEES. 


Pus.ications---M. J. Derrick and J. D. Woodruff. 

Prayer Meetines AND Famity Worsnip—G. W. Hollo- 
well and D. A. Givens. 

Epucation—A. A. Lomax and P. H. Lowrey. 

Missions-—H. W. Rockett and D. C. Perkins. 

OrpPHanaGe —W. I. Hargis and J. R. Taylor. 

Duties oF Baptists as Crrizens—B. T. Kimbrough and 
R. H. Leavell. 

Sunpay-Scuoois —H. L. Johnson and Dr. W. H. Bell. 

Woman's Worx—C. G. Blount and J. D. Peacock. 

SusrentatTion—-R. G. Hewlett and J. W. Higginbotham. 


REVISED MINISTERIAL REGITER—ORDAINED MINISTERS. 


A. A. Lomax, Batesville. R. G. Hewlett, Burgess. 
H. L. Johnson, Nolen. G. W. Hollowell, Reynolds. 
H. W. Rockett, Harrison. W. I. Hargis, University. 
©. C. Brown, Splinter. J. R. G. Hewlett, Burgess. 
D. A. Givens, Coffeeville. M. J. Derrick, Courtland. 


LICENTIATES. 


W. H. Hudson, Water Valley. J. R. Taylor, Taylor. 








T THIS Pamphlet printed good enough 
for you? If so, we know our price for 
such work will suit you. We have the 


Cheapest and Best Publishing House in the 


State. We know the meaning of words, and 


when we say cheapest and best, we mean 
that ougwork is as good as can be had any- 
where, and our price for the same class of 
work the Lowest: therefore we are the Best 
because we dre the Cheapest. Church Clerks 
from everywhere, send us your Minutes, and 
save your Association money. 

HERALD STEAM JOB PRINTING OFFICE, 

WATER VALLEY, MIS8s. 





MINUTES 


The Oxford Baptist Association met in its Twenty- 
ninth Annual Session with the Water Valley Baptist 
Church, at 10:30 o'clock, on Thursday, Dec. 1, 1898. The 
regular date for the meeting of this Association is on 
Thursday before the second Sunday in September of each 
year; but postponement was made necessary this year by 
the appearance of yellow fever in Lafayette and Yalo- 
busha counties about that time, leading to the establish- 
ment of a shot-gun quarantine, which rendered all inter- 
course between the two counties impossible. 

The Association was called to order by Bro. A. A. Lo- 
max, of Batesville. --He put the Assembly in good cheer 


by the recital of some of his personal experience in the — 


work of the Master, which had extended over a period of 
more than forty years. 

In the absence of Bro..S. A. Woodruff and J. R. G. 
Hewlett, who were denominated to preach the introduc- 
tory sermon, Bro. J. B. Searcy was called upon. His ser- 
mon, which consumed nearly one hour, was instructive, 
reverent and impressive, At its close Bro. Wesson led in 
prayer, after which the body adjourned to meet again 
at 1:30 p. m. 


AFTERNOON SESSION. 


The Association met promptly at 1:30 o'clock. On mo- 
tion, Bro. W. I. Hargis was called to the chair, and Bro. 
J. D. Peacock was requested to act as Clerk. Church let- 
ters were next in order, Bros. E. L. Wesson and H. A. 
Dubois acting as Reading Clerks. Seventeen Churches 
were represented through messenger®, as follows: 


Big Springs—H. L. Johnson and W. H. Bell. 

Bethell— Not represented. 

Burguss—Not represented. ager 
Bethany—Not represented. ° 

Clear Creek—Neowre presented. Lh Wr . 
Courtland—M. J. Derrick and E. T. Leigh. 

Concord—J. W. Higginbotham, F. M. Jones and J. M. Tatum. 
Good Hope—A. 8. Woodruff, J. D. Woodruff and B. B. McCullar. 
Liberty Hill—J. G. Hill and Jesse McCullar. 

Mount Pisgah—Not represented. 
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Mount Gilead—J. H. Few, Levi Williams andA. F. Alexander. 

New Liberty—A. J. McKee. : 

Oxford—B. T. Kimbrough, W. L. Hargis and Mrs. F. & Leavell. 

Panola—A. A. Lomax. 

Pope—No delegate. Letter. 

Paris—Not represented. 

Ptocowa—L. H. Shuford 

Pilgrim's Rest—G. W. Hollowell and L. D. Jones. 

Pisgah—Not represented. 

Shady Grove—R. C. McKenny and J. L. Sullivan. 

Union—R. ©. Henry and 8. G Henry. 

Water Valley—E. L. Wesson, R. L. Howell. ©. G. Blount, J. D. Peacock, 
and Sisters Lou Ella Jénnings and Anale McFarland 

Yellow Leaf—Not represented. 

Yocona—J. R. Taylor, W. Hamilton and Mrs. J. L. Sisk. 

The election of officers was then held, which resulted in 
Bro. W. I. Hargis beinig chosen Moderator, J. D. Peacock 
Clerk and J. M. Tatum Treasurer. 

The order of business of the previous session was 
adopted. The body being at work under the head “Mis- 
cellaneous,” Bro. B. T. Kimbrough gave notice that at the 
next session he would offer a resolution asking for the 
striking out of the words “By Ballot” in that clause of the 
constitution providing for the election of officers. 

Visiting brethren were cordially received and given seats 
with the Association. 

Bros. A. A. Lomax and W. I. Hargis, as messengers to 
other Associations, made verbal reports. 

The Moderator then appointed Bro. E. L, Wesson and 
the deacons of the Water Valley Church as a Committee 
on Devotional Exercises. 


On motion, the chair appointed as a Finance Commit- 


tee, Bros. J. W. Higginbotham, L. H. Shuford, and J. G. 
Hill. 


Other committees were appointed as follows: 
On Edueation—Bros. M. J. Derrick and G. W. Hollo- 


well. 
On Publication—Bro. H. A. Dubois. 
On Foreign Missions—Bro. Leigh. 


On Woman's Work~Bro. B. T. Kimbrough, to take the 
place of Bro. H. W. Rockett. : 


Bro. Wesson, chairman of the Committee on Devotional 
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Exercises, announced that Bro. A. A. Lomax would preach 
at 7 p. m. 
It was moved that the Association work begin each day 
at 9a. m., adjourn at 12 m., meet at 1:30 p. m., adjourn at 
4 p. m., and meet at 7 p. m. and adjourn at will. 


, REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES. 


On motion, the report of the Committee on Missions 
was deferred until tomorrow at 10 o'clock. 

Bro. H. L Johnson and J. W. Higginbotham each sub- 
mitted reports on Total Abstinence, both speaking to 
question, as also did Bro. A. V. Rowe. The. report of 
Bro. Johnson was ordered printed in the Minutes. After 
& song service and prayer, the Association adjourned at 4 
o'clock to meet again at 7 and listen to a sermon by Bro. 
A. A. Lomax. 


SECOND DAY--MORNING SESSION. 


The session opened with the singing of the two beauti- 
ful hyms, “There is a Fountain Filled With Blood,” and 
“What a Friend We Have in Jesus,” after each of which 
a fervent prayer was offered by Bros. H. L. Johnson and 
A. A. Lomax, respectively. ¢ 

The minutes of the precedin day were read, corrected 
and approved. 

It was moved that a Committee on Orphanage be added 
to the list of standing committees, the same motion em. 
bodying a request to Bro. Wesson to make a report on 
Orphanage at this meeting of the Association. 

Bro. A. A. Lomax offered the following resolution, 
which was adopted: 

Resolved, That the Ladies’ Aid Society be requested to 
send delegates to the meetings of this Association, that 
they may be represented in their labors. 

It was moved that a Committee on Sustenance be ap- 
pointed at this meeting. Carried. 


REPORT ON STATE MISSIONS. 


A comparison of the reports of the convention board of 
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L897 and 1595, shows a falling off in 1898 in the general 
work of State Missions. But in some things the work 
during the last conventional year went ahead of 1897. 
For example: there were 430 more sermons preached by 
the Missionaries of the board in 1898 than in 1887, The 
number received into the Churches through the labors of 
the Missionaries of the board was 253 less than for the 
preceding year. 

There were eleven more Sunday-Schools organized, six 
more houses of worship commenced, $2,000 more expended 
on houses of worship. But in everything else, so far as 
the writer was able to obtain the facts, there was a fall- 
ing off. 

The explanation is given in the report of the Committee 
on State Missions, published in the minutes of the State 
Convention for 1898, as follows: 

“All of our work this conventional year has been done 
under difficulties; but perhaps no department of our work 
has suffered more than that of State Missions. The epi- 
demic not only made it difficult to collect funds, but its ap- 
pearance at some of our stations, and its proximity to 
others, greatly hindered the work at a time when it needed 


vigorous prosecution. Yet in spite of discourngements 
there has been much done and we bave great cause for 
thanksgiving to God.” 


For obvious reasons the number of Missionaries was re- 
duced about ten per cent. Hoping and praying that we 
may not have similar hindrances to the war ering the 
present conventional year, let us strengthen our hands for 
the good work ; 

The following summary, copied from the convention 
minutes, will show what was done during last conventional 
year: 

Missionaries employed 
Number of Stations .... 
Sermons preached 

Families visited 

Number baptized 

Number baptized where Missionaries labored 
Received by letter 

Received by restoration 
Churches organized 
Sunday-Schools organized 
Collected for State Missions 
Houses of worship begun 


Houses of worship finished 
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Amount expended for houses of worship . . -88,000 
Respectfully submitted, W. I. Harais. 


Report adopted. 


REPORT ON HOME MISSIONS. 


Reports are usually nothing more than a mere intro- 
ductioa of a subject for discussion. It is questionable 
whether one out of ten are worth the expense of publish- 
ing. Not the report, but the speeches it elicits, is the real 
object sought; therefore, this report shall be short and 
pointed. 

Home Missions, ak we use the word, are the Missions 
under the supervision of the Home Mission Board of the 
Southern Baptist Convention, which is located in Atlanta, 
Ga. Missions, under the management of this Board, are 
carried on in all the Southern States and in Cuba. The 
special nature of the Home Mission work is helping to 
supply destitution in the different states, which cannot 
meet all their own needs. This Board has, besides Mis- 
sion work, Church building as a special work, and in this 
way has done great good in towns and cities where Bap- 
tists were unable to build. It was the Home Board that 
bought the Baptist cemetery in Cuba, thus providing the 
first place in the island for a~ non ‘Xatholic to receive 
Christain burial. The Home Board also bought that $60,- 
000 theatre in Havana, Cuba, which was converted into a 
Baptist Church, with stores underneath and other rooms 
torent. The Home Board paid most of the cost of one 
of the Baptist Churches in New Orleans, and has assumed 
and is paying $5,000 on the Jackson Baptist Church. The 
Board does all this as the agent of the Churches of the 
Southern Baptist Convention, using only the money given 
to Home Mission work by the Baptists of the South. Is 
there need for this Board? Think a moment and see. 
Ask several questions, Could any one State, after closing 
its own work, have taken up and successfully prosecuted 
the work in Cuba? You say no. Then if Cuba must be 
opened up to Gospel light, how could it be done except 
through the combined gifts of the Charch in the different 
States? Could Louisiana build the needed house in New 
Orleans, that Catholic center? No, but the Churches of 
the different States could and did, through the manage- 
ment of the Home Board. 

There is, in the divisions of the Mission work, a little 
complication of machinery, but it is only the Churches 
laboring together as seems best to accomplish the most 





ne en een 


- { 10 ] 


good. Each As-ociation should, if possible, do its own 
Mission work, and more, so as to help the destitute in the 
State, and each State, if possible, should do its own mis- 
sion and go beyond and join the Churches of other States 
in the Home and Foreign work. The very day that we 
put a bound around our work, that day we became selfish. 
narrow and cold. Christ's idea, expressed by Himself, is: 
“Begin at home and reach out to the uttermost parts of 
the earth.” The Home and Foreign Boards might be 
combined and the work be done with less expense, but 
the Home Mission work is a necessity if we “do exploits” 
for our Master in the Papal home fields. And now, since 
the islands of the sea have fallen to our lot we must en- 
large our Home Mission work till free grace and religious 
liberty, two Baptist key-notes, have been sounded in every 
land. E. L. Wesson 
Report adopted. 


REPORT ON FOREIGN MISSIONS. 


Dear Brethren: —-Your committee begs leave to make 
the following report on Foreign Missions: 

In Matthew 28:18 we find this statement: “Go ye there- 
fore, and teach all nations, baptizingthem in the name 
of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost.” This is a 
positive command and of vital interest to every Christian 
and there are three things connected with it that demand 
our attention. 1. The author. 2. The extent, 3. The 
necessity. 

1. Christ is unquestionably the author, and that He 
had all authority is evident from the following: After 
having received baptism at the hands of John, we hear 
the Father saying: “This is my beloved Son, in whom I 
am well pleased.” And Christ says of Himself: “All 
power is given unto me in heaven and in earth.” Surely 
no one will question the Father's right to command His 
children through the tempests of their salvation. 

2. The extent of the commission is designated in the 
following words: “All nations.” There are no_ lines 
drawn or names given to missions in God's Word, but 
wherever man is found God and His Gospel are needed, 
and God's people are commanded to carry the Gospel and 
reveal to man the fact that God is. Iam convinced that 
we have so many names for Missions that,it begomes con- 
fusing rather than enlightening our people as to what 
they should do. 


3. The necessity of this command: Christ had about 
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finished His work as man with men, and it was necessary 
that He have representatives to rosecute His work. For 
this exalted position He chose His disciples, and I believe 
a sinner saved by grace, with God's spirit to lead and 
(tod’s Word in his heart, is the most effective agent for 
conversion of souls. Now, we close by asking: Is the 
way open for us to carry out this commission? I answer 
yes. There is Italy, with her 28,500,000 souls; Mexico, 
with 12,000,000; Brazil, with 15,000,000; China, with 383. 
000,000; Africa, with 170,000,000: Japan, with 40,000,000, 
all of these with their gates thrown wide open for the 
‘Gospei, and only comparatively few Missionaries and na- 
tive helpers to heed their cry. 

Brethren, if we have not the spirit of Missions, we 
have not the spirit of Christ, and if we have not the spirit 
of Christ, we are none of His. May the Lord open our 
ears to heat the ery,’ our hearts to sympathize with, and 
our purses to < those who are in need, 

espectfully submitted, J. A. Lee. 

The report was spoken to by Bros. A. V. Rowe, E. L. 
Wesson, A. A. Lomax and J. A. Lee. Report adopted, 

The meeting then adjourned until the afternoon session. 
Benediction by Bro. A. V. Rowe. - 

AFTERNOON SESSION, 

The meeting was called to order promptly at 1:30 p.m, 
by the Moderator. Hymn No. 178 was sung, and Bro. 
Richard Taylor offered prayer. 

Bro. J. E. Hobson, pastor of Water Valley Presiyterian 
Church, was invited to a. seat with the Association. 

A motion by Bro. E. L. Wesson then prevailed to hold 
the next meeting of this Association with Pilgrim’s Rest 
Church, on Thursday before the second Sabbath in Sep- 
tember, 1899, 

It was moved by Bro. B. T. Kimbrough that a commit- 
tee to report on the duty of Baptists as citizens be added 
to the list of standing committees. The question was 
discussed by Bros. E. L. Wesson and A. V. Rowe. Bro, 
E. L. Wesson supplemented Bro. Kimbrough’s motion by 
moving that the future reports of the Committees on 


Cigarette Habit and Total Abstinence be embodied in the 
discussion of the question of Baptist citizenship. 
Motion carried. 
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Moved by Bro. H. L: Johnson that all the committees on 


Missions be consolidated in one committee. Bros. Kim- 
brough and Johnson discussed the question, after which 
it was adopted 

It was moved by Bro. H. L. Johnson that the different 
Churches be authorized to select committees to make re- 
ports on Missions. He favored the question in a few re- 
marks. Bros. Kimbrough, Wesson and Sullivan opposed 
the question, and upon final vote, it was lost. 


REPORT ON EDUCATION. 
The report on Education was next called for. An in- 
teresting paper was read by Bro. M. J. Derrick, who spoke 
on the question, as also did Bros. Kimbrough, Lomax, J 
L. Johnson and W. I. Hargis. 


We are in the sunrise of a new era. The idea of the 
past, that ‘\recause I got along in my business without an 
education, my son can do the same, 18 fast passing away 
The necessity of being educated is acknowledged by ail. 
Educate is the cry. Give us educated blacksmiths, edu- 
cated mechanics, educated farmers, as well as educated 
lawyers, doctors, and preachers. We are not to dwell upon 
the necessity, but let us ask what sort of an education 
shall we give our children? This is the question which 
should most concern our people. 

There is nothing in the gift of man that more fits one 
for usefulness than a good education. Now, if education 
is ood? for us. let us give our children the best education 
\ Christian education is that which we owe to the peo- 
ple. Educate not only the head and the body, but also the 
heart. ‘There ought to be more stress laid on the latter 
than either of the others, or both. 

We ought to lead men to know God. Where shall we 
begin to give one a true education? In the home. Parents 
must be the directors of the education of their children. 
One has said in answer to the question, where should the 
education of the child begin? The reply, with his grand- 
parents. You cannot begin too soon. The earliest im- 
pressions are the most lasting. 

But let us mention more particularly education received 
in our schools. In sending the boy or girl to college, the 
question should be considered, where can my boy or gir 


receive the best Christian education? My conviction 15 
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that it is decidedly better to send children to our denom- 
inational schools than to State schools. Then to the Bap- 
tists of Mississippi I should say, send your sons to Miss- 
issippi College. After that, if they want to receive farther 
education, they can be able to decide where to persue it. 
And to our Baptist girls we would say go to Blue 
Mountain or to Hillman College. 

We feel that we should say a word about Ministerial 
Education. We are glad to know that the day is at hand 
when our Ministers are arising to a sense of the necessity 
of their being educated. Otbers are, educating, we must 
educate. No people can rise abové their preachers and 
teachers, hence the necessity of the Ministry being edu- 

ited. We have a Ministerial Education fund in Miss- 

issippi: College, which is solely dependent upon the 

contributions of our people. We urge that our people 
come up liberally with their contributions to this work. 
Respectfully submitted, M. J. Derrick. 


Report adopted. 

The following contributions for Ministerial work were 
reported: 
Bateeville . pu sciiavee orl smackiik ewer Loe, ae 00 
Aid Society of Good Hope 2 50 
Kk. L. Wesson 10 00 

2 50 
10 OO 

‘r00d Hope Church 
M. J. Derrick 
“Water Valley Church 10 00 
J.L. Sisk 5 00 
Z. D. Jennings 5 00 

It was moved by Bro. Wesson that the Apportionment 
Contmittee be made the Associational Board for the en- 
suing year and that the Moderator complete the Board by 
the appointment of a member from each Church of the 
Association not represented on the Apportionment Com- 
mittee, and also the Executive Committee of — five. 
Carried. 5 


THIRD DAY— MORNING SESSION. 


The meeting was opened by the singing of “Come Thy 
Fount of Every Blessing?” Prayer by Bro. W. I. Harvis. 
Moved by Bro. A. A. Lomax that a memorial page be 


> 
~ ae eee 
OS ee a 





- 


\ 





a aes 


“ 


Sf 





{ 14 J 
set aside to preserve the names of our blessed dead, this 
page to be continued in the Minutes of the Association 
each year. | 

It was moved that Bro. H. L. Johnson be appointed to 
preach the introductory sermon, Bro, W.*I. Hargis alter- 
nate. 

On motion, Bro. A. A. Lomax was selected as delegate 
to the Southern Baptist Convention, which meets in 
Louisville, Ky., in May, 1899. On motion, Bro. B. T. 
Kimbrough was elected as alternate. 


The report on Publications was here called for and read 
by Bro. H. A. Dubois. Spoken to by Bros. Dubois and J. 
L. Sullivan. 

REPORT ON PUBLICATIONS. 


Your committee to whom was submitted the subject of 
Publications, begs leave to submit the following: 

We recommend the literature of the Baptist Book Con- 
cern of Louistille, Ky. 

This is an age of publications. Therefore, we deem it 
a subject of the gravest importance. 

There being such a multiplicity of books, papers and 
other publications, we should exercise the greatest dili- 
genze in the selection of what we (and especially our 
children) read. 

For denominational books we would recommend the 
publications of the American Baptist Publication Society 
as being in the main safe and reliable. For papers, we 
would recommend first, our own State publications, The 
Baptist and The Orphanage Gem; for Mission work, The 
Foreign Mission Journal and The Home Field, and for 
our Sunday-Schools, the publications of the Southern 
Baptist Convention Board, located at Nashville, Tenn. 

But paramount to all other publications, we would not 
only recommend but urge a more thorough and diligent 
use of the Bible, both in our homes and in our Sunday- 
School work, as being the best method-of fitting ourselves 
and our children for usefulness in this life, and for heaven 
at last. Respectfully submitted, H. A. Dusois. 

Report adopted. : 


REPORT ON PRAYER MEETING. 
Bro. A. A. Lomax made verbal report, which was one of 
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the most interesting of the meeting, and it was regretted 
that same was not written for publication in the Minutes. 


REPORT ON CIGARETTE HABIT. 


The habit of cigarette smoking is a yreat evil. Its ten- 
dency is to destroy the health and even life itself of the 
youth of our land. Every reasonable means should be 
used to check the pernicious habit: Even a law should be 
passed that would stop it. The habit of cigar smoking by 
the father is the cause to a very great extent of the youth 
indulging in the habit Respectfully, ©. G. Biotnr. 

Spoken to Bros. C. G. Blount, E. L. Wesson, J. A. Lee 
and H. A. Dubois. 

Moved by H. L. Johnson that the clause in the report 
on Cigarette Habit referring to the enactment of a law to 
stop the cigarette habit be stricken out. Motion lost. 

The report was then adopted. 


REPORT ON SUNDAY-SCHOOLS. 

The commandment of our Lord to His people to “Go 
teach all nations,” carries with it an obligation to give re- 
ligious instruction to our children, for sixty per cent. of 
the world’s population are children under twenty years of 
age. The first written revelation which God gave to guide 
His people in their duty and service, laid upon them the 
obligation to train their children for His glory: “And ye 
shall teach your children, speaking of them when thou 
sitteth in thine house, and when thou walkest by the way, 
when thou liest down and when thou risest up.” 
Deut, 11:19. 

Solomon says, “Train up a child in the way he should 
xo and when he is old he will. not depart from it,” and 

aul says, “Train up your children in the moisture and 
admonition of the Lord.” - 
_ These scriptures apply primarily to parental duty, but 
is it the duty of Christian parents to employ every means 
for the moral and spiritual cultivation of their children? 

The mind of a child is in a plastic state, and easily re- 
“elves an impression, but is rapidly becoming as bronze 


to retain it. A spark of truth embedded in the mind and ;, 


leart of a child may become a flame of light to guide the 
soul to the throne of grace and to the feet of Jesus. 
Jur conviction is that a Church that fail: to sustain a 


Sunday-School is not as zealous of good works as is be- 
coming God’s redeemed saints. 
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While we would not intimate or insinuat that the Sun 
day-Schowl work ond service can take the place of th 
Gospel to our children, yet we do claim that in a degre: 
it does open the way for the Gospel to the young 

We recommend that our Churches use the Southern 
Baptist Convention Series of Sunday-School Literatur: 

Respectfully submitted, D. A. GIVENS 

Report adopted 


REPORT ON ORPHAN AGE 


There is no work under our fostering care on which | 
had rather report than our ¢ rphanage work 


God has made special promises to the orphans and I 
love to help carry out those promises. The Baptist Or- 
phanage of Mississippi is not by origim an institution of 
the Baptist State Convention, but is the outgrowth of th 
deep convictions of Bro. L. 8S. Foster that God would 
have him start, after the Mueller or Spurgeon plan, a 

for the little ones left without father, mother or 
home. It seemed at first that his faith would mee with 
signal failure. the money came in so stow, but knowmg 
the, power and the rizhteousness of Him who said, “Ac 
cording to your:fa th so be it unto you,” he held on and 
each small gift’made his faith exclaim, “Tt shall be done 
Strangely, slow'y, but deeply, the work took hold on th 
hearts of the Baptists of the State. In three or foul 
years after it became a fixed purpose in Bro. Fosters 
heart. it began to be mentioned in the Associations; then, 
like a covered fire stirred by some thon-htless child, it 
flashed from heart to heart. kindling anew in our hearts 
interest in the parentless little ones, until the Orphanag' 
was adopted by the State Conven ion and trustees @p- 
pointed for its management It is now a stccess. One 
home. has been built and is oceupied, and the voluntary 
contributions support the little ones there : 
The yellow fever slipped into the Home this fall and 
Bro. Foster and fourteen others had the dread disease 
but none of them died 

About thirty children are now in the home being cared 
for and educated by those whose hearts run out in sym- 
pathy for the fatherless, motherloss, homeiess ones. Not- 
withstanding the fever scourge and the quarantine, the 
Orplianage received during Se; tember about $150, and 
during October about $175, besides the amounts sent Bro 
S; roles for their immediate relief. Brethren, this is our 


home 
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work. God has led us into itand we should never let it 
suffer need. E. L. Wesson. 
Report spokbn to by Bros. Wesson and W. I. Hargis. 
Report adopted. 


REPORT ON SUSTENTATION. 


Bro. R. P. Bowen, who was requested to make report, 
arose and said he begged to be exeused, as he did not have 
time to prepare for it. On this question Bro. Wesson 
offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That we request our Churches to contribute 
to the work of sustentation, under the management of the 
State Convention. 


REPORT OF EXECUTIVE BOARD. 


The report of the Executive Board was read by H. L. ) 


Johnson and adopted as follows: 


Dear Brethren of the Oxford Association:—We, your 
Executive Committee, report that we have held meetings 
in connection with our fourth Sunda meetings, and on 
the recommendation of our Board, the State rd has 
helped Shady Grove, Union, Mt. Gilead and Yocona 
Churches. We hope and feel that has been done. 

H. L. Jounson, Chairman. 
A. J. Jackson. 


REPORT ON WOMAN'S WORK. 


Carlyle is credited with saying, “The modern majesty 
consists in work. What a man can do is his greatest orna- 
ment, and he always consults his dignity by doing it.” 

Fuller adds, “When thy hand has done a good act, ask 
ay er whether it was well done.” 

_ The Master’s highest law for us is work—the law of ser- 
vice. The requirement to serve implies the liberty to 
serve—liberty of women, as well as men. My views on 
the sphere of woman’s work were given in a report on 
this subject three years ago and printed in that year’s 
Minutes. I do not care to repeat them on this paper. I 
would, with all my heart, encourage the women in their 
noble efforts, under most difficult circumstances, to. work 
for the cause of Christ. Work for Him now wins jewels 
for Overthere. Who would rob women of them, or the 
privilege of winning them? 
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Women can be trusted to learn for themselves from 
their Bible and their God, just as men, what duty is. 
They are answerable to God, not man,-for its performance. 

When God made a memorial of one who cast in the 
whole living, it was not of aman. And today they give 
and pray and work and sew and st le. They ask but 
a smile, a word of encouragement. That should be cheer- 
fully given, and more. We ought, ia our homes, to find 
some way for them to make or get money to give and use 
for the Master. We ought to find a way for them to get 
ty their meetings and keep up and extend their organiza- 
tions for Woman’s Work. Of course, their work should be 
under the supervision of the Churches, just as the Sun- 
day-School, the Baptist Young People’s Union, etc. But 
we should encourage them at every step. 

This Association is not unfriendly to Woman’s Work, 
as is shown by its action on many former occasions; but 
we have made no record of what they have done within 
its bounds; we have collected no statistics in our Minutes 
of their gifts, sacrifices and’successes. So I cannot array 
them in this report. We ought to have these statistics 
sent up in the letters from the Churches and printed in 
our Minutes, as other statistics are. 

The Master has made a record —a separate record, if you 
ae -of what one cast in. Let us follow His example 

ut, my sisters, if we fail to properly recognize and en- 
courage your lofty devotion to duty, which I hope we 
shall not; if we fail to note your self-sacrifices for His 
cause, still, be assured they will not go unrecognized; 
they will ascend as sweet incense before the Majesty on 
High and be called to your credit on that great day, 
helping to give you peace, that “peace that passeth all un- 
derstanding.” Respectfully submitted, 

. ; B. T. Kimproves. 

P. S.—Appointed on this committee to fill a vacancy 
only yesterday, this paper is necessarily impromptu. Since 
it was written my attention has been called to some stat- 
istics, not for this Association, but for the entire State. 
which I take the liberty to add; The amount of the sep- 
arate contributions for the past year, as reported by the 
Sarees Committee for Woman’s Work, for ees a 

iducation, Orphanage, and all purposes, was $5,436.69, 
and by the Sunbeams, $358.97. r 

Mrs. H. F. Sproles, of Vicksburg, is President, and Mrs. 
A. J. Aven, of Clinton, is Secretary, either of whom will 
gladly give all needed information to those wishing to 
work, . 
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The question was discusked at some length by Bros, 
Kimbrough and Rowe, after which it was adopted. 


REPORT ON TOTAL ABSTINENCE. 


Total abstinence is right, if your committee understands 
the meaning of God’s” Ward, as it speaks of wine and 
strong drink. ‘ 

Prov. 31:4-5—It is not for Kings, O Lemuel; it is not 
for Kings to drink wine, nor Princes strong drink, lest 
they drink and forget the law and pervert the judgment 
of any of the afflicted. 


Eccle. 10:17-—Blessed art thou, O land, when thy King 
is the son of nobles, and thy Princes eat in’ due ‘season, 
for strength, and not for drunkenness. 

Lev. 10:9—Do not drink wine nor strong drink, thou 
nor thy sons with thee when ye go into the tabernacle of 
the congregation, lest ye die. It shall be a statute forever 
throughout your generations. 

Prov. 23:29-30-31-32—Who hath woe? Who hath sor- 
row? Who hath contentions? Who hath babbling? 
Who hath wounds without cause? Who hath redness of 
eyes? They that tarry long at the wine, they that go 
to seek mixed wine. Look not thou upon the wine when 
it is red, when it giveth his color in the cup, when it 
moveth itself aright. At the last it biteth like a serpent 
and stingeth like an adder. 

Isaiah 28:7-8—But they also have erred through wine 
and through strong drink, are out of ,the way. The Priest 
and the Prophet have erred through strong drink, they 
are swallowed up of wine. They are out of the way 
through strong drink. Tuey err in vision. _They stumble 
in judgement, for all tables are full of vomit and filthi- 
ness, so that there is no-place clean. 

Hosea 4:11—Whoredom and wine and new wine take 
away the heart. 

Isaiah 5:11-22—Woe unto them that rise up early in 
the morning that the may follow strong drink, that con- 
tinue until night till wine inflame them. Woe unto 
them that are mighty to drink wine and men of strength 
to mingle strong wine, 

Ephe. 5:18— And be not drunk with wine wherein is ex- 
cess, but be ye filled with the Spirit. 

_ Prov. 23:20-21—Be not among wine bibers, among 
riotous eaters of flesh, for the drunkard and the glutton 


. 
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shall come to poverty, and drowginess shall clothe a man 
with rags. 

Prov. 20:10—Wine is a mocker, strong drink is raging 
and whosoever is deceived thereby is not wise. 

Ist Cor. 6:9-10-—-Know ye not that the unrighteous shal! 
not inherit the Kingdom of God? Be not deceived. 
Neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor 
effeminate, nor abusers of themselves with mankind, nor 
theites, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor ex- 
tortioners shall inherit the Kingdom of God. 

From the above it is clear that our Father in Heaven 
would not have His children drink. And again, to drink 
is to be classed with those who are guilty of every otber 
sin. We may give strong drink unto those ready to 
perish. 

Prov. 31:6—Give strong drink unto him that is ready to 
perish, and wine unto those that be of heavy hearts. 

We have reason to thank the Lord and take courage. 
The temperance cause is in the majority in our State, and 
in many other places, but much yet is to be learned and 
done in our homes and country. We should not rest on 
this subject until the whiskey traffic is entirely sup- 
pressed 


Your committee is in possession of a letter from Hon. 
A. F. Fox, showing that for the year 1897 there was with- 
drawn for consumption, spirits distilled from apples, 
—— grapes, pears, pine-apples, oranges, apricots, 

rries and — 1,146,131 gallons. Spirits distilled 

a 


from material other than the above mentioned, 3,833,231 
pea fermented liquors, 34,423,094 barrels. Now, allow 

gallons per barrel, we have the enormous sum of 1.- 
446,903,122 gallons. This does not include domestic 
wines, on which there is no tax, nor the amount imported. 
We should work and pray until our nation is clear of this 
great sin—our drink bill. Respectfully submitted, 

H. L. Jonnson. 


REPORT OF APPORTIONMENT COMMITEEE. 
The report of Committee on Apportionment was then 
read by Bro. J. D. Woodruff. 


The Comthittee on Apportionment met with Bro. H. L. 
Johnson in the chair and Bro. J. D. Woodruff acting as 
Secretary. 

The following amounts were apportioned to the severa| 
Churches represented in the meeting of the committee, 
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and where the Churches were not re resented the appor- 
tionment of last year was duplicated: 


Antioch 

Bethany 

Big Springs 

Burgess 

Bethel 

Clear Creek 

Courtland 

Concord 

Good Hope 

Liberty Hill 

Shady Grove 

Union 

Water Valley 

Mount Gilead...........-+++- gic, AL See ee 
Mount Pisgah 

New Liberty 

Oatond.. ccd scab ct dpanatanbeens: s4Agessnsp ess 2s : 
Panola 

Pope....... rd etd Net ala de sagen Webi an 4 
Pilgrim’s Rest 


Yellow Leaf 


Yocona 


Following the completion of their duties as the Appor- 
tionment Committee, said committee, in accordance with 
a resolution previously adopted by the Association, re- 
solved itself into the Rrscutive Board of the Association 


for. the ensuing year. 

The Executive Board organized by electing H. L. 
Johnson Chairman and J, D. Woodruff Secretary. 

On motion, it was agreed that in the absence of any 
member of the Board, at its regular meetings, that any 
brother whom he may select from his Church may repre- 
sent him in the meeting, who shall enjoy all the privtage 


and rights of a regular member of the rd during that 
meeting of the Board. 
On motion, the Executive Board adjourned to meet 
again kt 8 o'clock Saturday morning. 
H. L. Jounson, Chairman. 
J. D. Wooprurr, Secretary. 
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TREASURER’S REPORT POR 1897. 

To cash for Minutes................... $ 35 00 

oe “ General Missions........__ 63 20 

i DD Mie tek os taco ea 8 15 

SMM. wer tine cis accuse hoot $106 35 
By cash for General Missions.......... $ 63 20 
seis ; Minutes.......: sé etowill dae 35 00 
RMN 63 cd Waste eesee. 8 15 
Uh ww ciui gies nce sexsicck eae inde $106 35 


J. M. Tarum, Treasurer. 


REPORT OF FINANCE COMMITTEE. 


Received for Missions...... if swe neh eb ssttadne « $ 90 45 

~ NE Sei. ree ee 25 50 

“ Clerk Fees....... iatoabdbiedse. 2 40 

20s nadeSSovcvectuubiskidebecnts vans, $118 35 

Paid over to the Treasurer and his receipt accompanies 
this report. J. W. Hieotnsornam, Chairman. 


Delegates to the next State Convention, which meets in 
Aberdeen in July, 1899, were appointed as follows: 
A. A. Lomax, Batesville: B. T. Kimbrough, Oxford; W. 


I. Hargis, Oxford; P. FI. Lowrey, Batesville; H. L. John- 
son, Water Valley. 


The following were appointed as a committee to furnish 

report and schedule for fifth Sunday meetings’ for 1899: 

W. I. Hargis, W.U. Hampton and B. T. Kimbrough.. 
The Clerk was requested to publish 600 copies of the 

Minutes. 

The hour for adjournment having arrived, a motion pre- 

vailed to extend the time long enough td hear the report 

of the Committee on Finance. The report was read and 

adopted in its entirety. 

The glorious hymn, “Praise God, From Whom Al! 


Blessings Flow,” was sung, after which the body was dis- 
missed by Bro. H. L. Johnson. ~~ : 


. 





Fh 

Visiting brethren wha took part in the proceedings 
throughout were: 

Bro. A. V.. Rowe, Corresponding Secretary of Conven- 
tion Board. , 

J. B. Searcy, editor of The Baptist. 

J. A. Lee, of Coldwater Association. 

H. A. Dubois, of Coldwater Association. 

J. L. Johnson, Yazoo Association, 


' 
j 
j 


| APPORTIONMENT COMMITTEE. 
Big Springs--H. L. Johnson. 
Courtland—E. T. Leigh. 
Concord—J. W. Higginbotham. 
Good Hope—J. D. Woodruff. 
Liberty Hill—J. G. Hill and Jesse McCullar. 
Mount Gilead —Henry Few. 
New Liberty—A. J. McKee. 
Oxford—B*T Kimbrough. 
Panela—A. A. Lomax. 
Ptocowa—L. H. Shuford. 
Pilgrim's Rest—L. D. Jones. 
Shady Grove —J. L. Sullivan. 
Union —S. G. Henry. 
Water Valley—C. G. Blount. 
Yocona—J. L. Sisk. 
Antioch--M. M. Randolph. 
Bethany—H. W. Rockett. 
Burgess-—-W. J. Beard. 
Clear Creek—R. G. Hewlett. 
Mount Pisgah—P. J. Buckhalter. 
Paris—J. Martin. 
Pisgah--W. D. House. 
Yellow Leaf—J. P. Wilbanks. 


CENTRAL COMMITTEE. 
S. R. Lamb, E. M. Thornton. 
B. B. McCullar. 8. P. Woodruff. 
T. A. Lamb. 
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IN MEMORIUM. 


The following Brothers and Sisters have de- 


parted this life since the last meeting of the As- 
sociation : 
©. CROSBY, Age, 77 years. 
MRS. AMANDA HALE, Age, 81 years. 
MRS. MARY LANGFORD, Age, 84 years. 
MRS. JESSE SISK, Age, 66 years. 
WILLIAM T. SISK, Age, 29 years. 
MISS DELLA DEAN TAYLOR. 
MRS. MATTIE L. LEAVELL, Age, 58. 
furs : a, a Li 


hut, Servic b4e1ther. 
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CONSTITUTION. 


ArticLs 1. The Association shall be called the Ox- 
ford Baptist Association, which shall meet annually. The 
abject of this union shall be to cultivate fraternal inter- 
course and love between the Churches composing this 
body, and to unite their efforts in the great work of ad- 
vancing the Redeemer’s kingdom. In the prosecution of 
these objects, the Jissemination of the Gospel by mission- 
ary operations, both at home and abroad, shall receive 
their encouragesaent, fostering care and support. It shall 
be the aims of this Association to promote the cause of 
Sabbath-Schoois, also the interest of general education, 
and more especially the education of the Ministry. All 
Christian and charitable enterprises shall receive their 
encouragement, among which the support of superanuated 
and worn-out Ministers will receive especial attention. 

ArT. 2 Each Charch belonging to this Association 
shall be entitled to three representatives until the number 
of members reaches twenty-five, and one delegate for 
every twenty-five; provided, in no case shall any Church 
have more than eight delegates. 


SS eee 


Art. 3. The delegates present representing Churches, 
shall, during the session, present their letters of corre- 
spondence, which must state their appointment, together 
with the number of members in fellowship; the number 
baptized. received by letter, restored, dismissed by letter, 
excluded and died during the year. 

Art. 4. Any Church of this Association failing to 
reprepresent herself at one meeting will be expected to 
state the reason thereof at the ext meeting, and any 
Church thus failing at two successive meetings, the Asso- ‘ 
ciation may consider her dropped from ber number, or 
may appoint a committee to inquire into the cause of 
such failure, 

Art. 5. Other Churches’ approving our Afticles of 
Faith, and desiring to act and live in fellowshtp with us, 
may be admitted into this body by signifying their ap 
proval and desire by delegates and letters. . 

Art. 6. This Association shall have a Moderator, 
Treasurer and Clerk, who shall be chosen by ballot at 
each annual meeting as soon as the letters. from the 
Churches are read and the names of the delegates en- 


rolled. A majority of the votes cast being necessary to 
an election. 
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Arr. 7. Membership in this Association shall be es- 
sential to eligibility to any office within the body. 

Art. 8. This Association shall have no power to adopt 
rules or institute proceeding that shall infringe upon the 
independence or rights of Churches; but it may, when re- 
quested by a Church in its letter or correspondence, and 
not otherwise, give advice to such body, and it may _sep- 
arate from such Churches as are known to walk disorderly. 

Arr. 9. This Association may correspond by letter or: 
inessenver with other representative bodies of the Baptist 
denomination. 

Arr. 10. This Association shall, at its annual meet- 
ings, appoint an Executive Board, composed of as many 
members as, there shall be Churches represented, with 
five additional members living jin the same vicinity, any 
five of whom shall constitute 4 quorum. Hach Church 
shall have the privilege of nominating its own member of 
the Board. Said Board shall elect its own officers and 
shall have power to transact the business of. the Associa- 
tion When the Association is not in session, and for this 
purpose meet as often as its Chairman shall deem neces- 
sary. An annual report of the proceedings of the Board 
shall be made to the Association. 

Arr. 11. The Constitution may be altered or amended 
at any regular meeting by a majority of two-thirds of the 
members present, provided the proposition to change be 
made at a previous meeting. 


RULES OF DECORUM. 


Arricte 1. This Association shall be opened and 
closed by prayer. 

Arr. 2. The Moderator shall be considered judge of 
order, and shall have discretionary right to call to order at 
any time. 

Art. 3. Any member not satisfied at his decision may 
appeal to the Association the same day, but at no other 
time. 

Art. 4. The Moderator shall have the same privilege 
of speech as any other member of the body, provided he 
call some brother to the chair; but shall not be permitted 
to vote except in case of tie. 

Art. 5. Every motion made in order and seconded, 
after sufficient time for discussion, shall be, by the Mod- 
erator, put to the vote of the Association, a majority of 
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whom shall govern, and the decision shall be publicly an- 
nounced by the Moderator. 

Art. 6. But one member shall speak at a time, who 
shall rise to his feet and address the Moderator; 
Moderator, when addressed by a member for permission 
to speak, shall signify the same by naming the, person, or 
otherwise. 

Art. 7. Every member, in addressing the body, must 
confine his remarks to the subject under discussion, and 
no member shall be interrupted while speaking, unless he 
departs from the subject, or use words of ‘personal reflec- 
tion. 

Art. 8. The application “Brother,” shall be used in 
our addresses. 

Art. 9. No member shall be allowed to speak more 
than twice on the. same subject without leave from the 
Association, nor more than once until all have had an op- 
portunity of speaking. 

Art. 10. No member shall be at liberty to absent 
himself during the hours of business without leave from 
the Moderator. 

Art. ll. It shall be the duty of the Clerk to keep a 
correct record of the prcsectinge of the Association and 
submit the same for the correction of the Association at 
the close of each session, and to preserve a file of all pro- 
ceedings of the body. 

Art. 12. It shall be the duty of the Treasurer to re- 
ceive all moneys presented for Associational purposes and 
pay them over by order of the body. 

Art. 13. In case of a motion to suspend any rules of 
the Association, a vote of two-thirds shall be necessary. 

ArT. 14. The roll of delegates shall be called at the 
close of each session, and absentees without permission 
shall be designated upon the Minutes as such, without 
leave from the Moderator. 
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PROGRANMS 


FIFTH SUNDAY [EETINGS 


—IN THE— 


OXFORD ASSOCIATION 


—FOR THE— 


Associational Year from Sept. 1898 to Sept. 1899 


JANUARY, 1899, 


PLACE—-HARRISON STATION. 

ll a. M., Friday—-Sermon by A. A. Lomax. 

1:30 p. M.—“Value of Doctrinal Preaching.” H. W. « 
Rockett. 

2:30 Pp. M.—“Causes of Frequent Pastoral Changes, and 


the Results.” P. H. Lowrey. 
10 a. m. Saturday—“Thould Separate Organizations for 
Woman's Work Be Encouraged?” M. J. Derrick. 
Il a. M.—Preaching by H. L. Johnson. 
1:30 Pp. m.—“How Should Indifferent Church Members 
Be Dealt With?” G. W. Hollowell. 
2:30 Pp. M.—Meeting of Executive Board. 
Il A. M. Sunday—Preaching by D. A. Givens. 
APRIL, 1899. 
PLACE—GOOD HOPE. 
10 a. M. Friday—-“The Advantages and Dangers of An- 


nual and Indefinite Calls of Pastor Compared.” By 
Pastor of Water Valley Church. 

ll a. M.—Preaching by H. L. Johnson. 

1:30 Pp. M.—Exegesis: Ist Jno. 3:9. A. A. Lomax. 

2:30 Pp. m.—“What Societies Have We That Are Helpful, 
and What Hurtful in Our Churches?” N. W. P. 
Bacon. 

3:30 P. M.—Meeting of. Executive Board. 

9:30 aA. M. Saturday - -Experience meeting, conducted by 
A. A. Lomax. 


10 4. M.—*“Value of and Duty of Regular Attendance on 
Saale Worship By All the Members of the Church.” 


Hargis. 
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ll a. M.—Preaching by H. W. Rockett. Subject: “Bap- 
tism.”” ‘ 

1:30 Pp. M.—“Baptist Statistics.” ~P. H. Lowrey. 

2:30 p. m.—“The Christian’s Place in Politics.” B. T 
Kimbrough. 

+ ll’a. m. Sunday—Preaching by R. G. Hewlett 
JULY, 1899. 
PLACE—TAYLOR. 

10 a. M Friday—“Evidences of Conversion.” 
Higginbotham. 

lla. M Preaching by M. J. Derrick. 

2 p. M.—“Obligations of Every Charch Member to Give 
to Pastoral Support and Missions.” G. W. Hollo 
well. 

. M.—“Seripture Teaching on Church Discipline.” R 
G. Hewlett. 

4 Pp. M.-Meeting of Executive Board. 

9:30 a. M. Saturday—Devotional exercises, led by H. L 
Johnson. 

10 a. m.—“How Far Should Baptists Fraternize With 
Other Denominations?” B.T. Kimbrough 

11 a. m.—Preaching by N. W. P. Bacon. 


2 Pp. M.—“Importance and Value of Denominational Lit- 


erature inthe Home.” H. W. Rockett. 
3p. M—“How Shall We Develop Our Churches in All 
Church Work?” Pastor of Water Valley Church 
Ll a. M. Sunday—Preaching by A. A. Lomax. 
W. I. Hargis, 
B. T. Kimprovueu, » Committee 
W. U. Hamproy, 














PROCEEDINGS 


OF THE.... 


THIRTIETH ANNUAL SESSION 


. OF THE.... 


xford Baptist F]ssociations 


HELD WITH 


PILGRIM’S REST BAPTIST CHURCH 


Sept. 7, 8 and 9, 1899. 


¢ 


ZG 


OFFICERS : 
. Harets, Moderator. J. D. Peacock, Clerk. yy 
“J.M. Tarum, Treasurer. 

o 


WATER VALLEY. Migs: 
HERALD BOOK AND JOB. PRINT, 
‘auB. 














PROCEEDINGS 


ae 


THIRTIETH ANNUAL SESSION 


()xtord [Raptist flssociation 


HELD WITH 


PILGRIM’S REST BAPTIST CHURCH 


Sept. 7, 8 and 9, 1899. 


OFFICERS : 
W. I. Hareis, Moderator. J. D. Peacock, Clerk. — 
a Tatum, Treasurer. 





*O 4 ee ote eg, nee 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Call for Petitionary Letters 


l 
2— Miscellaneous. 

3—Receive Reports of Messengers 
4 

5 


Miscellaneous. 
Appoint a Finance Committee. 
}— Miscellaneous. 
—Receive Reports of Standing Committees. 
Miscellaneous. 
Receive ‘Lreasurer’s Report 
-Miscellaneous. 
Receive Report of Finance Committee 
Miscellaneous. 
Appoint Standing Committees. 
14—Appoint Place of Next Meeting 
Appoint Brother to Preach Introductory Sermon. 
16—Miscellaneous. 
17--Call and Correct Roll and Read Minutes 


18—Adjourn. 








DIRECTORY. 


STANDING COMMITTEES. 


Pupuications—J. W. Higginbotham, G. W. Hollowell. 

PrayeR-MEETINGS AND Famity Worsnip--A. A. Lomax, 
W. W. Dickens. 

Epucation—-B. T. Kimbrough, J. R. Taylor. 

Misstons—P. H. Lowrey, D. A. Givens. 

OrpHanaGeE—R. G. Hewlett, H. L. Johnson. 

Deries or Baptists as Crtizens—D. A. Glenn, F. A. 
Lamb. 

Suxpay-ScnooLts—C. G. Blount, M. J. Derrick. 

Womay’s Work-—N. W. P. Bacon, Thomas Winter. 

Susrextation—H. W. Rockett, W. H. Hudson. 


REVISED MINISTERIAL REGISTER. 


ORDAINED MINISTERS. 


A. A. Lomax, Batesville. R. G. Hewlett, Burgess. 

H. L. Johnson, Nolen. G. W. Hollowell,Reynolds. 
H. W. Rockett, Harrison. W. I. Hargis, University. 
C. C. Brown, Splinter. J. R. G. Hewlett, Burgess. 
D. A. Givens, Coffeeville. M. J. Derrick, Courtland. 
D. A. Glenn, Water Valley. N.W. P. Bacon, Oxford. 


LICENTIATES. 
G. L. Neely, Water Valley. J. R. Taylor, Taylor. 
W. H. Hudson, Water Valley. 








MINUTES. 


The Oxford Baptist Association met in its Thirtieth 
Annual Session with the Pilgrim’s Rest Baptist Church 
in Panola County, Mississippi, on Thursday, Sept. 7. 
1899. The body was called together by Rev. W. 1 
Hargis, Moderator. 

On motion, reading of church letters and announcing 
of the names of. delegates was declared in order. The 
chair appointed Bros. N. W. P. Bacon and R. G. Hewlett 
as reading clerks. Several letters were read when the 
hour for hearing the introductory sermon was announced. 
Bro. H. L. Johnson, to whom this ‘honor had been dele- 
gated, read fourteen verses of ‘the 14th chapter of John, 
taking the 6th verse, “I Am the Way,” as his text. His 
sermon was a plaiu, yet interesting and consecrated one. 

The body then adjourned until 1:30 o'clock. Bene- 
diction by Bro. A. A. Lomax. 


APTERNOON SESSION. 
The Association met promptly at 1:30. After a song 


service, Bro. D. A. Glenn asked a benediction on the 
body. Reading of the church letters was resumed. 
Nineteen churches were found to be represented through 
their messengers as follows: 

Antioch—Ben Lester. 

Bis, Springs—H. L. Johnson, D. J. Thomas, W. T. 
Berry. 

Bethel —Not represented. 

Burgess—W. E. Crow, Earnest Hardy, and W. J. Bord, 
alternate. 

Bethany—J. H. Bowen, I. H. Lowry, J. N. McLeod 
(by letter.) 

Clear Creek—R. G. Hewlétt, Littie Buford, Daisy 
Aisles, R. H. McElroy. 

Courtland—E. T. Leigh. 

Concord—-E. 8. Moore, R. M. Mitchell, J. M. Tatum, 
J. L. Mathis,“ J. W. Higginbotham. 

Good Hope-—E. M. Thornton, B. B. McCullar, F. A. 
Lamb, J. D. Woodruff and S. R. Lamb. 


Libert Hill Jesse McCullar, W. H. Tyler, J. G. Hill, 
and H. W. Burns alternate. 
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Mount Pisgah—-C. P. Burkhalter, P. J. Burkhalter, 
Earl Rowe. I 

Mount Gilead—J. C. Brandon, D. A. Given, E. W. 
Barton and J. H. Few, Robert Patton, alternates. 

New Liberty—-Burney McKee. 

Oxford—Rev. N. W. P. Bacon, Rev. W. I. Hargis, 
Willie Leavell, Mrs. L. B. Leavell, 

Panola--A. A. Lomax, R. J. Shuford, W. W. Dickens, 
P. H. Lowrey and Sister C. E. Jeffress. 

Pupe—-H. C. Cox. 

Paris—-Not represented. 

Ptocowa--W. J. Faulkner, N. J. Hall, alternate. (By 
letter). 

Pilgrim’s Rest—Rev. G. W. Holliowell, L. C. Pollard, 
J.M. McKee, L. D. Jones, J. R. Jones. 

Pisgali—Not represented. 

Shady Grove--R. C. McKinney. 

Union—S. G. Henry, W. H. Hudson, R. C. Henry. 

Water Valley—Rev. D. A. Glenn, Rev. C. G. Blount 
and J. D. Peacock. 

Yellow Leaf—Not represented. 

Yocona—J, R. Taylor, J. L. Sisk. 

The election of officers was declared in order. , It was 
moved that Bro. W. I. Hargis be elected Moderator by 
acclammation. This was declared unconstitutional, and 
the clerk was authorizied to cast the ballot of the Asso- 
ciation for Bro. Hargis. Bro. J. L. Sisk was put in nom- 
ination for clerk. He declared his physical inability to 
serve. J.D. Peacock was put in nomination, and Bro. 
P. H. Lowrey requested to cast the ballot of the body for 
him. Bro. Hargis, the Moderator, was requested to cast 


the hallot of the Association for Bro. J. M. Tatum for 
Treasurer, 


Bro. D. A. Glenn was called upon to make a report on 
Missions, in the place of Bros. H. W. Rockett and D. C. 
Perkins, who were absent. 

In the absence of Bros. B. T. Kimbrough and R. H. 
Leavell, Bro. N. W. P. Bacon was requested to prepare a 
report on “The Duties of Baptists as Citizens.” 

On motion the Association was requested to meet at 
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4:30, adjourn at 12, meet at 1:30 and adjourn at will, the 
first haif hour in the morning to be given to devotional 
exercises 

The pastor and deacons of Pilgrim’s Rest Church. were 
appointed a committee on devotional exercises. 

Bro. A. A. Lomax, Association delegate to the State 
Convention, also to the Southern Baptist Convention, 
made a long verbal report and paid high tribute to the 
work of those bodies. 

Bro. T. J. Bailey, editor of the Baptist, state organ of 
the denomination, was invited toa seat with the, body. 

Bro. W. H. Carter, from Yolobusha Association, another 
visiting brother, was welcomed by the Moderator. The 
chair appointed Bros. E. W. Barton, J. L. Sisk and J. W. 
Higginbotham as finance committee. 

Report on “Prayer Meetings and Family Worship” was 
read by Bro.G. W. Hollowell. Bros. Hollowell and 
Lomax spoke to the report, the latter making a touching 
appeal for more prayer in the seclusion of the home. 

Following is the report. 

REPORT ON PRAYER MEETINGS AND FAMILY WORSHIP. 

Your committee on “Prayer Meetings and Family Wor- 
ship” submit the following : 

We should have regular prayer-meeting in the Church. 
Lf we would be strong men and women, we should come to- 
gether in the strength of our Lord. In Ist Chron. 16:11 
we are told to seek the Lord and His strength: seek his 
face —— This strength is secured by the pres- 
ence of the Holy Spirit inanswer to prayer. One reason 
we have so many weak churches and members is a lack of 
regular prayer. In the 105th Psalm, 4th verse, we are told 
to seek the Lord’s face evermore. , We should do this, be- 
cause it isour duty. The inference in Isiah 55:6 is that 
there will be a time when He will not be found of us. We 
should pray, because in Hos. 74:2 we are taught to take 
with us words, and to turn to the Lord and say unto Him, 
“Take away all iniquity and receive us graciously.” It is 
our duty.to prey. because our Savior commands us to pray. 
In Mat. 26:41 He says: “Watch and pray that ye enter not 
into temptation.” By reference to Ist Thes., 5:17, we find 
that we should pray all the time. Should all men pray? 
Yes. In Ist Tim. 2:8 the Apostle says: “I will that men 
pray everywhere.” Respectfully submitted, 

G. W. HoLLowEct. 
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Announcement by Bro. Hollowell—That Bro. N. W. P. 


Bacon will preace tomorrow at 11 a.m., and that Bro. 
Richard Taylor will conduct devotional exercises tomorrow 
morning. 

Bro. H. L. Johnson announced that there would be a 
meeting of the executive board tomorrow, Friday, at 1 
o'clock. 

Report and discussion on missions was set for tomorrow 
at 10 o’clock. 

Report on education was next called for. Bro. P. H. 
Lowry read a most interesting and instructive paper on 
the subject. His speech tothe report was a strong one. 
It was logical and convincing--urging the necessity of 
education as the greatest need for the safety of the church, 
state and nation. 

Bro. T. J. Bailey, editor of the Baptist, asked permis- 
sion to print the report in advance of the minutes, and the 
request was granted. 

Following is the report: 

REPORT ON EDUCATION. 


We must educate. As citizens, we owe it to our country 
to educate. As Baptists, we owe it to the,denomination. 
As Christians, we owe it to the world. At no time in his- 
tory hasthe uneducated man or woman been at such 
disadvantage as now 
_ Every science, every art, every profession, every trade 
is making long and rapid strides in learning The man 


who does not learn, and who does not encourage and help : 


his children to learn, is out of date anda laggard. Yet 
knowledge without Godliness isa vain thing. Better an 
ignorant Christian than a learned unbeliever. 

It is thought by some that learning tends to infidelity 
and agnosticism. If so, God bless us with an abundant 
ignorance. But it is not so. Learning, directed by 


Christian men, and surrounded by Christian influences ] 


and infused with a Christian spirit, tends to Godliness. 
The right development of the mind enables it to conipre- 
hend the beauties of holiness and adore the wisdom of 
God. This is what we ‘call “Christian Education”—not 
necessarily teaching people to be Christians, but teaching 
science, art, literature, etc., under Christian influence and 
amid Christian surroundings. This kind of education we 
most heartily commend, and for obtaining it we recom- 
mend Mississippi College, at Clinton, and the various 
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private institutions of learning for both boys and girls 
that are under Baptist direction and canted theonahow! 
the State. A. A. Lomax. 
P. H. Lowrey. 
Adjourned. 


SECOND DAY-—-MORNING SESSION. 

The body met at 9 o'clock. Devotional exercises were 
conducted by Bro. J. R. Taylor. 

At 9:30 the Moderator announced the house in order for 
business. 

A motion prevailed that a committee on nominations 
be appointed. The chair named Bros. R. J. Shuford, J. 
D. Woodruff, J. G. Hill, C. G. Blount, R. H. McElroy and 
J. R. Taylor. 

On motion, W. I. Hargis, B. T. Kimbrough, N. W. P. 
Bacon, wereappointed a committee to arrange program 


for Fifth Sunday Meetings during the next Associational 
yeur. 


REPORT ON PUBLICATIONS. 

The report on publications was read by Bro. J. D. 
Woodruff. Bro. T. J. Bailey spoke at.some length to the 
report. He gave some interesting information on the 
subject of the Baptist, of which he is the editor. Bro. N. 
W. P. Bacon also spoke to the report. He advised the 
use of Baptist hymn books printed by Baptists and con- 
taining the Baptist faith and principle, and was pointed in 
his opposition to some of the books in use, many of which 
contained hymns whose tenor was in direct opposition to 
Baptist cardinal doctrine. Report is as follows: 

Your Committee on Publications beg leave to submit 
the following: 





In this age of publication the press is sending forth 
books and periodicals of every conceivable kind and _ sort. 
This they tell us is food for the mind. Here is the way 
the poet measures us: 


“Were I so tall to reach the pole 
And grasp the ocean in my span; 
I must be measured by my soul, 
For it is the mind that makes the man.” 
This being true, it behooves us to be exceedingly cau- 
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tious in the selection of our literature, for our minds will 
surely fashion after the food upon which it is fed. 
Now. in recommending books, we say the Bible first, 
and such) others as hold up the doctrine and principles as 


are therein taught. As to periodicals, let us support our. 
own denominational papers. The Baptist, published at» 


Jackson, Miss., first, then for missionary information, the 
Foreign Missionary Journal and thé Home Journal, the 
Orphanage Gem. Then for Sunday School, by all means 
our own convention series 
Respectfully submitted, 
J. D. Wooprvurr. 


REPORT ON MISSIONS. 

The report on missions was read by J.D. Peacock. It 
being only a short while until the hour for preaching, a 
recess of fifteen minutes was taken and discussion on the 
subject and report of missions was pos'poned until after 
the noon hour. Report is as follows: 


The great Republic of America is just merging into the 
morning of its day. Foremost in every art and craft of 
civilization, the light from the torch of its influence now 
illuminates the world. While the youngest among the 
really great nations of the earth, it is not blind to the 
influences that gave it power. It is proving a magnan- 
imons parent. As if guided by the hand of Providence, it 
had no sooner grasped the weapons with which to break 
the Sshackels from benighted and barbarious Spain, 
when it struck the blow and freed fourteen millions of 
brave people from the fetters of superstition and bar- 
barism. In forcing its great power into Asiatic waters, it 
has thrown wide open the doors to Cbina and Japan, 
which creates the greatest opportunity for mission work 
ever known in the history of the world. It has actually 
made possible the going into all the world and preaching 
the gospel to every nation. It creates the opportunity to 
clothe the habitable globe with the cloak of Christianity. 
It only remains for the mission work to be done The 
number of our missiouaries should be increased two-fold 
Just as soon as peace is restored in our new possession. A 
great work is being done already in Cuba. A greater work 
can be done. The field is open in Porto Rico and Bap- 
tist Churches will soon give their yracious influences to 
the people of that island. In China we have 40 mission- 
aries, and 55 native assistants, 22 Baptist Churches, with 
(27 baptisms. More missionaries are needed there. In 
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Africa we have only 6 missionaries, 10 native assistants, 6 
charches with 37 baptisms. In Italy, 7 missionaries, 120 
native assistants, 22 churches, 38 baptisms and 518 church 
‘members. The youngest of our mission works is in 
Japin. Here we have only 7 missionaries with 7 native 
assistants, 1 church, 13 baptisms aud 61 church members 











| 
| 


: Just think of it: In China and Japan there are today 
four hundred and forty million souls and we have less 
: than one thousand of them saved for God. Brothers, we 
¢ must increase our efforts for missions. 
Home missions glso is a great work in a great field, in 
; cluding as it does Alabama, Arkaasas, District of Col- 


umbia, Florida. Indian Territory, Kentu tky, Louisiana, 
Maryland, Missouri. Mississippi, North Carolina, New 
Mexico, Oklahoma Territory, South Carolina, Tennessee. 





Texas, Virginia, and the Island of Cuba. In this field t 
Christ is preached to the Indians, Negroes, foreigners and 
: Cubans, as well as to white people of native birth. There 







are twelve million unsaved in this field, and six millions 
: of these are Baptist inclined Every section of this vast 
T territory has feltthe influence and uplifting of the Foreign 
| Mission Board, and many churches sustained by itin their 
infancy have become towers of strength 
Our State Mission work was greatly hindered during 
one third of the past Association year, but we are grateful 
| | ae for the showing so fuil of interest and encouragement to 
| 
















every thoughtful Baptist in the state. We have 73° mis- 
sionaries under ippointment of the Board, who have sup- 
plied 110 stations, preached 2000 sermons, attended 200 
prayer meetings, and visited 5000 families. The secretary 
of this Board has been seeking a voluntary State Mission 
force after the order of that in North Carolina. We hope 
that great encouragement will be given to this work by 
pastors of the state. D. A. GLENN 


Spoken to by Rey. D A. Glenn. » 


The intermission over, Bro. N. W. P. Bacon read th: 


13th chapter Ist Corinthians, taking his text from 12th 
















verse thereof. The speaker at once showed himself an \ 
orator His eloquence at times was as beautifui as | 
pictures in the sky, and his patbos touched the fountain 








of tears 





Adjourned until the afternoon session 
For the 







purpose of organizing a Ladies Aid Society, it 
was announced that the | 
after the 






adies would meet immediately 
noon hour, and half an hour of the Association’ 
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time was granted them for the purpose of completing their 
work 


AFTERNOON SESSION. 

Bros. D. A. Glenn, R. G. Hewlett and T. J. Bailey all 
made splendid speeches on the subject of missions. and 
urged the necessity of greater action on the part of the 
churches and pastors for contributions to assist in spread- 
ing the gospel 

Announcement by Bro. Hollowell—That Bro. D. A. 

(#lenn would preach tomorrow at 11 o'clock. 
: The moderator here announced the following committee 
ou apportionment: Antioch, Ben Laster: Big Springs, 
W. T. Berry; Burgess, W. J. Beard: Clear Creek, R. H. 
McElroy; Courtland, E. T. Leigh; Good Hope, E. M. 
Thoraton; Liberty Hiil, Jesse McCuliar; Mount Pisgah, 
Earl Rowe; Bethany, P. R. Martin: Pisgah, W. D. House: 
Yocona, J. L. Sisk; Mount Gilead, J. R. Patton; New 
Liberty, Burney McKee; Oxford, N. W. P. Bacon: Pan- 
ola, A. A. Lomax; Pilgrim’s Rest, L. C. Pollard; Pope, H. 
C. Cox; Shady Grove, R. -C. McKinney; Union, R. C. 
Henry; Water Valley, C. G. Blount; Bethel, J.T John- 
sey; Concord, J. W. Higginbothanr. 

Pope Church, not being represented by letter, a discus- 
sion arose as to the advisability of seating the delegates 
from that body. On motion, the delegates were seated. 

The moderator called attention to the fact that Yellow 
Leaf Church had not been represented in the association 
for the past two years, and said that for such discrepancy 
the church was, under.the coastitution, liable for disthis- 
sal. 

It was moved and carried that the five members of tho 
Central Committee be added to the Apportionment Com- 
mittee, and that the two combined hereafter be retog- 
nized as the Executive Board. 

The moderator named the Central Committee as follows: 


S. R. Lamb, T. A. Lamb, J. D. Woodruff, B. B. McCul. 
lar, 8. P. Woodruff. 


The committee on nominations here made their report 
as follows: 
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To the Oxford Baptist Association: © We. your com- 
mittee on nominations, thake the following report: Time 
of next meeting, on Thursday before the second Samay 
in September, 1900, with Panola Church, Batesville, Miss 
To preach the introductory sermon, Bro. D. A. Glenn; 
Bro. H. W. Rockett, alternate. 

Respectfully submitted. R. J. Shuford. J. D. Wood- 
ruff, J G. Hill, C G. Blount, R. H. McElroy. J R. Tay- 
lor, committee 

Considerable discussion arose over changing the time 
of meeting from September to October, but on motion the 
body refused to make the change. 


REPORT ON ORPHANAGE 
Che report, which was an exceedingly instructive one. 
was read by Bro. W. I. Hargis. He spoke to the report 
: did also Bro, Bailey Report is as follows: 


The child without a natural guardian, throw, upon the 
cold charity of the world with no one, specially, to love or 
instruct it, or guide its steps; subjected to evil influences, 
shifting, it may be, from pillar to post —no home, no” eda- 
cation, while it may possess as great natural possibilities 
as those of more fortunate surrcundings. Such a child 
becomes at once an objeet of interest to the Christian. and 
appeals to his sympathies. 

In the interest of such unfortunates was the Mississippi 
Baptist Orphenage founded by Bro. L. 8. Foster in con- 
nection with a board of trustees, duly incorporated and 
opened in the city of Jackson, Miss.. May 12, 1897. 

The orphanage was opened in a rented house, but it is 
now being conducted on its own lands and in its own 
buildings. The children were moved into the Lon Moore 
cottage the first of March, 1898. Since then another cot- 
tage has been built on the same plan as tlie first, and is 
now being occupied. And yet more room is needed. The 
two cottages and equipments are estimated to be worth 
33000. The president, Bro. Foster, has recently appealed 
to the board of :rustees to know if they were willing that 
one half, or 56 acres, of the land be sold and a home for 
the Superintendent be built with the proceeds upon the 
remaining land, including residence, office and press room 
where the “Gem” can be printed. This request is made 
on the grounds that 56 a¢res will be ample for all pur- 
poses, and that the rents from the unoccupied lands 
amounts to several dollars less than the rents he is com- 
pelled to pay for a house in the city of Jackson. I think 
the consent of the trastees has been secured. The 56 acres 
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wi'l bring $2000 or more. There are always more ‘appli- 
cants than can be accepted for lack of room. 

While the Superintendent has been able to feed and 
clothe all who have been placed under his charge, yet 
there have been moments of keenest anxiety to him as the 
treasury and pantry would sometimes be almost or quite 
empty. He tells as in July number of the “Gem,” that 
he was compelled to borrow $400 in order to meet expen- 
ses. Such should not occur again. 

Let us make some figures. Latest st itistics show that 
there are 90,454 white Baptists in Mississippi. Twenty 
five cents each from these would place in the treasury 
$22.613. Twelve and a half cents from each would place 
in the treasury for the support of the dependent and help- 
less orphans, $11,306, or $2,228 more than the total amount 
received to June 1, 1899, Surely we can not afford to be 
indifferent to the claims of so benevolent an institution as 
this. “Visit the fatherless in their affliction,” is a Divine 
injunction. Yea,command. Since the opening of the 
orphanage, a little more than two years ago, 50 children 
have been received, 18 have been placed in private homes, 
and there are 32 now in the Home. or was June 1, 1899. 


W. I. Harars. 


Adjourned. 

The meeting today was largely attended, the beautiful 
little church being filled during the entire session, and no 
word or deed occurred to mar the perfect harmony that 


has always characterized the meetings of this Association. 
' 


THIRD DAY—MORNING SESSION. 


Devotional exercises were conducted by Bro. W.H. 
Carter. 

TLe following resolution. offered by Bro. W. H. Hud. 
son, was unanimously adopted : 

Be it resolved, That we do, with united voices, tender 
our thanks to the good people of Pilgrim’s Rest neighbor- 
hood for their kind and generous hospitality toward us 
during our stay among them, and that we return home 
praying God’s blessings upon them. Respectfully, 

W. H. Henson, 

The report on “ Sunday Schools” was here read by Bro. 
H. L. Johnson. The report was discussed by Bros. E. W. 
Barton, H. L,. Johnson, W. H. Hudson and A. A. Lomax. 


Following is the report : 
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REPORT ON SUNDAY SCHOOLS. 

Your committee on “Sunday Schools” report that from 
the letters sent by the Churches to the Association, our 
Sunday School work is ina more hopeful condition, as 
more is being done in that work than for some years past. 
The work reported by our churches does not include all, 
as there are some successful Sanday Schools held in 
school houses not reported. 


We learu that children are an heritage from the Lord 
Ps. 127:3. Again, Jacob regarded his children as a gra- 
cious gift from the Lord—Gen. 33:5. Thén that oft-re- 
peated text, “And ye fathers provoke not your child:en to 
wrath, but bring them up in the nurture and admonition 
of the Lord.” Ephe. 6:4. These things are facts, as 
taught in God's word. Children are the gift of God to us, 
and they should be trained accordiny to the Scriptures. 
[t is not meant that the Sanday School work can take the 
place of preaching. The Master has put that first, and it 
is first, but in the Sunday School we have a regular line 
of study in God's word that is helpfal to teachers and 
scholars. Your committee would insist that our member- 
ship in all churches be workers in the Sunday School, 
either as teachers or scholars, and not be content until all 
children are regular in their attendance and in the study 
of God’s Holy Truth. Mauch has been said about the lit- 
erature to be used in our schools. Possibly at no time has 
this subject been more important than now. As Baptists, 
we believe we hold the truth, and should use Baptist pa- 
pers and books that teach God’s word. But all of these 
ought only to be used in such way as to make plain and 
exalt the Scriptures of Divine Truth. Our motto should 
be “An Evergreen Sunday School-in Every Neighbor- 
hood,” and God's word should be faithfully taught in these 
Schools. Respectfully submitted, . L. Jounson. 

Report of committee on Fifth Sunday Meetings was 
here read and adopted (see report in back of book). 

The report on “Duties of Baptists as Citizens”’ was read 
by Bro. N. W. P. Bacon, who spoke eloquently and learn- 
edly to the report, as also did Bro. D, A. Glenn. The re- 
port is as follows : 


REPORT ON DUTIES OF BAPTISTS AS CITIZENS. 


1. Loyalty to our government and a willing acquiesence 
to all its demands, is clearly the very first duty of every 
Baptist as a citizen 
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2. To inform himself on everything that will tend to 
make him a better citizen. 

2. Torender willing obedience to existing laws. 

4. To use every legitimate means for the enactment of 
such laws as may be proposed from time to time for the 
suppression of vice and crime. Especiaily should Bap- 
tists be zealous to aidin securing such levislation as will 
prevent the sale of intoxicating liquors; also such as will 
prevent the sale and use of such things as will effect ad- 
versely the health or morals of the youth of our land. 

5. ‘Lo guard with zealous care the priceless principle of 
the absolute freedom of the human couscience in matters 
of religion, and the total separation of Church and State. 
Your committee may be pardoned for suggesting that never 
since these principles were purchased at the cost of blood 
and ashes by Baptist martyrs, was there a time when Bap- 
tists should be more alert in guarding these principles than 
today. With the mightiest‘organization ever devised by 
the devil masquerading under the guise of a Christian 
Church, whose every tenet is opposed to the cherished 
principles dear to every Baptist heart, lending every en- 
ergy to secure control of our government, it is high time 
Baptists were informing themselves concerning the dan- 
gers that menace us. 

6. To cast their ballots for the best men obtainable to 
fillevery office in the land, from the exalted office of 
President of the Republic to the humblest one in a Mag- 
istrate’s beat. And since, other things being equal, Bap- 
tists are the best men, it follows that Baptist ballots shou!d 
be cast for Baptist nen, where this is possible 

With keenest regret that the distinguished Jurist and 
eminent Christian citizen, Judge B. T. Kimbrogh, who 
was appointed to prepare this report, could not be present 
to discharge this duty, the above is respectfully submitte:! 
by the committee, not as comprehending all the duties of 
Baptists as citizens, but as suggesting some things which 
it is clearly their duty to do. N. W. P. Bacon. 

As it was found necessary to close the business of the 
Association by 12:30 p.m., all speakers were limited to five 
minutes. 

The committee on apportionment, Bro. N. W. P. Bacon 
chairman, was called to meet instanter, 

The report on “Woman's Work” was read by Bro. C. G. 
Blount. He briefly discussed the subject, after which it 
was adopted. Following is the report : 

REPORT ON WOMAN'S WORK. 


Your committee on “Woman’s Work” would say th» 
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the work of woman for the Lord is of more importance 
than a great many would think. We find that the first 
work for the buri«l of the Lord and Savior was performed 
by woman, and we find her a constant attendant of the 
Lord while He was on earth. They did not cease from 
their labor when He ended his work on earth ; but woman 
was so attached to Him that we find them close by at the 
Crucifixion. Woman was there. waiting to do something 
for the Lord, and after hisdeath and burial we tind woman 
first at his grave early in the morning, and when Mary 
failed to find Him, she stood w: eping, and asked, "Where 


} , , ; ; ° Thi : } , - > . 
have ye laid him This goes to show that woman wants 
todo something for the Lord. Your committee would . 


(Te a essen 


recommend that the brotherhood encourage our women 
societies to the utmost in their work for the Master, and 
provide a way for them to make money for the Master's 
cause We have an example where a woman gave all slie 
had for the cause of the Master. There is no record of 


we 


ore 2 


R such sacrifice made by man. Woman is the friend of God, 
; and is ever ready to give her work for His cause 
: C. G. Biounr, 
; ¥ The following amendment to the report on “Publica- 
1 ; tions” was offered and unanimously adopted ; 
| 3 | Rosolved, That it is the sense of this body that our 


eburches should, as far as sossible, use in our prayer- 
; a I ; pray 
: meetings. Sunday Schools and church service only such 
| song-books as are published by Baptists 
N. W. P. Bacon 
The report on “Sustentation” was read by Bro. R. G 
Hewlett The report is as follows : 





REPORT ON SUSTENTATION. 


The object of this work is te aid in the support of super- 
annuated, indigent Baptist ministers, and the families of 
deceased Baptist ministers. It is a work that should lie 
very near the heart of every lover of Christ in our Baptist 
family s 

Our civil government. in the disbursement of pensions, \ 
has set us an example along this line that is worthy of im- 
itation. If Caesar is thus careful to provide for the indi- 
gent who have rendered good service to their country as 
soldiers, Baptists should-be careful to supply the neces- 
Sities to thos» indigent soldiers of the Cross of Christ. who 
have spent their best days in fighting the battles of our 
common Master, 

There are no such indigent persons known to your com- 
mittee within the bounds of this Association What may 
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exist, or may be doing along thig line elsewhere your com- 
mittee is not prepared to say. Rexpectfally submitted, 
R. G. Hew err, 
J. W. HiceinporuaM, 
Committee. 
As several churches have failed to send delegates to this 
body for the past two years, a motion was made by Bro, G. 
W. Hollowell that acommittee of one appointed, who would 
correspond with the churches, and urge the necessity of 
their representation. The chair appointed Bro. J. L. Sisk 
to look after the matter. 
The Moderator announced the standing committees (see 
“Standing Committees ). 
The report of the Apportionme:t Committee was read by 
Bro. N. W. P. Bacon, and is as follows : 


BBWOOD 6 iio ss $ 11 00 Bethany ......... $ 27 5O 
Big Springs...... 11 00 Burgess ...,..... 17 60 
Bethel........... 5 50 Clear Creek...... 30 00 
Courtland........ 55 00 Concord ......... 27 50 
Good Hope...... 44 00 Liberty Hill..... 11 00 
Shady Grove..... 13 75 ROE ce ds sca s cu 5 50 
Water Valley... .. 200 00 Mount Gilead.... 5 50 
Mount Pisgah.... 11 00 New Liberty..... 5 50 
MPEP sss oc sara 275 00 Pane i isis. 137 50 
Rs it ak, 22 00 Pilgrim’s Rest.... 15 00 
BNO 6 5 vases: sacteatice 11 00 Ptocowa ......... 11 00 
| eee 5 50 Yellow Leaf..... 25 O00 
Yoooma .......... 27 BW 


The Finance Committee reported through in chairman, 
Bro. J. L. Sisk, as follows : 

Received for general missions, $50.85 ; for minutes. 
$23.60; for clerk, $1.50, Respectfully submitted, 

E, W. Barron, 
% J. W. Hiecinsoruam, 
J. L. Sisx, 
Committee. 
REPORT OF EXECUTIVE BOARD. 

The Board bas met from time to time in conjunction 
with the Fifth Sunday meetings, and transacted the fol. 
lowing business : 

Have asked the State Board to supplement pastor’s 
salaries at the following places : Ptocows. $100; Union, 
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$20; Shady Grove, $25, and have asked the Churches to 
place in Rey. J. L. Johnson’s bands a small sum to be 
used in colportage work. We request that the next Board 
continue this work. We have also asked the State Board 
to give to Bro. H. L. Finley -his old work in the Oxford. 
Chickasaw and Calhoun Associations. All of which is 
respectfully submitted. H. L. Jounson, Ch’m’n. 
J. D. Wooprvrr, Secretary. 


The report was read by Bro. H. L. Johnson and adopted. 


On motion, Bro. W. I. Hargis was—appointed as dele- 
gate from this body to the Southern Baptist Convention, 
which meets at Hot Springs, Ark., on Friday before the 
second Sunday in May, 1900. 


The following delezates were appointed tu the Baptist 
State Convention: Bros. R. G. Hewlett, G. W. Hollo- 
well, A.A. Lomax, D. A. Glenn, W. IL. Hargis, H. L. 
Johnson, N. W. P. Bacon, J. W. Higginbotham, J. R. 
Taylor, W. W. Dickens, W. H. Hudson, P. H. Lowrey, J. 
L. Sisk, H. W. Rockett. 

A motion prevailed that the Clerk be authorized to print 
as many minutes as the amount contributed would permit, 
and distribute them to the Churches who had so con- 
tributed. = 

Bro. A. A. Lomax made a call for contributions to assist 
Bro. J. R. Taylor in his ministerial studies at Mississippi 
College, The following responded with the amounts op- 
pogite their names : 


Clear Creek........ 
Good Hope 
Liberty Hill : Ladies’ Aid Good H. 
Mount Gilead ‘....  E. W. Barton 
Mount Pisgah 
H. C. Cox 
Popes 
Pilgrim's Rest 
L. ©. Pollard 
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Yocona 5 00 Mrs. M. T.Carothers 1 00 
Of the above, the following paid cash: W. D. Beard, 
$1.00; J. C. Brandon, $1.00; H. C. Cox, $1.00; L. C. Pol- 
lard, $1.00; Union Church, $1.00. 
The Treasurer's report was here read by Bro. J. W. 
Higginbotham and adopted. The report is as follows : 


TREASURER’S REPORT FOR 1898. 
RECEIPTS. 
December 2— Received for Missions 
Received for Minutes 
Received for Clerk 


DISBURSEMENTs. 
December 3- Am’t paid A. V. Rowe for Missions.$ 90 45 
25 


Amount paid for Minutes 
Amount paid Clerk 


J. M. Tatum, Treasurer. 
This closed the business of the Association for 1899, 
and after a splendid sermon by Bro. D. A. Glenn, the 
body adjourned to meet with Panola Church at Bates- 
villeon ‘Lhursday before the second Sunday in Septem- 
ber, 1900. 





IN MEMORIUS1. 


Che following Sisters and Brothers have departed this 
life since the last meeting of the Association : . 

Mrs, Lida Bowden, Pope, Miss. 

E. G. Leigh, Courtland, Miss. 

Mrs. Lizzie Haley, Clear Creek Church. 

Anna Childs, Pilgrim’s Rest Church. 

E. H. Jones, Oxford, Miss. 

Daniel Mayes, Oxford, Miss. 

Eliza C. Berry, Big Springs Church. 

M. lL. Seamans, Water Valley Church. 
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CONSTITUTION. 


ARTICLE 1. The Association shall be called the Oxford 
Baptist Association. which shall meet annually. The ob- 
ject of this union shall be to cultivate fraternal inter- 
course and love between the Churches composing this 
body, and unite to their efforts in the great work of advan- 
cing the Redeemer’s kingdom. In the prosecution of 
these objects, the dissemination of the Gospel by mission- 
ary Operations, both home and abroad.’shal receive their 
encouragement, fostering care and support. It shall be 
the aims of this Association to promote the cause of Sab- 
bath Schools, also the interest of general education, and 
more especially the education of the Ministry, All Chris- 
tian and charitable enterprises shall receive their encour- 
agement, among which the support of superanuated and 
worn-out Ministers will receive especial attention. 

ArT. 2. Each Chareh belonging to this Association 
shall be entitled to three representatives until the number 
of members reaches twenty-five, and one delegate for every 
twenty-five; provided, in no case shall any Church have 
more than eight del: gates. 

ArT. 3. The delegates present reprsenting Churches. 
shall, during the session, present their letters of corre- 
pondence, which must state their appgntment, together 
with the number of members in fellowship, the number 
baptized, received by letter, restored, dismissed by letter, 
excluded and died da ing the year 

ArT. 4. Any Church of this Association failing to rep- 
resent herself at one meeting will be expected to state the 
reason thereof at the next meeting, and any Church thus 
failing at two successive meetings, the Association may 
consider her dropped from her number, or may appoint a 
committee to inquire into cause of such failure. 

Art. 5. Other Churches approving our Articles of 
Faith, and desiring to act and live in fellowship with us. 
may be admitted into this uody by siguyfing their appro- 
val und desire by delegates and letters. 

Art. 6. This Associxtion shall have a Moderutor, 
Treasurer, and Clerk, who shall be chosen by ballot at 
each annual meeting as soon. as the letters from the 
Churches are read.and the names of the delegates enroll- 
ed. A majority of the votes cast being necessary to un 
election. 

Akt. 7. Membership in this association shall be essen- 
tial to eligibility to any office within the body. 
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Art. 8. This Association shall have no power to adopt 
rules pr institute proceedings that shall infringe upon the 
independence or rights of Churches; but it may, when re- 
quested by a Church in its letter or correspondence, and 
not otherwise, give advice to such body, and it may sep- 
arate from such Churches as are known to walk disorder- 
ly. 

Art. 9. This Association may correspond by letter or 
messenger with other representative bodies of the Bap- 
tist denomination. 

Art. 10. This Association shall, at its annual meet- 
ings, appoint an Executive Board, composed of as many 
members as there shall be Churches represented, with five 
additional members liying in the same vicinity, any five of 
whom shall constitute a quorum. Each Church shall 
have the privilege of nominnting its own member of the 
Board. Said Board shall elect its own officers and shall 
have power to transactthe business of the Association 
when the Association is not id session, and for this pur- 
pose jmeet as often as the Chairman shall deem necessary. 
An afinual report of the proceedings of the Board shall be 
made to the Association. 

Art. 11. The Constitution may be altered or amended 
at any regular meeting by a majority of two-thirds of the 
members present, provided the proposition to change be 
made at a previous meeting. * 


RULES OF DECORUM. 


ARTICLE 1. This Association shall be opened and 
closed by prayer. 
Art. 2. The Moderator shall be considered judge of 


order, and shall have discretionary right to call to order 
at any time. 


Art. 3. Any member not satisfied at his decision may 


ag tothe Association the same day, but at no other 
ime. , 


Art. 4. The Moderator shall have the same privilege 
of speech as any other member of the body; provided, he 
call some other brother to the chair; but shall not be per- 
mitted to vote except in case of tie. 


ArT. 5. Every motion made in order and seconded, 
after sufficient time for discussion, shall be, by the Mod- 
erator, put to a vote of the Association, a majority of whom 
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shall govern, and the decision shall be publicly announc- 
ed by the Moderator. 

Art. 6. But one membor shall speak at a time, who 
shall rise to his feet and address the Moderator; and the 
Moderator, when addressed by a member for permission to 
speak, shall signify the same by naming the person, or 
otherwise. 

Art. 7. Every member, in addressing the body, must 
confine his remarks to the sabject under discussion, and 
no member shall be interrupted while speaking, unless he 
departs from the subject, or use words of personal reflec- 
tion. , 

Art. 8. The application “Brother” shall be used in our 
addresses. 

Art. 9. No member shall be allowed to speak more 
than twice on the same subject without leave from the As- 
sociation, nor more than once until all have had an oppor- 
tunity of speaking. 

Art. 10. No member shall be at liberty to absent bim- 
self during the hours of business without leave from the 
Moderator. 

Art. 11. It shall be the duty of the Clerk to keepa 
correct record of the prodeedings of the Association and 
submit the same for correction of the Association at the 
elose of each session, and to preserve a file of the proceed- 
ings of the body. 

Art. 12. It shall be the duty of the Treasurer to re- 
ceive all moneys received for Associational purposes and 
pay them over by order of the body. 

ArT. 13. In case of a motion to a any rules of 
the Association a vote of two-thirds shall be necessary. 

Art. 14. The roll of delegates shall be called at the 
close of each session, and the absentees without permission 
shall be designated upon the Minutes as such, without 
leave from the Moderator. 
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PROGRAMS 


FOR 


FIFTH SUNDAY MEETINGS 


«IN THE... 


OXFORD ASSOCIATION 


--FOR THE... 


Associational Year from Sept. 1899 to Sept. 1900 


OCTOBER, 1899. 
PLACE—CONCORD CHURCH. 
10 a. M. Friday —Devotional Service, conducted by W. I. 


Hargis. 

11 a. M., Sermon by G. W. Hollowell. 

1:30 p. m., “The Bible Doctrine of Sanctification.” N. 
W. P. Bacon. 

2:15 Pp. m., “Who are the proper subjects of Baptism” 
D. A. Glenn. 

10 a. M., Saturday—“Value and Duty of Regular Atten- 
dance on Public Worship by all the Members of the 
Church.” R. G. Hewlett. 

11 a. M.,—Sermon by D, A. Givens. 

1:30 P.M... “How can we secure a contribution from each 
member of our Churches’” H. L. Johnson. 

2:15 Pp. M.,—Meeting of the Executive Board. 

11 a.m., Sunday—Sermon by H. W. Rockett. 


APRIL, 1900. 
PLACE—SHADY GROVE CHURCH. 


10 a. M., Friday—Devotional exercises. ©. G. Blount. 

1l a. M..—Sermon on “Final Preservation of Saints” 
D. A. Glenn. 

1:30 Pp. M.,.—“What distinguishes Baptist fro t i 
H. W. Rockett. . ; — —_ 
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2:30 Pp. M —“The importance of Prayer Meeting and Fam- 
ily Worship.” H. L. Johnson. 
10 a. M, Saturday, “Importance of Denominational! 
Literature in Our Home.” J. C. Brandon. 
11 A. M..—Sermon on “Communion” N. W. P. Bacon. 


1:30 Pp. w.,—“The Christian as avoter.” J. W. Higgin- 
botham 


2:30 P. M..- “The duty of the Churches to Pray for our 
Missionaries.” R. G. Hewlett. 

10 a. M., Sunday, ‘Sunday School Discussion. 

11 A. M,—Sermon on “Baptism” W. I. Hargis. 


JULY, - 1900. 
PLACE—-COURTLAND. 
10a. m., Friday,—Devotional Exercises by the Pastor. 
11 A. M.,—Sermon on “Holy Spirit.” A. A. Lomax 
1:30 p. w., “The right use of money.” P. H. Lowrey. 
2:30 P. M..How far should Baptist fraternize with 


other Denominations.” H. W. Rockett. Bp c 
Perkins 

10 a. M., Saturday—“The Value of Song and How should 
We Sing in Public Worship.” M. J. Derrick, 
Fred Lamb. 

Ll A. M.,—Preaching by H. L. Johnson. 

1:30 p. m..—“Is the Influence of Secular Literature such 
as we have, Good or Evil in the Home.” A: A 
Lomax, J. R. Taylor. 

2:30 P. M..—“How can We Secure a Service in our Coun- 
try Churches Every Sunday.” R. G. Hewlett. 
J.D. Woodruff. 








‘ma0M ‘S'S 





5 ~—" 
XDD PP PrP SeSecKcee 


PROCEEDINGS 


<— 


OF THE.... 


THIRTY. FIRST ANNUAL SESSION 


seeeeeeSseeecs 


2. 
» 


£ 


*Ae 
‘ 
nie 
af 
"4 
: 
. 
. 
| 
: 


()xtord [Rjaptist Flssociation 


IDE 


eeee 


HELD WITH 


Panola Baptist Church, Batesville, Miss. 
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PROCEEDINGS 


THRTY-FERST ANNUAL SESSION - 
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HELD WITH 
PANOLA BAPTIST CHURCH 


Sept. 6, 7, 8, 1900 


OFFICERS : 
W. I. Hareis, Moderator. J. D. Peacock, Clerk. 
S: R. Lams. Treasurer. 





y- 


10 
ll 
12 
13 
4 
15 
16 
17 


18 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


-Call for Petitionary Letters, 


Miscellaneous. 
Receive Reports of Messengers 


-Miscellaneous. 


Appoint a Finance Committee. 


-Miscellaneous. 


Receive Reports of Standing Committees. 
Miscellaneous. 

Receive Treasurer's Report. 

Miscellaneous. 

Receive Report of Finance Committee. 
Miscellaneous, : 

Appoint Standing Committees. 

Appoint Place of Next Meeting. 

Appoint Brother to Preach Introductory Sermon 


Miscellaneous. 


“Call and Correct Roll and Read Minutes. 


Adjourn. 





DIRECTORY. 


STANDING COMMITTEES. 

PRAYER-MEBTING “ AND Famity Worsaip—D, A. Glenn, 

B. P. Gooch. 
Sunpay Scnoots—H. B. Gowen, P. H. Lowry. 
Woman's Work—A. A. Lomax, C. G. Blount. 
PuBLications—J, D, Peacock, H. W. Rockett. 
Missions—B. T. Kimbrough, R. G. Hewlett. 
EDUCATION -N, W. P. Bacon, B. L. McKee. 
OnPHaNaGe—-Epsie Jennings, D. C. Perkins. 


Duties or Baprists as Citizens—J. W. Higginbotham, 
J.R Taylor. x 


SUSTENTATION~ -H. L. Johnson, 8, R. Lamb. F 


—_ 


REVISED MINISTERIAL REGISTER. 
. ORDAINED MINISTERS, 


A. A. Lomax, Batesville. R. G. Hewlett, Burgess. 

H. L. Johnson, Nolen. G. W. Hollowell, Reynolds. 
H. W. Rockett, Harrison. W., I. Hargis, University. 
D. A. Givens, Coffeeville. N. W. P, Bacon, Oxford. 

D. A. Glenn, Water Valley. .J. R. Taylor, Taylor. 


LICENTIATES, 


(i. L. Neely, Water Valley. W.H. Hudson, Water Valley. 
B. L, McKee, Water Valley. 








MINUTES 


The Oxford Baptist Association convened in its Thirty- 
first Annual Session with the Panola Church in Bates. 
ville, Mississippi, on Thursday, Sept. 6, 1900, A large 
audience was present, notwithstanding the exceedingly 
warm weather. After a song sérvice and prayer, Bro. 
N. W. P. Bacon read appropriate Scriptures and made a 
| few telling remarks on the importance of God-like 

ship, setting as an example the white life of the 
trusting child. 
Bro. W. I. Hargis, the Moderator, then called the 
ing to order. 
Preaching of the introductory sermon was, on motion. 
postponed from 11 a. m. to 8 p. m. 
) The regular order of business was then taken up by a 
Ht) call for petitionary letters. Bros. E. L. Wesson and B. P. 
i Gooch were appointed reading clerks, Twenty-one 
: churches were found to be represented through their mes- 
f sengers, as follows: 
i Antioch— No letter. 
Bethany—H. B. Gowen, I. H. Lowery. 
Bethel—J. H. Sntith, JM, ‘Davis. 
Big Springs -T. L. Boydston, D. J. Thomas. 
; Burgess —No letter. 
i Clear Creek—R. G. Hewlett, G. E. Patton, Miss Lizzie 
Shelby, Mrs. Lou Hayter. 


Concord—F. M. Jones, E. 8. Moore, J.. W. Higgin- 
botham 

Courtland—W. K. Oliver and Mrs. J. S. Bennett. 7 

Good Hope—S, P. Woodruff, sr, B. B. MeCallar, A. 8. 
Woodruff, Fred A. Lamb. 

Liberty Hill—J. T. White, H. w. Burns, I. H. Cosley. 

Mount Gilead —J. H. Few, A. F. Alexander. 

Mount Pisgah —By letter only. 

New Liberty—B. L. McKee. 

Oxford—Bro. N, W. P. Bacon, Bro. W. I. Hargis, Mrs. 
S. J. Moore, Mrs. W. S. Leavell. 


Panola—Bro. A. A. Lomax, A. T. Bobo, 8, R. Lamb, 
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P. H. Lowry; Alternates, W. W. Dickens, R. J. Shuford, 
S. Van Voris. . 

Pilgrim’s Rest—J. C. Broom. J. W. Thorn; Alternate, 
M. G. Austin. * 

Pope—C. A. Lipe, H. C. Cox, W. H. Rockett. 

Tocowa—-W. J. Faulkner. 

Paris—No letter. 

Pisgah-—-No letter. 

Shady Grove—L. M. Hollowell. 

Union—Letter, but no delegates. : 

Water Valley—Bro. D. A. Glenn, H. L. Johnson, A. E. 
Jennings, B. P. Gooch, J. D. Peacock. 

Yellow Leaf—L. M. Metts, Paul Knight, J. P. Wil- 
banks, W. R. Knight. 

Yocona—J. R. Taylor, W. M. Hamilton, Sister M T. 


Carruthers. 


“ 


After the reading of letters, Bro. D. C. Perkins offered 
the suggestion that the delegates meet each other and 
become intimate in the clasp of Christian fellowship. 

On motion of Bro. A. A. Lomax. the body went into 
permanent organization. ‘ 

On motion of Bro, P. H. Lowry, the Clerk was author- 
ized to cast the nnanimous vote of the Association for 
Bro. W. I. Hargis as Moderator. 

On motion of Bro. Lomax, Bro. N. W. P. Bacon was 
authorized to cast the vote of the Association for J. D. 
Peacock as Clerk. 

"On motion of Bro. H. W. Rockett. Bro. A. A. Lomax 
was authorized to cast. the ballot of the Association for 
Bro. 8. R. Lamb as Treasurer for the ensuing year. 

Bro. P. H. Lowry put the audience in good cheer by a 
few appropriate words of welcome. Bro. R. G. Hewlett 
responded in a like tone on behalf of the Association. 

The order of business of the previous meeting was 
adopted. 


On motion, the business session of the Association was "°™ 


fixed at from 9 a. m, to 12 m., from 2:30 to 5 p. m., and 
meet again at 8 and adjourn at will. 
Sugvestion by Bro. Lomax, that the body meet each 
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purpose of a hearty hand-shake 
more intimately acquainted with each 


morning at 8:30 for the 
and becoming 
other. 


On motion of Bro. Bacon, Friday 
was set aside for the exclusive diseu 
century movement. 

The Moderator appointed the 
Panola church and Bro H.W. Roe 
Devotional Exercises. 

‘Bro. P. H Lowry, from t 
reported, assigning delegat 

Adjourned. 


afternoon and night 
ssion of the Twentieth 


pastor and deacons of 
kett as a Committee on 


he Committee on Hospitality, 
es and visitors to homes. 


AFTERNOON SESSION. 

The Association met promptly at 2:30 

The Moderator appointed Bros. H. B. 
Higginbotham as a Finance Committee 

The letter of Yacona church was here read-and the 
delegates enrolled. 

Bros. H. W. Rockett and A. A. Lomax, delegates to the 
Southern Baptist Convention at Hot Springs, Ark., made 
verbal reports. 

Bro. N. W: P. Bacon, deleyate to the Baptist State Con- 


vention, made verbal report, saying much good had been 
accomplished by that body. 


Under the head 
Lomax, from the 
Prayer Meetings,’ 
peal for more 


Gowen and J, W. 


of Standing Committees, Bro, A. A. 
Committee on “ Family Worship and 
"made verbal report in a touching ap- 
consecration and unaffected, God-like love 
in the quietude of the home. 

Bro. E. L. Wesson spoke to the re 
words of Bro. Lomax. H 
cere worship of long ago 
the cause of Christ. 


On motion, report and discussio 
sions was made th 
o'clock. 


port, emphasizing the 
@ thought the old familiar, sin- 
was passing, to the detriment of 


n on the subject of mis- 
1€ special order for tomorrow at 10 


The report on education, Prepared by Bro. B. T. Kim- 


brough, was, in the author's absence, read by Bro. N. W. 
P. Bacon. 
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The report was spoken -to by Bros, Lomax, Hewlett and 
Lowry, the latter confining his remarks to the splendid 
advantages offered by Mississippi College, the good it had 
accomplished in developing the morals of the young men 
of the state, and wound up by relating the experience of a 
prominent Episcopalian in the southern portion of the 
state, who, after thirty years of observation, had never 
known a young man educated at that institution who 
faifed to uphold the best morality in the community 
where his lot was cast. 


REPORT ON EDUCATION, 


I hardly know the duties of this committee at this time. 
[t seems an anarchronism. There was a time when our 
people did not in this Association take much to school and 
collegiate education. Panola Association, of which Ox- 
ford is the offspring, was, it seems, organized in 1843 A 
hasty conning of its minutes from 1852 to 1865, discovers 
no such committee. There was one on “ Ministerial Edu- 


cation”; from the an of some of the reports of which 


committee, it appears there was a division among our 
fathers, whether even preachers should be college-bred. 
The Oxford Association appears to have been organized 
Yn 1870. From the minutes of its session in 187 , there 
appears a Committee on Education, as well as one on 
Ministerial Education. The report of the Committee on 
Education that year is just seventeen lines long, and is 
signed by the familiar and beloved names, H. W. Rockett. 
R. G. Hewlett and J. B. Gambrell. While short, it is to 
the point, and urges the importance of general education, 
without saying where to get it, or what kind is best. But. 
surely, people who reside in the University Association, 
and under the shadows of the University, do not longer 
ildren; nor to be told 

a college education. Some of them 

may need to be reminded of the splendid opportunities 
for it. Not to speak of the University, every professor in 
which is a Christian gentleman, and five of whom are 
Baptists, there is Blue Mountain, just on your border, 
aan — for our girls, and so ee that all can 
reach it, en Mississippi Coll , now better comet 
and better officered than aie before, for our sons. Who 
will commit the crime, or folly, of sending abroad, to. the 
neglect of these matchiess: opportunities for Christian 
education? Of course. after your children have gone 
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through these, let them go elsewhere4f necessary. Edu- 
cation should today, above all things, be Christian. Then 
it ought to be special, and frequently industrial, to fit for 
the calling to be followed. It should be thorough; every 
young man or young woman ought to try to learn some 
one thing better than anybody else. This is a day of all 
sorts of occult sciences and isms and mysteries. We have 
passed the age of steam andelectricity and have gone into 
philosophy, psychology, motennpbyehusie, mind-reading, 
magnetic fees etc. How is your child to meet these 
and escape error without the most thorough mental de- 
velopment and educational training? 

The mind lives with the soul through eternity; every 
jewel added to it is la ying up tréasares for that Ceuntry 
where moth and rust do not corrnpt.. And how shall we 
meet the analyses and attacks,of men of science on the 
Bible, unless we know as much about science as they do? 

O, yes, we must educate, but we must do it at the right 
place, so it will be done in the right way-—-with the Bible 
in one hand while science is in the other; that our chil- 
dren shall first know God; but then that they should 
know Him as He is, not as erroneously su I to be. 

Respectfully, B. . Kimprovcu. 


Report adopted. 

Visiting Brothers R. L, Bunyard, of the Coldwater As- 
sociation, and J. A. Lee, of the Memphis, Tenn., Associa- 
tion, were welcomed to sit-with the body. 

On motiédn of Bro. Bacon, a Committe on Nominations 
was appointed as follows: B. P. Gooch, 8. B. Woodruff. 
B. L. McKee, H. © Cox and E. S. Moore. 


Letters from Courtland and Mt. Pisgah were here read 
and the delegates enrolled. 

On motion of P. H. Lowry, the Clerk was authorized to 
set aside a page in the minutes to’ commemorate the 
beloved ones who had departed during the year. 

Report on Orphanage was here read by Bro. R. G. 
Hewlett, chairman of the committee. 

The report was spoken to by Bro. A. E. Jennings in a 
touching manner. “He urged the necessity of prompt and 
decisive action. 

Bro. T. J. Bailey, editor of “ The Baptist.” state organ 
of the denomination, was here recognized and spoke to 
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the report, giving some valuable information on the con- 


duct,of the Orphanage, he, too, urging prompt action and 
liberal donations. 


REPORT ON ORPHANAGE. 


An Orphanage is a house or institution for orphans, A 
place where orphans are collected, raised and educated. 
[t is a charitable benevolent institution and as such com- 
mends itself to the sympathies of Christians and calls for 
the contributions of all those individuais who are 
possessed of means that may be legitimately directed into 
that channel. The Baptists of Mississippi have such an 
institution, located at Jackson, under the care of Bro. L. 
1. Foster and his wife. Though this orphans’ home is of 
but recent origin, yet it seems to be doing quite a good 
work in taking care of the fatherless and motherless chil- 
dren that have been committed to its care. Their means 
are not equal to the demand that: is made upoa ifs man: 
agers, 80 many orphans have to be turned away. It is de- 
sired very much to increase the facilities for usefulness of 
this institution hy adding other buildings and in other 
ways.improving the property that has been secured to the 
Orphanage. Your committee would commend it to the 
benevolent of our state as an institution worthy of their 
sympathies and contributions. R. G. Hew ert, } C 

Report adopted. H. L. Jonson, { ~°?": 


Bro. W. H. Carder, of the Yolobusha Association, was 
welcomed by the Moderator and invited to sit with the 
body, 

Report on Publications was read by Bro. J. W. Higgin- ~ 


botham. He also spoke to the report, as did Bro. T. J. 
Bailey. 






























REPORT ON PUBLICATIONS. 


Your Committee on Publications beg leave to report, 
that since our country is flooded with literature incul- 
ating erroneous doctrines which are detrimental to pure 
Christianity and the best interests of our people, it be- 
hooves us as Baptists to use the utmost discretion, the “3S 
nicest discrimination, in the choice of literature for our- 
selvés and our children, We have had reports annually 
on this subject since the organization of our Association, 
and each committee writing on the subject. have empha- 
sized the great power of the press, and its potency in’ 
doing good or eyil. x 

We have sound, safe literature at our command and 
"rge our people to use it. We can conscientiously recom- 
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mend the-Bible as decidedly the best book fur Baptists 
and the world besides. T en, especially for Baptists, 
“The Baptist,” published at Jackson, Miss. T. J. Bailey, 
editor, We noed it, and it needs our united support. 

hen, as missionary Baptists, we want information con. 
cerning the mission work of the denomination throughout 
the world. To learn this take “ ¢ Foreign Mission 
> i For knowledge of 

the home field, embracing’a vast sren and millions of 
souls, take the “ Home Journal,” and to kno 


lished at the Home at Jackson. For Sunday Schools, 
good, sound literature may be ordered from 
SBS. 


We close with the words of the amendment to the re- 
port on this subject at last Session of oug body. That it 
is the sense of this body that pur churches should, as far 
48 possible, ase in our prayer-meetin Sunday Schools 
and church services only such song books as are published 
by Baptists and known to be sound. 

Respectful] submitted, 
Le Ww. Hicoinpornys, 

Report adopted. G. W Hortowent. 

Afinouncement by Bro. Lomax, that Bro. D. A. Glenn 
will preach tonight at 8 and Bro. R. L. Bunyard tomor. 
row at Il o'clock. 


FRIDAY M¢ IRNING. 


The Moderator being temporarily absent, Bro, A A 
Lomax took the chair as Moderator. 


The minutes of the previous day were read, corrected 
and approved. 

Bros. A. V. Rowe, Secretary of the State Convention 
Board, and W.'T- Lowry, President of Mississippi College. 
were present this morning and invited to sit with the 
body. 

The report on “Woman's Work” was read by Bro. N. W. 
P. Bacon. He also spoke to the report in an elcquent 
and forceful manner, 

Bro. W.T- Lowry also spoke to the report. His re- 
marks were beautiful and touching and made impression, 
"8 was visible by the silence and attention of the audience. 

Bro. J. A. Leigh spoke to the report. 

JA. Bunyard spoke to the report. ° 
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aptists : . 
iptists, REPORT ON WOMAN'S WORK. 
Bailey, Your Committee, being satisfied that this department of 
ipport our church work has not been appreciated as its merits 
nh con- demand, has been at some pains to gather information 
ighout concerning the work of our women, in the hope that it, 
‘ission would increase the interest in and arouse enthusiasm for 
lge of this important department of our denominational work. 
ms of According to the best information obtainable, our sisters 
it the were organized for missionary work as early as the year 
pub u 30.4. D.; and according to Luke 8: 2, 3, the society was 
hools, quite vigorous from the beginning. I do not know that 
ville. they claim “ apostolic succession,” or that they could trace 
their history by an “unbroken line of succession” from 
le Te. then until now; but of this there- can be no doubt, they 
aat it were here then and very active, they are here now and 
is far their enthusiasm has not abated. Your Committee was 
hools astounded at the amount of money contributed by women 
shed to the cause of missions. Christian women contributed 
$2,500,117 last year through their various missionary 
societies. They employ 2,251 missionaries, with 4,804 
M, native helpers. Our Southern women erganized them- 
selves into a society which they named the Women’s Mis. 
lenn sionary Union Auxiliary to the Southern Baptist Conven- 
a tion, on May 14, 1888. Since their organization twelve 
: b years ago, they have contributed in hard cash $616,238 to 
the cause of missions. Last year this society contributed 
the munificent sum in cash ol $51,236.20. The women of 
A Mississippi have been organized for twenty-two years. 
They contributed last year $2,976.89. 
Your Committee greatly regrets its inability to ascer- 
ted tain the number of societies in the state, and would call 
the attention of the officers of the state organization to 
ion the desirability of the information. Neither have we any | 
ge, knowledge as to the number of societies in this Associa. | 
the tion, All of this information should be secured by the | 
proper officers. ia 
. We would urge upon all our pastors the great im- 
Ww. portance of having a Woman's Missionary Society in 
nt every one of our churches. - . 
_. It occurs to us that if the proper Officers of -the society: , 
= in this Association would, by letter or visit, urge an or- 





xanization in each of those charches not having any, that 
they would do a work the value of which °could not be 
overestimated. N. W. P. Bacon. 
Report adopted. 
Bro. P. H. Lowrey, from the Committee on Missions, 
nade report in a splendid paper. He refused to speak to 

























































[12] 
the feport, assigning his time to Bro. A. V. Rowe, who 
apoke at length, giving some interesting data on the sub- 
ject of missions in all departments. ’ 


REPORT ON MISSIONS. 


The word Missions in its broadest, sense inclades all 
efforts to spread the gospel wherever made, but in the 
sense in which it is bere used, it is applied to the efforts 
of the denomination to send. the gospel to the destitute + 
places at home and abroad. 

This work, as we support it, is under the control of four 
Boards. The: foreign mission work is managed by the 
Foreign Mission Board, appointed by the Southern Bap- 
tist Convention. It includes the work in all foreign fields 
except Cuba , 

The home mission work is under the direction of the 
Home Mission Board, also appointed by the Southern 
Baptist Convention, and seule the work in the Southern 
States and in Cuba. 

The state mission work is under the direction of the 
Convention’ Board, which is appointed by the State 
Baptist Convention, and includes the work in this state. 

And the work in this Association is directed by the 
Board appointed by the Association, bat it is done in co- 
operation with the State Board. 

At the last meeting of the Southern Baptist Convention 
the Home Board reported in its employment, in connec- 
tion with certain State Boards, 671 missions and 
$75,366.68 received for the work, with the result of 5,596 
baptisms, to say nothing of the other great work done in 
building up churches, erecting houses of worship, ete. 

The report of the Foreign Board shows $140,102.30 re- 
ceived, and 1341 baptisms. We have missionaries in 
Italy, Brazil, Mexico, China, Japan and Africa. 

There are two things in this work to’ which we call 
special attention: First, during the last conventional 
year we increased our contributions to this work about 
25 per cent., and God increased bis blessing by giving us 
about 50 per cent. increase in conversions; second, in 
1896. after fifty years’ work; we had a total membership in 
foreign fields of 3,801, and in the three years following 
there were atlded 2,887. Truly, God is blessing our efforts, 
feeble though they be. 

The work of our State and Associated Boards has been 
greatly blessed, but.not being able to obtain a copy of fhe 
minutes of the last convention we cannot give statistics. 
Some have questioned the wisdom of our foreign mis- 
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sion work because of the wars now in progréss and the 
recent persecutions in Chin&. The Captain of our Sal- 
vation said “ Go,” and, as good soldiers, we should obey, 
It would be a poor soldier who would refuse to obey the 
order to advance for fear of being hurt. God promises a 
“Crown of Glory,” but He no where promises immunity 
from suffering. Respectfully submitted, 
3 P. H. Lowry (For Committee). 
Adopted. 
T. ©. Dockery, H. J. Mitchell’ and Mrs. Mitchell, Cold- 


water, Association, were welcomed by the body. 
-FRIDAY APTERNOON. 


Motion that Bros. Bacon, Glenn and Peacock be ap- 
pointed a» Committee on, Program for Fifth ‘Sunday 
Twentieth Century Meetings, adopted; Committee, to 
stand with Bro. Bacon as Chairman. 

The Twentieth Century movement, made special order 
for today at 2:30 o'clock, was taken up according to a pro- 
gram prepared by Rev. N. W. P. Bacon, state representa- 
tive in the movement for this Association. Bro. Bacon, 
who had prepared the subjects and named the speakers, 
introduced Bro. A. A. Lomax, and his subject as “ Facts 
and Figures Concerning the Baptists and Foreign Mis- 
sions, Past and Present.” The speech was verbal. The 
speaker went into remote Baptist history and eloquently 
portrayed the sufferings of early mgrtyrs, who had suf- 
fered death and deprivations for their convictions, and bad 
been foremost in all ‘movements for civil and religious 
liberty. His speech was well received by the audience, 

The next on the program was a paper entitled “ Facts 
and Figures Concerning the Growth and Development of 
the Baptist Denomination in America.” The paper was 
by Bro. Hargis, and interesting to all Baptists, containing 
valuable information. Following is the report: 

The Philadelphia Association met first in 1707, com- 
osed of only five churches. In 179, acéording te “ Ap- 
land’s Register,” 83 years later, there were 748 churches 
and 60,790 members; ten years later, 1,200 churches and 
100,000 members; now, 42,893 churches, 4,141995 .mem- 
bers—an increase of 3,500 per cent., or 41,693 churches; 
present number of Baptists in America, 4,141,995, as 
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against 100,000 one hundred years ago; there were one- 
half as many Baptists in America one hundred years ago 
as there are in Texas today. 

Southey says of Roger Williams: “He began the first 
civil government on earth which gave equal liberty of 
conscience.” 

Schaff says of the Englisi Baptists: “ For this change 
in public sentim nt, the chief merit is due to the English 
Nop-conformists, who, in the school of persecution, be- 
came advocates of toleration, especially to the Baptists 
and Quakers, which niade religious liberty an article of 
their creed, so that they could not consistently persecute, 
even if: they should ever have the chance to do so.” 


i 
- f 
{ EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS. 


Theological Seminaries... .... give esee i 3 2,022,662 
Universities and Colleges ...........- 92 22,728,760 
Academies, Seminaries and Institutes.. 80 3,664,972 

























An average of about three and one-half to every state 
and territory. 
FOREIGN MISSIONS. 


Baptists the pioneers —Chry, 1792. $65,000 by Baptists 
of the West in 1899, and $446,514.05 by the Baptists of 
America. 


| wil 22) eee 179 $28,416,394 


Baptists for intelligence are not behind any. They 
have been forerunners in all religious movements. 

The present voluntary plan of running Sunday Schools 
was inaugurated by Rev. Wm. Bordie Gourney ( Baptist) 
in. 1805. 

One bundred yedrs ago the denomination was not repre- 
sented by a single publication. Now we have more than 
one hundred weeklies, monthlies, ete., not including the 
various Sunday School publications. 

We have thirty-five or more charitable institutions, in- 
cluding orphanages, widows’ homes, homes for the aged, 
hospitals, sanitariums and homes for disabled and indi- 
gent ministers, to the value of $1,626,121. 


_ Adopted. - 
‘Bro. W. T. Lowry, of: Mississippi College, addressed the 


Huomne Belesioes. 0... cbc. ccdanusead phamene $ 325,295.02 . 
State Missions............. oes sung eesevb ee 2 9,536.45 
Sunday School Expensés .............-00:: 524,830.56 
Bible and Publishing Work.............+++ 48,308.47 
Meisioation. «...<< sss s Bs vies sip daehe een .-. 109,027.08 
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body, in one of the most eloquent and instructive speeches 
. of the meeting. 

NIGHT SESSION. _ 

An address, “ Principles that Distinguish Baptists From 
Other Denominations,” was given by Bro. H. W. Rockett. 
ye After remarks by Bro. Rockett a collection for the Bap- 

tist Orphanage was taken up, which amounted to $16.00, 

“The Trials and Triumphs of Baptist Principles” were 
discussed by Bro. N. W. P. Bacon. 

Bro. D. A. Glenn followed with remarks on “ What 
‘ Should be the Special Aims of the Denomination in the 
Twentieth Century?” 

SATURDAY MORNING. 
« @ REPORT ON NOMINATIONS AND APPOINTMENTS. 
Your Committee on Appointments, after due considera- 
, tion of the three churches inviting the Association to 
meet with-them in 1901, decided to recommend that the 
‘ next session of the Oxford Association be held with the 
Liberty Hill church. That Bro. N. W. P. Bacon preach “ 
the introductory sermon; Bro. H. W. Rockett, alternate. 
Respectfully, 
B. P. Goocn (For Committee). 

Motion by Bro. Bacon, that Liberty Hill, designated in 
the above report as the next place of this body, be stricken 
out, and that of Harrison church be substituted therefor§ 
After considerable discussion ov the question, the motion 
: , was withdrawn and the original place of meeting was 

adopted. 
On motion, it is ordered that this body meet on Thurs- 
’ day before the first Sunday in October. Considerable 
discussion followed. but the amendment was lost and the 

. usual date of Thursday before the second Sunday in Sep- 
tember was adopted. 

Bro. A. T. Bobo, from the Committee on Sunday 
Schools, made report, giving some interesting statistics, as 
follows: 
af Your Committee on Sunday Schools finds from sta- 
tistical reports that this part of our work is not receiving 
the attention that it should. Our Southern Baptist Con- 
‘vention reports 18,963 churches and 9,711 Sunday schools, 

1,608,413 church members and 636,944 Sunday school 
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scholars. Our State Convention in 1898 reports 1,412 

churches and 104,394 members; 500 Sunday schools and | 
23,765, including officers and teachers; and ‘in our own 

Association we haye 25 churches, with about 1,500 mem- 

bers, and only 12 Sunday schools, with about 600 scholars 

enrolled; thus we see that not half of our people are en-« 
vaged in the Sunday school work: 





Brethren, we should not be satisfied with our present | 


attainments. The work is worthy of our best efforts. 
Respectfully submitted, 
A. T. Bono ( For Committee. ) 
Adopted. 


Report spoken to by Bros. P. H. Lowry and D. A. 
Glenn. 

Bro. A. A. Lomax spoke on the subject of Ministerial 
Education, and urged the necessity of assisting yAlng 
ministers to secure an education, To this end he called 























on the different churches here represented to make small , 
donations to assist Bros. Taylor and Carder. The follow- 
. ing were the responses: 
; | For Carder, $15.00 
i} | Liberty Hill........ $500 Yellow Leaf ........ $ 5.00 
: SUE a» dau che 5.00 
: | For Taylor, $79.00 . 
fl ; Harrison Church....$10.00 Aid Society, Panola. .$ 2.50 
PF Courtland. .......... 1.00 Concord ............ 5.00 
CROCE i Lie eein td tbved « 9000. EO. Gees. cc. vasete 1.00 
Pilgrim’s Rest....... 5.00 Tocowa .........++. 2.50 
} Water Valley ......, 10.00 P. Hayter (Bufgess) 1.00 
J. M. Davis, sr....... 1.00 Clear Creek......... 5.00 
Good Hope ......... 5.00 Panola ............. 10.00 
Yocoona . ...¢.....06- 10.00 


MOTION TO RESTORE EIGHTH ARTICLE OF CONSTITUTION. 
Notice is hereby giyen that a year hence a motion will 
be made to restore the original eighth article of the Con- 

stitution to its former place. R. G. Hew err. 
On motion of Bro, R. G. Hewlett, the apportionment, as 
) pade last year, was adopted for the ensuing year, but in 
view of the fact that the State Convention Board had 
been requested by the Boards of the Southern Baptist 
( onvention to increase the amount, if possible, at least 25 


per cent, all churches are hereby requested to increase 
— their donations 
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Following is the apportionment: 


Antioch ...-+++++° $11 00 Bethany .--------: $ 27 
Big Springs...---+ 11 00 Burgess ..------*° 17 60 
Bethel ....-.-++++> 5 50 Clear Creek ..----- 30 00 
Courtland ......-+-- 5H 00 Concord ....----+° 27 50 
Good Hope...----- 44 00 Liberty Hill ...--- 11 00 
Shady Grove ...--- 13 75 Union ....--+--++" 5 50 
Water Valley...--- 200 00 Mount Gilead ......- 5 50 
Mount Pisgah phe ed 11 00 New Liberty .----- 5 50 
Oxford ....+++«8++ 275 00 Panola....----+--* 137. 50 
Pope....seeeeeeeres 29 00 Pilgrim’s Rest...-- 15 00 
Paris .....+-:e+2*+ 11 00 Tocowa...-----+°*° 11 00 
Pisgah ......-+++-+ 5 BO Yellow Leaf.....--- 25 00 
Yoooma ....+++e+* 27 5O 

Bros. H. W. 


The report on sustentation was prepared by 
Rockett and W. Hudson, and was read by Bro. w.l 


Hargis. 
Bros. Mitchell, Johnson, Dickens, Lomax, Bacon, Bun- 


yard and Lowry, spoke to the report. By common con- 
ts original reading and 


sent the report.was amended from i 
is now a3 follows: 


REPORT ON SUSTENTATION. 


Your Committee on Sustentation beg leave to report 
that, so far as our knowledge goes, there is no need of sus- 
is of our Association, but 


tentation work within the bounc 
we advise that there is much need in the state at largog 
We believe that some provision should be made to lool 


after the wants of our old preachers who have worked ou 
their lives in the cause of our common Master, that they 
We recommend 


— not come to suffer in their old age. : 
and urge that on the Sunday before Christmas each 


charch in this Association shall take a collection for this 
fund and send it at once to the secretary of the Conven- 
H. W. Rockett, 


tion Board. 
Adopted. W. Hupson. 
The Finance Committee here ma 
INANCE COMMITTEE. 


de report as follows: 


REPORT OF F 


Received for General Missions...----s-57t"°"""* $ 3.70 
For Foreign Missions ....------ 777777777 5.00 
Nad > re Ee pao naman eee 36.25 
For Home and Foreign Yissions...-;+999977"""* _s 

3.85 


For State Missions...-.--<:-.777 79 
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Total . fi.-3.4 cet dS ee See $100.60 
Respectfully submitted, 
J. W . Hieeinsoraam, 
H. B. Gowen. 


Treasurer was, on motion, requested to turn over 
moneys in his hands to the funds designated, and for 
which they were received. 

Clerk here read list of Standing Committees. 

On motion, the order of business, requiring the reading 
and correcting of roll, was temporarily suspended. 

Clerk was instructed to print 600 minutes and send 
them out to the churches in proportion to the amount 
contributed. f aot 

The following resolution, submitted by Bro. Hargis, 
was adopted by rising vote: ~~ 

Reso.vep, That the thanks of this Association is due, 
and is hereby most heartily tendered, our brethren'and 
sisters of Batesville, and the many other kind friends who 
have so generously entertained us while in their midst. 

Respectfully submitted, 
HE MODERATOR. 


» 





Mrs. Evra Beit West Liberty 
Mrs. EvszaBETH BrisTER West Liberty 
Mr. Erste SEaAMANS , Water Valley 
Mrs. Letrig N&ELY .--: Water Valley 


Miss NaNnNiE SPEARMAN Watet Valley 


Mrs. Susan. TURNER | Water Valley 
BE. M. CHANDLER ..----+-0°7°""" | yocona 


Mrs. BLANCHE TrRBY | Panola 
Miss Evra Van Voris | panola 

| oxford 
Mrs. N. J. Suiru | oxtord® 
Isaac BuRKHALTER | wount Pisgah 
James GUPTON | mount Piscah 

| Good Hope 

| Good Hope 
Potty BLAcK Good Hope 
Mrs. E. POs 65 Fe et ees FOr” Court!and 

Concord 


| 
| Bethel 
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CONSTITUTION. 


ArTICcLE 1. The Association shall be called the Oxford 
Baptist Association, which shall meet annually. The ob- 
ject of this union shall be to cultivate fraternal inter- 
course and love between the churches composing this 
body, and unite to their efforts in the great work of 
advancing the Redeemer’s kingdom. In the prosecution of 
these objects, the dissemination of the Gospel by mission- 
ary operations, both home and abroad, shall receive their 
encouragement, fostering care and support. It shall: be 
the aim of this Association to promote the cause of Sab- 
bath Schools, also the interest of general education, and 
more especially the education of the ministry. All Chris- 
tian and charitable enterprises shall receive their encour- 
agement. among which-the support of superannuated and 
worn-out ministers will receive especial attention. 

Arr. 2, Each church belonging to this Association 
shall be entitled to three representatives until the number 
of members reaches twenty-five, and one delegate for every 
twenty-five; provided, in no case sball any church have 
more than eight delegates. 

Arr. 3. The delegates present representing churches, 
shall, during the session, present their letters of corres- 
pondence, which must state their appointment, together 
with the number of members in fellowship, the number 
baptized, received by letter, restored, dismissed by letter, 
excluded and died during the year 

Art. 4. Any church of this Association failing to rep- 
resent herself at one meeting will be expected to state the 
reason thereof at the next meeting, and any church thus 
failing at two consecutive meetings, the Association may 
consider her dropped from her number, or may appoint a 
committee to inquire into cause of such failure. 

Art.5. Other churches appoving our Articles of Faith, 
and desiring to act and live in feliowship with us, may be 
admitted into this body by signifying their approval and 
desire by delegates and letters. 

Arr. 6. This Association shall have a Moderator, 
Treasurer and Clerk, who shall be chosen by ballot at 
each annual meeting as soon as the letters from the 
churches are read oun names of the delegates enrolled. A 
majority of the votes cast being necessary to an election. 

Art. 7. Membership in this Association shall be essen- 
tial to eligibility to any office within the body. . 

Art. 8. This Association shall have no power to adopt 
rules or institute proceedings that shall infringe upon the 
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independence or rights of churches; but it may, when re- 
quested by a church in its letter or correspondence, and 
not otherwise, give advice to such body, and it may separ- 
ate from such churches as are known to walk disorderly. 


Art. 9. This Association may correspond by letter or 
messenger with other representative bodies of the Baptist 
denomination. 

Arr. 10. This Association shall, at its annual meet- 
ings, appoint an Executive Board, composed of as many 
members as there shall be churches represented, with five 
additional members living in the same vicinity, any five of 
whom shall constitute a quorum. . Each cburch shall have 
the privilege of nominating its own member of the Board. 
Said Board shall elect its own officers and shall have 
power to transact the. business of the Association when 
the Association is not in session, and for this purpose 
meet as often as the Chairman may deem necessary. An 
avnual report of the proceedings of the Board shall be 


made to the Association. 


Art. 11. The Constitution may be altered or amended 
at any regular meeting by a majority of two-thirds of the 
members present, provided the proposition to change be 
made at a previous meeting. 


RULES OF DECORUM. 

ArticLe 1. This Association shall be opened and 
closed by prayer. 

Art. 2. The Moderator shall be considered judge of 
order, and shall have discretionary right to call to order 
at any time. 

Arr. 3. Any member not satisfied at his decision may 
appeal to the Association the same day, but at no other 
time. 

Art. 4. The Moderator shall have the same privilege 
of speech as any other member of the body; vided, he 
call some other brother to the chair; but shall not be per- 
mitted to vote except in case of tie. 

Art. 5. Every motion made in order and seconded, 
after sufficient time :for discussion, shall be, by the Mod- 
erator, put to a votp of the Association, a majority of 
whom shall govern, and the decision shall be publicly 
announced by the Moderator. 7 

Art. 6. But one member shall speak at a time, who 
shall rise to his feet and address the Moderator; and the 
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Moderator, when addreased by a.member for permission 
to speak, shall signify the same by naming the person, or 


oth a = : \ Ai ~ : “4 | 

ART. 7 Every member, in addressing the’ body, must 
confine his remarks to.the subject under discussion, and 
no,member shall be interrupted while speaking, unless he 
departs from the subject, or use words of personal reflec- 
tion. 

Art. 8. The application “Brother” shall be used in our 

addresses. 
Art 9, No member shall be allowed to speak more 
than twice on the same subject, without leave from the ~ 
Association, nor more than once until all have had an op- . 
portunity of speaking. 

Arr. 10. cranes shall be at liberty to absent him- 
sélf during the hours of business without leave from the 
Moderator. \ 

Art. 11. It shall be the duty of the Clerk to keep a 
correct record of the proceedings of the Association and 
submit the same for correction of the Association at the 
close of each seasion, and to preserve a file of the. proceed- 
ings of the body. * 

Art. 12. Itshall be the. duty of the Treasurer to re- 
ceive all moneys received for Associational purposes and 
pay them over by order of the body. 

Art. 13. In case of a motion to — any rules of 
the Association, a vote of two-thirds shall be necessary 

Art. 14. The roll of delegates shall be called at the 
close of each session, and the absentees without permission 
shall be designated upon the Minutes as such, without 
leave from the odirale. 
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PROGRAMS 


POR. 


FIFTH SUNDAY MEETINGS 


IN THE... 


OXFORD ASSOCIATION 


4.POR THE... 


Associational Year from Sept. 1900 to Sept. 1901 


DECEMBER, 1900. 
PLACE—HARRISON CHURCH. 


10-00 a. m., Friday—Devotional services, conducted by 
the pastor. 


11:00 a. m., sermon by G. W. Hollowell. 


1:30 p. m., “ The Bible Doctrine of Sanctification,” N. W. 
p Bacon. 


2:15 p. m., “ Who are the Proper Subjects of Baptism,” 
D. A. Glenn. 


10:00 a. m. Saturday —“ Value and —_ of Regular At- 
tendance on Public Worship by All the Members of 
the Church,” R. G. Hewlett. 


11:00 a. m., sermon by D. A. Givans. 


1:30 p. m. “How Can We Secure a Contribution From 
Each Member of Our Churches,” H. L. Johnson. 


2:15 p. m., meeting of the Executive Board. 
11:00 a. m., Sunday—sermon by H. W. Rockett. 


MARCH, 1901. 
PLACE—SHADY GROVE CHURCH. 


10:00 a. m., Friday-—-Devotional exercises, C. G. Blount. 


11:00 a. m., sermon on “ Final Preservation of Saints,” by 
D. A. Glenn. 


1:30 p. m. “ What Distinguishes Baptist from Others,” 
. W. Rockett. 
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2:30 p. m., “ The Importance of Pr yer Meeting and Fam- 
ily Worship,” H. L. Johnson 5 


10:00 a. m., Saturday—« Importance of Denominational 
Literature in Our Home,” J. C, Brandon. 


11:00 a. m., sermon on “ Communion,” N. W, P. Bacon. 


1:30 p. m., “The Christian as a Voter,” J. W. Higgin- 
‘ r botham. 


2:30 p. m., “The Duty of the churches to Pray for Our 
Miesionaries,” R G. Hewlett. 


10:00 a. m., Sunday Sunday School discussion. 
11:00 a. m., sermon on “ Baptism,” W./I. Hargis. 
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JUNE, 1901. 






















PLACE—YOOONA. 
acted by 10:00 a. m., Friday Devotional exercises by the pastor. 
11:00 a. m., sermon on “ Holy Spirit,” W, I. Hargis. 
"NW 1:30 p. m., “ The Right.Use of Money,” P. H. Lowry. 
Rev 2:30 p. m., “How Far Should rn Fraternize with 
lantism.” Other Denominations,” R. G. Hewlett. 
mS 10:00 a. m., Saturday--“The Value of Song and How 
At Should We Sing in Public Worship,” M. J. Derrick, 
™. of Fred Lamb. 
11:00 a. m., preaching by H. L. Johnson. 
1:30 p. m., “ Is the Influence of Secular Literature, Such 
as We Have, Good or Evil in the Home,” A. A. 
a vr Lomax, J. R. Taylor. 
nson. 1 . . 
2:30 p. m., “ How Can We Secure a Service in our Co 
c isonkes Every Sunday,” R. G. Hewlett, J. 
oodruff. 
Blount. 
aints,” by 


: Others,” 





